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Without being presumptuous, it is safe to say that Pitt Technical Institute 
has something special to contribute to Eastern North Carolina, also 
to the State and nation’s intellectual life, capable minds and talented 

individuals. Educational opportunities in Eastern North Carolina have not, in the 
past, been equal to those offered in the Piedmont. The demographic data of our 
population clearly indicates that the majority of our people cannot be served by 
adequate appropriations for educational institutions charged with the responsibility 
of serving these people. Eastern North Carolina is concerned not only with equality 
of opportunity but also equality of respect. The only valid philosophy for the State 
and nation is a philosophy of total education; a belief in the incomparable worth of 
all human beings, whose claims, upon the State and nation, are equal before the law 
and equal before the bar of public opinion, whose talents the community and State 
need and must develop to the maximum possible degree. In a region that prides itself 
on the richness of its resources—both material and spiritual—a truly great technical 
and vocational institution so far does not exist. We have only made a beginning in 
realizing a more profitable life for all.
 Why should such an institution exist? An awesome compilation of case histories 
and statistical charts point to these simple facts:
(1) A student who has to leave his home state for the high quality of education he 
desires quite often does not return. If anyone comes to take his place, it is usually 
someone with a lesser educational attainment, resulting as a whole in less skilled 
professional people for the area’s business and industry and in a growing populace 
whose human capabilities have not been developed to the fullest.
(2) In this technological age, both old and new industries (with money, influence, 
and highly trained personnel) are gravitating to the best educational centers.
(3) On all levels of citizenship, the educational community can be the most 
stimulating community, rewarding for its residents to live in, and serve as a catalyst 
for progress far beyond its immediate geographic limits. 
 In essence, Eastern North Carolina is now too big and important to itself, 
the State, and to the nation, to have to send its best students somewhere else to 
be educated. Industry in this region should not have to depend so heavily upon 
imported skilled personnel. There is more than a need for Pitt Technical Institute to 
achieve its goals; there is a clear-cut mandate for excellence.

William E. Fulford, Jr.
President, 1965

The Mandate
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Foreword

Dear Friends of PCC,

 The whole is greater than the sum of its parts. That includes buildings, programs, 
even individual years in the history of Pitt Community College. The number of degrees 
and certificates earned, completed courses, successful transfers, jobs created and filled by 
graduates are important measures of achievement, and the dynamic relationship between 
the College and Pitt County and the surrounding region has shaped the direction of 
development in response to workforce needs. But beyond everything the spirit of hope 
and opportunity has inspired families and individuals that higher education and training 
can be a path towards a bright future. That hope is the essence of Pitt Community College, 
which builds upon a solid foundation an evolving resource and catalyst for eastern North 
Carolina.

 This book is a tool for discovering, or, for some, remembering, the vital roles which 
people and organizations played over the fifty years of Pitt’s history to date, from the 
voters who supported creation and expansion of the campus to the instructors who held 
students to high standards of excellence in their study. From its origins as an Industrial 
Education Center connected to the Pitt County Board of Education, resourceful and 
visionary leaders and staff have created a comprehensive community college which 
combines open access with excellence of courses and programs.

 Who would have guessed in 1961 how crucially important community colleges like 
Pitt would have become to all sectors of society, especially in response to a changing 
economy which requires new skills and habits of mind and a true dedication to lifelong 
learning? The contributions of many individuals, their dedication to provide a better life 
for students and the entire region, will continue to pay dividends for decades to come.  
Empowering people for success expands opportunities for all who persist towards their 
goals. We carry on with the legacy of those who came before us realizing that our mission 
is broad and diverse. It is with pride that we share these stories with you and invite you to 
add to the chronicle of the next fifty years.

  G. Dennis Massey, President
  June 2011
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 It was in late November 1956, at the weekly supper meeting of the 
Greenville Kiwanis Club, that they approved a proposal to sponsor the 
establishment in Greenville of a two-year technical trade school for men 
between the high school and college level for the benefit of Northeastern 
North Carolina. Two such technical schools were already located in 
Gastonia and Wilmington. They were providing training for technicians in 
the textile, automotive, agricultural and other fields. The NC State Board 
of Education favored such a school being built in this part of the state, 
and the Greenville Kiwanians accepted the task of creating interest among 
other eastern Carolina cities and towns to establish a technical school here.
 At the same time it was Gov. Luther B. Hodges who saw the growing 
need for a trained work force for new and expanding industries in the 
state. Through his leadership, Industrial Education Centers were created 
by the NC General Assembly in 1957. Funds for the schools and programs 
were provided by the state of North Carolina, the National Defense 
Education Act, and the counties in which they were located.
 In order to determine whether the state of North Carolina would be 
justified in authorizing the establishment of an industrial education center 
in Pitt County, the State Board of Education required that there be a 
county industrial survey. The survey consisted of the number of industries 
in the county, how many employees were currently working, how many 
were skilled in their trades, how many would be prepared to improve 
their technical ability by attending such a school, and what programs did 
existing industries have for the expansion of their activities. When the 
survey was completed, it revealed Pitt County had 156 industries and 
that as many as 1307 individuals were candidates for enrollment in the 
proposed school. Endorsements of the proposal to establish an Industrial 
Education Center in Pitt County came by way of pledges of support from 
over 40 local industries, commercial houses, civic organizations and 
educational institutions. 
 On the basis of this documentation, the North Carolina State Board 

