
PROGRAM CONTACT DATE UPDATED 
Cosmetology Wendy Dunbar Program 

Coordinator
wwdunbar973@my.pittcc.edu 

9-23-2022

Graduates of Pitt Community College’s Cosmetology Program meet the educational requirements to take the state 
licensure examination offered by the North Carolina Board of Cosmetic Art Examiners.  This training requires 1500 hours 
of instruction in addition to successful completion of a variety of skilled performances.  While licenses can generally 
transfer to other states under various reciprocity requirements, some states with other minimum hour requirements 
may require additional education and/or qualifying work experience beyond the requirements in North Carolina.  
Student hours typically can transfer to other states, however the individual schools typically make the determination on 
whether all or a portion of the students hours obtained in a NC approved school can transfer to their school.       

Listed below is a link to state information and contacts regarding licensure.  
https://nictesting.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/NIC_State_Education_and_Licensing_2022_2800229FINAL.pdf 
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Alabama * 

1500 school hours/3000 apprentice hours; 
May be required to take written and practical 
exams as part of reciprocity/license transfer. 

Alaska * 
Licensure only as barber with chemicals - 
1650 school hours /2000 apprentice hours 

American Samoa * 
Arizona * 1600 school hours 
Arkansas * 1500 school hours 

California * 

1000 school hours; Hours must be certified 
by state board to take California license 
exam.  NC licensees may be issued a license 
through reciprocity without exam 
requirements. 

Colorado * 1500 school hours 
Connecticut * 1500 school hours 

Delaware * 

1500 school hours/3000 apprentice hours; 
May apply for reciprocity of license if have 
valid NC license; must apply by examination if 
no valid license held 

District of Columbia * 1500 school hours 

Florida * 

1200 school hours in a Florida approved 
school; must contact school to see if they 
would accept transfer hours from NC 

Georgia 

* 1500 school hours/3000 apprentice hours; 
Licenses by reciprocity are issued on a case-
by-case basis with proof of licensure. 

Guam * 1600 school hours 
Hawaii * 1800 school hours/3600 apprentice hours 
Idaho * 1600 school hours 



Illinois   *  1500 school hours;  

Indiana 
 

* 
 

 
1500 student hours;  NC school hours must 
be approved by Indiana school for transfer 

Iowa  *   2100 student hours 
Kansas *    1500 student hours 
Kentucky *    1500 student hours 

Louisiana 
* 

 
 

 
1500 student hours; State exam required to 
transfer license. 

Maine 
 

* 
 

 
1500 student hours; transcripts required to 
transfer hours to Maine school if unlicensed 

Maryland *    1500 student hours 

Massachusetts *  

 

 

1000 student hours; student hours can 
transfer to Massachusetts school at their 
discretion.  Licensees can transfer with 
current NC license.  Unlicensed are required 
to take Massachusetts state exam 

Michigan *  
 

 
1500 student hours; transcripts required.  
May be required to take Michigan exam. 

Minnesota  * 
 

 
1550 student hours; NC school hours must be 
approved by Minnesota school for transfer 

Mississippi 

* 

 

 

 

1500 student hours; If unlicensed in NC 
would be required to take Mississippi state 
licensing exam 

Missouri 

* 

   

1500 student hours/3000 apprentice hours.  
Training Affidavit from NC school and NC 
state board required.  Michigan state law test 
also required 

Montana 

* 

 

 

 

1500 student hours/3000 apprentice hours; 
must be licensed in NC to request Montana 
license 

Nebraska 

 

* 

 

 

1800 student hours; work experience may be 
considered for additional required student 
hours but requires NC license 

Nevada  * 

 

 

1600 student hours/3200 apprentice hours; 
must have active NC license to transfer to 
Nevada after passing Nevada State Law Test 

New Hampshire 
* 

 
 

 
1500 student hours; requires NC licensure to 
transfer via reciprocity 

New Jersey *    1200 student hours 
New Mexico  *   1600 student hours 

New York *  

 

 

1000 student hours; required to submit 
school certificate, transcript and hours 
verified by NC state board 

North Carolina *    1500 student hours 

North Dakota *  
 

 
1500 student hours; additionally must pass 
North Dakota laws, rules & regulations test 

Northern Mariana Islands   *   

Ohio *  
 

 
1500 student hours.  Must be licensed in NC 
to transfer license via reciprocity.   

Oklahoma *  

 

 

1500 student hours/3000 apprentice hours 
Cosmetology school hours from NC are 
transferrable. 



Oregon *  

 

 

1100 student hours with 455 practical 
operations (hair design only).  Oregon does 
not offer an umbrella cosmetology license.  
Additional testing required for licensure. 
Student hours can transfer to Oregon schools 
at their discretion. 

Pennsylvania *    1250 student hours 
Puerto Rico   *   
Rhode Island *    1200 student hours (hairdresser license) 

South Carolina 
* 

 
 

 
1500 student hours; NC license required to 
transfer via reciprocity 

South Dakota 

* 

   

1500 student hours; must provide 
certification of hours from school or state 
board 

Tennessee 

* 

 

 

 

1500 student hours; must provide certified 
transcription of hours.  Completion of 
domestic violence training course also 
required. 

Texas 

* 

 

 

 

1000 student hours; Hours can transfer to 
Texas and are evaluated on a case-by-case 
basis. 

US Virgin Islands   *  1500 student hours 

Utah  * 

 

 

1600 student hours/2500 apprentice hours; 
NC licensees can be issued license by 
endorsement with NC graduation, licensure, 
and passage of NIC exams 

Vermont *  

 

 

1000 student hours/1500 apprentice hours 
NC licensees can be issued license by 
endorsement 

Virginia *  

 

 

1500 student hours/3000 apprentice hours 
NC licensees may obtain a license via 
endorsement with documentation of current 
license, training and exams. 

Washington  * 

 

 

1600 student hours/2000 apprentice hours 
NC licensees may apply for WA license 
through reciprocity with proof of active 
license and passage of exams. 

West Virginia  * 

 

 

1800 student hours; NC licensees may 
transfer license to WV with certification of 
license and verification of training hours 

Wisconsin 

 

* 

 

 

1550 student hours; NC licensees may be 
issued a Wisconsin license upon completion 
of course on state statutes and rules 

Wyoming 

 

* 

 

 

1600 student hours; NC licensees may obtain 
a license through endorsement with current 
NC licensure and at least one year work 
history  

 
 
 