of Education issued a charter for the establishment of the Pitt County 
Industrial Education Center on March 2, 1961. The institution was 
commissioned to provide basic occupational education for citizens of Pitt 
and surrounding counties. On March 6, the Pitt County Commissioners 
unanimously approved the establishment of a $300,000 industrial training 
school for the county and instructed County Attorney W.W. Speight to 
proceed with the preliminaries of issuing county-wide bonds to finance 
the project. Sen. Robert L. Humber asked the Commissioners to authorize 
Speight to proceed in retaining New York bond attorneys to prepare proper 
resolutions to be adopted by the county board to set an exact amount and 
date for the bond election.

From Industrial Education Center to Community College

HOW THEY VOTED

Precinct For Against
Arthur 27 2
Ayden 458 43
Belvoir 31 8
Bethel 147 34
Carolina 82 7
Chicod 1 33 4
Chicod 2 22 25
Chicod 3 52 0
Falkland 75 12
Farmville 243 72
Fountain 63 6
Greenville 1 39 7
Greenville 2 33 9
Greenville 3 96 15
Greenville 4 72 10
Greenville 5 43 5
Greenville 6 82 14
Greenville 7 294 10
Greenville 8 176 18
Grifton 155 23
Grimesland 1 23 22
Grimesland 2 45 6
Pactolus 43 14
Swift Creek 57 4
Winterville 328 16
TOTAL 2,712 386

1961-1979
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 On Saturday, June 17, 1961, the citizens of Pitt County 
overwhelmingly approved a bond issue of $395,000 to finance the 
construction of the industrial education center. An official canvass of 
returns showed that 2,712 voters favored establishment of the educational 
center, while only 386 voted against the bond issue. The Pitt Industrial 
Education Center approved by the voters was the 20th and (at that time) 
last industrial education center allocated by the state under the 1959 Act 
of the General Assembly. It was to be operated as a part of the state school 
system. state funds would provide about 90% of the operating costs for 
instructors and equipment, while the county was obliged to provide money 
for secretarial, janitorial, and landscaping services.
 Robert G. Little, Chairman of the Pitt County Commissioners, said of 
the approved school, “I believe the people of Pitt County will be mighty 
happy about this. To me, it’s one of the greatest things that has ever 
happened to Pitt County. The school will provide education to the county’s 
youth who have completed high school but are not qualified to attend 
college and whose interests tend toward mechanical rather than academic 
educations. Now our young people can learn a trade.” Also commenting 
on the bond issue’s approval and the local economy, Dr. C. Sylvester 
Green, Executive Director of the Pitt County Development Commission 
stated, “Within the past three months Pitt County has lost two industries, 
a major one and a smaller one that sought location here. The first reason 
given for not selecting Pitt County was the lack of skilled labor and no 

facility for training such labor. The new industrial education center will go 
a long way toward removing that obstacle to new industry in Pitt County. 
The end benefits of this school’s operation are incalculable.”  
 After the bond issue was approved, the Pitt County Board of 
Education was inundated with offers of land north of the river, on 
Stantonsburg Road, land near Ayden, and several sites on Highway 11, 
south of Greenville. After getting advice from the state, the Pitt County 
Board of Education used a planning guide for considering industrial 
school site selections. The planning guide suggested that the location for 
such schools be in or near an urban area, near the center of existing or 
future student population, and free from the nuisance of railroads, airports, 
factory smoke, noisy enterprises and cheap commercialism. The location 
should also be reasonably removed from parks, playgrounds, elementary 
and secondary schools, the guide said. Adequate electricity, water and 
sewage disposal requirements were also considered.
 In early August 1961, after some 20 potential sites were reviewed to 
build the Industrial Education Center, the Pitt County Board of Education 
and a three-member committee from the State Board of Education selected 
and recommended to the Pitt County Commissioners to purchase the 
H.L. Bowen property. The Pitt County Commissioners concurred in the 
selection of the site, and the County advanced funds to exercise the option 
on the Bowen site to purchase the land at $1,000 an acre for 29.56 acres of 
land. 

 Around September 15, 1961, work began clearing the land by 
contractor S. F. Peterson of Ayden, and desirable trees were chosen to 
remain on the site. An east-west drive connecting Highway 11 and Reedy 
Branch Road was cleared on the north side of the land. There were some 
drainage problems. but the clearing was completed by November 1961. 
The cost of clearing the land was offset by the sale of pulpwood and logs 
from the site for $863. The Pitt County Board of Education allowed the 
use of school maintenance equipment and labor. Also assisting in the 
project was J. H. Mobley, agricultural instructor at Winterville, and Leon 
Forlines, in charge of school transportation. 
 In October 1961, architects Cameron Dudley and George Shoe 
were selected to design the new training center. The architects visited all 
the other industrial training centers built and under construction in the 
state to come up with their plans. On May 1, 1962, Lloyd F. Spaulding, 
a man connected with vocational education for 21 years, assumed his 
duties as director of the new Pitt County Industrial Education Center. 
As no facilities were available, the new industrial education institution 
was given one room in the old Tucker House on the corner of Third and 
Greene Streets in Greenville, then the offices of the Pitt County Board of 
Education. On September 26, 1962, Lloyd F. Spaulding, accompanied by 
architects Cameron Dudley and George Shoe, went to Raleigh and met 
with members of the State Department of Public Instruction and turned 
over the plans for Pitt County Industrial Education Center building. 
Spaulding said “very few and very minor suggestions were made, and 
it appears that the plans will be approved soon. As soon as the plans are 
approved by the State Department of Public Instruction, action will be 
taken leading to the taking and awarding of bids for construction.”
 The Pitt County Commissioners adopted their first $2 million dollar 
budget in July 1962 and held the county-wide tax rate at $1.25 per $100 
valuation. The budget included $39,985.14 for first-year operation of the 
Pitt County Industrial Education Center. Of that total, $34,276 was a state 
obligation to reimburse the Pitt County treasury. The county’s share in the 
operation of the center totaled $5,700.14 for secretarial, administrative, 
and maintenance expenses. By July 1962, the State Board of Education’s 
industrial education branch had already begun to supply equipment for 
the new facility. The equipment included drafting machines, electronic 
equipment and other supplies which were stored in a county garage in 
Winterville and in the office in the Tucker Building.
 On September 24, 1962, the Pitt County Industrial Education Center 
began offering two evening classes in borrowed spaces. One course 
offered was a power sewing course, set up for prospective employees of 
the new plant of Prepshirt, Inc., which was expected to begin operations in 
Greenville in early October. New equipment for the course was furnished 
by Prepshirt, which also supplied the cloth, needles, and machine oil. The 
Industrial Education Center furnished practice paper and the rent for the 
building housing the classroom at 521 Cotanche Street. A second course to 
train employees of the Winterville Machine Works in blueprint reading for 
advanced machine trades brought an initial response of 17 enrollees at its 
first meeting at Winterville High School. 
 By 1963, the administrative staff included Lloyd F. Spaulding as 
Director, William Fulford, Jr., Associate Director, and Mrs. Joe Dudley, 

Lloyd F. Spaulding

      A native of Athol, 
Massachusetts, Lloyd Spaulding 
graduated from Athol High 
School and then went to work 
with the S. L. Starrett Co., in 
Athol, Mass., manufacturers 
of precision measuring 
instruments. For 12 years he 
remained with this company, 
serving an apprenticeship and 
becoming a tool and dye maker.
 He then served a three-year 

stint in the Air Force from 1942 until 1945. He remained in the 
reserve following his discharge as a first lieutenant. A pilot during 
his military service, Spaulding began flying in 1939 and had his 
commercial pilot’s license at the time he entered service.
 In 1950, Spaulding decided to return to school and take special 
courses which would qualify him to teach in vocational schools. It 
was during this school year that he began his teaching career. He 
then began attending college on a part-time basis and during this 
time was appointed director of the Marlboro, Mass. Vocational 
High School from 1951 until coming to Greenville in 1962.
 Spaulding became interested in industrial and vocational 
education because he enjoyed teaching. According to Spaulding, “I 
felt that so many young people were at sea, more or less, when they 
got out of high school and even before they got out of high school, 
and that the industry and trades would have to have teachers who 
would teach the trade and thereby preserve it.”
 In 1958, Spaulding received a B. S. Degree in vocational 
education and in 1961 received a M. A. Degree in Education from 
the State College at Pitchburg, Massachusetts.
 He was appointed by the Pitt County Board of Education to 
become the first director of the Pitt County Industrial Training 
School in May 1962. He also became a member of the Winterville 
Missionary Baptist Church where he was a deacon and Sunday 
School teacher. Spaulding resigned from PTI in August 1964 and 
took a new post at the new Vocational Education Center in Atlanta, 
GA. He later moved to West Columbia, SC, where he headed the 
Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School. 
 Lloyd F. Spaulding died January 18, 1982, in Columbia, SC. 
He was married to the former Jonnie Abernathy of Andrews, NC, 
and they had two children. 
 At the January 1982 PCC Board of Trustees meeting, a 
resolution honoring his service was passed. William Fulford, 
PCC President and friend of Spaulding, honored him by saying 
“Spaulding’s leadership and sound management in the early growth 
and development of the institution helped Pitt Technical Institute, 
now PCC, achieve recognition as a leader in the NC Community 
College System.”

The Pitt County Health Department 
was located on the corner of 3rd 
and Greene Streets in 1956. It 
was built in 1917 by L. W. Tucker, 
former Pitt County Sheriff. It was 
purchased by the county in 1935 
and used as the Health Department 
until 1951. It later became the 
offices of the Pitt County Board 
of Education. In 1962, one room 
in the house was allotted for the 
Pitt County Industrial Education 
Center. It was torn down in 1985 
by Planters Bank for a parking lot. 
(ECMC)
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as Secretary. There were only four members on the faculty, 15 full-time 
students, and 1,000 participants in the extension program. The school 
began to offer limited one-year credit courses and non-credit courses 
in basic trades at a variety of sites throughout the area. From the very 
beginning all the classes were non-segregated. The next classes offered 
consisted of basic arc welding, power sewing, advanced blueprint 
reading, basic math for electronics, machine shop math, beginning typing, 
shorthand, engine maintenance, and electrical code and theory. Most of 
the classes were held in county school buildings all over Pitt County in 
Fountain, Winterville, Farmville, Chicod, Grifton, Ayden, Grimesland and 
Greenville. One class was even taught in Tarboro, NC. 
 In 1963, the North Carolina Legislature, in furthering Gov. Terry 
Sanford’s educational program, passed an act setting up the Department 
of Community Colleges. The act, which became effective July 1, 1963, 
placed all existing Industrial Education Centers under the authority of this 
new NC Department of Community Colleges.

 In a special meeting held on April 8, 1963, contracts totaling 
$349,598 for construction of the Pitt County Industrial Education Center 
were awarded by the Pitt County Board of Education. Contracts were 
awarded to the lowest bidders which included Eastern Construction 
Co. of Greenville, general contractor; Norris Plumbing and Heating 
Co. of Kinston; United States Electrical Co. of High Point; Bolton Air 
Conditioning Co. of Raleigh, heating; and Thompson Heating and Air 
Conditioning Co. of Goldsboro, ventilation. The new center was not 
air conditioned, but a heating and ventilation system was installed with 
provision made so that cooling units could be added later.
 Under sunny skies on the morning of May 22, 1963, a crowd of 
some 75 people attended the groundbreaking ceremonies at the IEC 
site on Highway 11. Lloyd F. Spaulding acted as master of ceremonies 
and the Rev. Richard T. Davis, pastor of the Winterville Missionary 
Baptist Church, gave the invocation. Those taking part in the ceremonies 
included four main speakers: Sen. Robert L. Humber, Rep. W.A. (Red) 

Forbes, Joseph S. Moye and Superintendent D.H. 
Conley; Lloyd F. Spaulding; G.E. Trevathan of 
Fountain and E.W. Fleming of Grifton, members 
of the County Board of Education; Robert Martin, 
Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners 
and fellow commissioners, Vernon White, Bruce 
Strickland, Alton Gardner and Vance Perkins; J. H. 
Rose, Superintendent of Greenville city schools; 
W. W. Speight, county attorney; George Shoe, the 
architect; and W. G. Dunn, the contractor. Other 
guests on hand included members of the local 
school committees, county officials, and William 
Fulford, Associate Director of the IEC.
 State Senator Robert Lee Humber turned 
the first spade of earth at the groundbreaking 
ceremonies for Pitt County’s Industrial Education 
Center. It was Sen. Robert Lee Humber who 
spearheaded the efforts to locate the state’s 20th 
industrial education center in Pitt County and called 
the groundbreaking “An historic act.”
 “In past years, due to a lack of training and 
industrial opportunity, more than 500,000 native 
born North Carolinians have left the state and [are] 
living elsewhere today. Through training offered 
in the Industrial Education Centers, people with 
vocational skills will be able to remain in the state,” 
Humber stated. “There is a philosophy behind 

these centers. It is that everyone, excluding no one, has an opportunity...
to enrich the life of the community. The purpose of education is creativity, 
whether with the hands or the mind, and these industrial education centers 
are recognizing that.”  The local school “is a nucleus. It is destined 
through the years to expand,” Sen. Humber said.
 Sen. Humber was followed in groundbreaking by Rep. W.A. (Red) 
Forbes; Joseph S. Moye, Chairman of the Pitt County Board of Education; 
D. H. Conley, Superintendent of Pitt County Schools; and Lloyd F. 
Spaulding, Director of the Pitt Industrial Education Center. 
 In his remarks, Rep. Forbes said, “To me, this Industrial Education 
Center means more...than any industry that can be brought into Pitt 
County. With this industrial school here we have something to give the 
people--a way in life and a better life.”  Mr. Moye in his remarks said 
“The new Industrial Education Center will provide the people of Pitt 
County with a better standard of living.” He expressed appreciation to the 
Pitt County Board of Commissioners for “the opportunity you have given 
us to provide a facility such as this.”
 “We would not be here this morning were it not for our own Sen. 
Robert Lee Humber,” Moye said, recognizing Humber’s efforts in 
securing the center for Pitt County. He commended architects Cameron 
Dudley and George Shoe for their planning; S. F. Peterson, who helped 
in the site selection and other work; Leon Forlines and William Price of 
the county schools office for their work; Reginald Gray, County Auditor; 
Dr. Sylvester Green and Lloyd Spaulding for cooperation in planning the 
school. Already, workmen of the Eastern Construction Co. were on hand 
that day to begin work on the center. W. G. Dunn, the contractor, estimated 
that it would take eight months to complete the building.
 By May 1963, the Pitt County Industrial Education Center was 
looking to expand by setting up courses in the communities of Elizabeth 
City, Edenton, and Rocky Mount. Plans were made to organize a unit of 
the Pitt Center at Elizabeth City to offer courses in electronics, mechanical 
drafting, sheet metal, and several evening extension courses. Plans were 
also underway for the Pitt Center to take over operation of the practical 
nurses training school in Elizabeth City. Also in May 1963, the Pitt County 
Industrial Education Center began teaching a course in radio-telephone 

operator’s license. William E. Fulford, Jr., Associate Director, traveled to 
Raleigh to pick up 35 cases, or 4,000 pounds, of library books for the Pitt 
County Industrial Education Center Library.
 Under legislation passed by the NC General Assembly in 1963, the 
control of the Pitt County Industrial Education Center was taken from 
the Pitt County Board of Education and put under the administration of 
a new board of trustees under the State Board of Education. The new 
law called for boards of education of the area and the boards of County 
Commissioners to appoint eight trustees to control the Industrial Education 
Center. Four members would be appointed by the Boards of Education 
and four by the County Commissioners. These trustees would then be 
directly responsible to the Department of Community Colleges of the State 
Board of Education which would control community colleges, industrial 
education centers, and technical institutes. This new law also changed the 
operating budget leaving the state paying 65%, local 15% and tuition 20% 
of the Pitt County Industrial Education Center.

Photo at left shows the groundbreaking of the first 
building of the Pitt Industrial Education Center. Sen. 
Robert L. Humber (with shovel) was joined by (l to r) 
Lloyd F. Spaulding; D. H. Conley, Superintendent of Pitt 
County Schools; Joseph S. Moye, Chairman of the Pitt 
County Board of Education and  Rep. W. A. (Red) Forbes. 

Above:  On September 16, 1968, Robert Lee Humber, then Chaiman 
of the Board, broke ground for a new classroom and laboratory 
building. He was joined by Senator Vernon White,  
Dr. William E. Fulford, Jr., President of Pitt Technical Institute, 
and Robert Martin, Chairman of the Pitt County Board of 
Commissioners. 

At left:  An artist’s rendering of the proposed classroom and 
laboratory building. The building would later be named in 
Humber’s honor.
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 Some people feel 
that Greenville’s greatest 
contribution to the 
world was a man named 
Robert Lee Humber, 
Jr. Very few men can 
claim the attainments 
this man reached. His 
boundless energy, his 
sincere modesty, and 
his broad mind moved 
governments. 
 Robert Lee 
Humber, Jr. (1898-
1970) attended public 
school in Greenville 
and graduated from 

Winterville High School in 1914, completing his high school courses in 
two years. He entered Wake Forest College where in four years he fulfilled 
the requirements for a B.A. degree and, with summer work, the  L.L.B. 
degree in 1921. He participated in numerous college activities, serving as 
president of the senior class, vice-president of the YMCA, and editor of 
both the college monthly magazine and weekly paper. He took an active 
interest in athletics, playing left-end on the football team and managing 
the baseball team. 
 Immediately after graduating Cum Laude from Wake Forest in 
1918, Humber attended Harvard University 
where he volunteered for the army in World 
War I. After training, he was commissioned 
a Second Lieutenant in the Field Artillery. At 
the conclusion of the war in November 1918, 
he resigned his commission and continued 
his studies at Harvard, receiving his M.A. 
degree while serving on its faculty as a tutor in 
the Department of Government, History and 
Economics. 
 In 1919, Humber was chosen as a Rhodes Scholar from NC to Oxford 
University, England. During the three years’ tenure of the scholarship, he 
traveled extensively on the continent and made a trip around the world, 
earning the B.Litt. degree in 1921. In 1923, Humber moved to Paris where 
he tutored American students and continued his independent studies. From 
1926 to 1928, he was an American Field Service Fellow at the University 
of Paris and Le Sorbonne working on his Doctor of Letters degree. 
He received his “bon imprime,” meaning “good to print,” the final 
requirement from the University for that degree; however, his dissertation 
was never printed, and the documents were destroyed during the war in 
the late 1930s. Although he later received honorary doctorates from Wake 

Forest (1949), UNC-Chapel Hill (1958), and Duke University (1967), and 
others called him “Dr.,” he never referred to himself as Dr. Humber.
  During the 1930s he located in Paris as an attorney and business 
executive. He became the European head of the Gilcrease Oil Company, 
served as chairman of the Prudential Committee at the American Church 
in Paris and was a member of the Paris Post of the American Legion. 
 In October 1929, Humber married Lucie Berthier, an executive 
secretary of the American University Union in Paris. They had three 
children. In June 1940, the Nazi invasion of France forced the family to 
flee to America where they settled in the old Humber family home on Fifth 
Street and became active members of Memorial Baptist Church. 
 Robert Lee Humber then retired from business and zealously 
devoted all his energies to the concept of World Peace and a World 
Federal Government. Humber wrote a pamphlet, “The Declaration of the 
Federation of the World,” in which he sought to establish law as the means 
of maintaining world order by punishing individuals who committed 
international crimes, instead of by military actions against whole countries 
that destroy, through war, the innocent as well as the guilty. Humber 
launched his “movement” for a World Federation on December 7, 1940, 
at his ancestral home on Davis Island in the Core Sound near Beaufort. 
After preaching, writing, and talking it across the State, the NC General 
Assembly passed his resolution in 1941, becoming the first legislative 
body in history to endorse the principles of a World Federal Government. 
Humber then traveled and lobbied other state legislatures for the next ten 
years. Sixteen states adopted his resolution by legislative action and a 
large number of other states accepted his idea in some modified form. 

      Humber collected a nation-wide circle of 
friends, and he traveled extensively across the 
country serving on councils and conferences for 
international relations. He was a delegate from 
the Southern Council On International Relations 
at the San Francisco Conference of 1945 which 
drafted the Charter of the United Nations. He 
was the recipient of the World Government 
News Medal (1948), the American War Dads 
Prize for the greatest single contribution towards 

world peace (1948), and the American Freedom Association’s Peace 
Award (1967). 
 In 1943, Humber began a campaign for an art museum “of national 
significance” in North Carolina. He believed “art has been and is the 
barometer of human progress.” Humber persuaded the Samuel H. Kress 
Foundation of New York to offer one million dollars for the purchase of 
art if North Carolina would match it with a like sum. However, he had to 
commit himself not to release the source of the funds that were promised. 
He got the NC Legislature of 1947 to appropriate a million dollars from 
surplus funds for the purchase of art on the condition it be matched by a 
million dollars from an unknown outside source. NC became the first state 

to appropriate a million dollars for the purchase of art. Humber also got 
the federal government to recognize museums as educational institutions 
and permit tax deductible gifts. The NC Museum of Art opened in Raleigh 
in April 1956.
 Humber served as president of the NC Art Society, the State Art 
Commission and in July 1961 was named as Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of the NC Museum of Art in which capacity he served until 
his death. He was also very influential in the growth and development 
of the NC Symphony. Humber is also remembered for commissioning 
Louis Orr, the internationally famous artist, to execute 51 etchings of NC 
places of historical and natural importance. Humber was also President 
of the NC Literary and Historical Association from 1950-51, President of 
the Roanoke Island Historical Association from 1955-1959, and charter 
member and Chairman of the Edenton Historical Commission. In 1956, 
he was an alternate delegate to the Democratic National Convention from 
North Carolina. 
 In 1958, Humber was elected to the State Senate from Pitt County 
and served three consecutive terms from 1959 to 1964. The welfare and 
problems of the farmer and education beyond high school were among 
his greatest concerns. He was active on dozens of councils, commissions 
and boards on a state and local level dealing with education, highways, 
troubled youth, crime, law, freedom of speech, economic planning, history 
and art. In April 1962, Humber was a founder and elected chairman of the 
six-county Coastal Plain Planning and Development Commission. Humber 
helped establish the NC Community College System. He served as a 
member of the Meredith College Board of Trustees (1947-1950), of 
the Wake Forest College/University Board of Trustees (1951-1954) 
and Chairman (1961), and also Chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
the Pitt Industrial Education Center/Pitt Technical Institute from 1964 
until 1970. He also served as the first vice-president and president of 
the NC Association of Community Educational Institutions (NCEITA) 
from 1968 to 1970. 
 Other organizations Humber was a member of included Phi Beta 
Kappa, Omicron Delta Kappa, Phi Delta Phi, Sigma Phi Epsilon, 
United World Federalists, American Legion, Farm Bureau, Rotary, 
American Judicature Society, American Academy of Political and 
Social Science, and the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 
 Humber’s contributions to society have been recognized on many 
occasions. In 1966, he received the Salmagundi Club Citation, a 
national award given on rare occasions for outstanding contributions 
to the cultural life of the nation. In 1968, he was awarded the North 
Carolina Medal, which is the state’s highest award for achievement in 
the field of public service. The North Carolina Medal is given annually 
to individuals for distinguished service in several different fields 
bringing national and international renown upon the state.
  After a useful life, Robert Lee Humber died suddenly from a heart 
attack on November 10, 1970, while he was attending a showing of a 

film based on Tolstoy’s novel “War and Peace.” 
 On May 6, 1973, the dedication of the Robert Lee Humber Building 
was held at Pitt Technical Institute with Lt. Governor James B. Hunt, 
Jr., giving the dedication speech. Humber was former chairman of Pitt 
Technical Institute Board of Trustees. At the dedication ceremonies, 
a portrait of Mr. Humber and commemorative bronze plaque were 
presented. The painting was unveiled by Humber’s grandson, Robert Lee 
Humber II. In 1996 a NC State Highway Historical Marker to Robert Lee 
Humber was unveiled by Robert Lee Humber, III, in front of the Humber 
family home which was given to the State and has served since 1983 
as the Eastern Office for the North Carolina Division of Archives and 
History.
 The following is an excerpt from the Humber Building Dedication 
program, May 6, 1973: “Few men in the course of life acquire the 
breadth of knowledge, the height of achievement, the depth of human 
understanding and the compassion of his fellow men as did Dr. Robert 
Lee Humber. Indeed the last words written by Dr. Humber on the day of 
his death, November 10, 1970, reflect the depth of his concern for the 
quality of life. He wrote: ‘Herein lies our dilemma: The discrepancy 
between our profession and our practice, the inconsistency between our 
faith and our works – it is this chasm between human desire and human 
performance which commands priority in our action. It transcends every 
other consideration of our time.’ As he wrote – with meaning, conviction, 
and compassion – so did he live.” 

Robert Lee Humber

“Robert Lee Humber was a 
visionary....he reached for the 
stars and pulled us up with him.”

 - Elizabeth H. Copeland
Sheppard Memorial Library

During the dedication of the Robert Lee Humber Building in 1973, the unveiling of his 
portrait was attended by (l to r) Lt. Governor James B. Hunt, Jr., Sen. Vernon White, 
Humber’s grandson, Robert Lee Humber II, and  Dr. William E. Fulford, Jr.
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  In July 1963, because of these changes, the expansion of courses was 
curtailed and the practical nursing program in Elizabeth City came under 
the direction of the College of the Albemarle. Lloyd F. Spaulding, Director 
of the Industrial Education Center and D. H. Conley, Superintendent 
of Pitt County Schools, contacted Dr. I. E. Ready, Director of the NC 
Department of Community Colleges, and requested the name of the 
Industrial Education Center be changed to a technical institute. They were 
turned down.
 In 1964, the administration of the Pitt Industrial Education Center 
consisted of Lloyd F. Spaulding, Director; W. E. Fulford, Jr., Associate 
Director; W. H. Howell, Assistant Director; Elizabeth M. Dudley, 
Secretary; and Janice F. Williams, Bookkeeper. The Washington-Beaufort 
Unit, Pitt Industrial Education Center was under the control of Robert M. 
Langley, Assistant Director and Linda C. Stilley, Secretary/Clerk. 
 In February 1964, the Pitt Industrial Education Center created a Board 
of Trustees and Pitt County Senator Robert Lee Humber was named as 
the first chairman. In March 1964, the administration of the Pitt Industrial 
Education Center was transferred from the Pitt County Board of Education 
to the Board of Trustees of the Pitt Industrial Education Center. 
 On May 18, 1964, the Board of Trustees of the Pitt Industrial 
Education Center again sent a request to the State Board of Education 
requesting the Pitt Industrial Education Center’s name be changed to the 
“Pitt County Technical Institute.” Sen. Robert L. Humber announced 
the approval of the name change by the state on June 5th and stated, 
“The elevation of the Pitt Industrial Education Center to the status of 
Technical Institute is in keeping with the declared policy and projected 
plans of the board of trustees to provide this school with every facility to 

serve the needs of all the people of Pitt County in every level of technical 
instruction.”  In July 1964, the name formally became the “Pitt Technical 
Institute” and the following September, two-year associate degrees in 
technical fields were added to its offerings. 
 By June 1964, over 1,100 Pitt County citizens were attending over 
170 courses offered by Pitt Industrial Education Center. Over 4,000 
students from Pitt, Beaufort, Martin, Halifax, and Hertford counties 
were participating in educational programs offered by the center in 
other counties, including many technical courses such as plumbing and 
bricklaying and basic courses teaching people to read and write.
 After numerous delays, the building was finished and on the morning 
of August 6, 1964, officials of Pitt Technical Institute gathered to get a 
first-hand look at the new facility. The building featured 37,420 square feet 
of floor space comprising five classrooms, five laboratory and workshop 
areas, a library, a bookstore, a student lounge, and space for administrative 
offices and storage. The Pitt County Board of Education took tentative 
acceptance of the building from the architect George Shoe pending the 
final certification. On hand to greet the institution’s administration and 
congratulate them on their occupancy were Sen. Robert L. Humber, 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees; Joseph S. Moye, Chairman of the Pitt 

County Board of Education, George Shoe, of Dudley & Shoe Architects; 
and several members of the Board of Trustees. Lloyd F. Spaulding, 
President of Pitt Technical Institute, received the congratulations of those 
on hand as the first truck load of furniture and equipment moved towards 
the building. Official dedication of the building would be held in the Fall. 
 At a special meeting of the Institute’s Board of Trustees on August 
14, 1964, Lloyd F. Spaulding, President of PTI served notice of his 
resignation. He had been offered and accepted a similar position at a 
multi-million dollar industrial education center in Atlanta, Georgia.  
Mr. Humber, Chairman of the Board, read Spaulding’s letter of 
resignation, then told the board, “We have been fortunate in having 
the leadership he has provided since he has been here.” Speaking for 
members of the board, Humber expressed his appreciation for what he 
termed the “exceptionally fine and noble work” that Spaulding has done 
since his association here. “We release you with reluctance,” Humber 
stated.
 On September 8, 1964, members of the Pitt County Board of 
Education granted D.H. Conley, Superintendent of Schools, interim 
authority to authorize use of the county school facilities by Pitt Technical 
Institute. The Board of Education chose which teachers would be allowed 

Above:  Early leaders of the Pitt Industrial 
Education Center consisted of (l to r) Lloyd F. 
Spaulding, Sen. Robert Lee Humber, and William E. 
Fulford, Jr.

Right:  As construction continues on the first 
building on the campus of the Pitt Technical 
Institute, President Lloyd Spaulding looks on. The 
building housed the administration offices as well 
as classrooms, laboratories, the library, bookstore, 
and student lounge. The building would later be 
dedicated as the Vernon E. White building.
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to teach night courses from lists submitted by the Institute.
 After the completion of the new modern building to house the 
school, the first classes were begun at the school on September 10, 1964. 
Following registration earlier in the week, there were 89 full-time students 
and 304 registered for night-time classes, of which 
211 were in classes then 
and the remaining 
enrollees were 
to begin classes 
as soon as the 
required minimum 
for each class was 
registered. The first 
courses offered in 
the new school were 
architectural drafting, 
radio and TV servicing, 
electronics technology, 
agricultural business, 
machinist trade, 
automotive mechanics, 
and secretarial science. 
In addition to the 
programs offered at 
the Institute, courses 
in plumbing, carpentry, 
sheet metal mechanics, 
masonry, painting and 
paper-hanging, and 
electrical installation and 
maintenance were offered 
at the Fountain School 
extension. In response to 
demands from the local 
community, new programs 
were added at a rate of almost 
one per year. 
 On September 16, 1964, 
a few days after classes 
started, William E. Fulford, 
Jr., former Associate Director 
of Pitt Technical Institute, was 
named as its new president. 
Fulford formally took the reins 
of the Institute on October 1 as 
it began its full operation in its 
new physical location.
 The first graduating class of 40 students received their diplomas in 
the Winterville High School Auditorium on August 15, 1965, and in May 
1966, 69 more persons were so honored in a ceremony held in the lobby of 
the White Building.

 In November 1965, it was announced that Pitt Tech was already 
overcrowded. According to a study made by the administrative staff of 
then Acting President W. H. Howell (who served as Acting President while 

William Fulford completed his doctoral 
degree), the fall enrollment increased by 108 
percent over the previous year, from 91 to 
198 full-time resident students. According 
to the study, anticipated enrollment for 
the next year showed that 275 high school 
students intended to make application 
to Pitt Tech. To alleviate the crowded 
conditions, the Trustees approved the 
transformation of the South breezeway 
which adjoined the Administration 
Building into a classroom. At a special 
luncheon meeting of the PTI Board of 
Trustees in December 1965 at Kenland 
Motel Restaurant, the trustees authorized 
the building committee to proceed with 
final plans for a new wing to be added to 
the administration building. They also 
announced that a long range “Master 
Plan” on future development had been 
started.
        In the Spring of 1967, PTI 
received a federal grant from the 
Department of Education. The funds 
were used on a matching basis with 
state funds for the acquisition of 
library materials. On April 16, 1967, 
the Pitt Technical Institute held its 
first formal “Open House” and The 
Daily Reflector newspaper published 
a special issue featuring all aspects 
of Pitt Technical Institute.
 In September 1967, PTI 
was the first school in North 
Carolina to offer a program 
in Agricultural Chemicals 
Technology. It was believed that 
placing the agricultural chemicals 
program at PTI was the ideal 
geographical location since 
there were so many companies 

and industries in eastern North Carolina that dealt 
with agricultural chemicals. By fall of 1968, the students began using 
two to three acres adjoining the campus as an experimental farm and a 
greenhouse on campus to practice what they learned in the classroom.
 In December 1967, the PTI Board of Trustees announced that they 
had adopted a “Master Plan of Pitt Technical Institute’s Campus of the 
Future.” The master plan, prepared by the architectural firm of Leslie N. 

Boney and Associates of Wilmington, NC, encompassed 67 acres and 
included plans for the construction of five academic buildings, heating 
plant, library, student center, learning center, shops, facility office building, 
science building, auditorium, school of business building, cafeteria, semi-
skilled student complex, physical education building, and additions to the 
present administration building. The master plan was required by the NC 
Department of Community Colleges and other state and federal agencies 
before certain funds could be allocated for future construction. Robert 
Lee Humber, Chairman of the Board, pointed out that everything was 
not written in stone, and that the trustees would use the plan as a guide 
in planning for the ensuing years. President Fulford also announced that 
a recent survey by the NC Department of Community Colleges showed 
that Pitt Technical Institute led the other 43 NC Community Colleges 
and Technical Institutes in space utilization. This meant PTI served more 
students per square foot of classroom space than any other institution.
 At the Board of Trustees meeting in March 1968, they accepted 
the full recommendations of their building committee and directed the 
architects Dudley and Shoe to proceed with the final specifications for a 
new classroom and laboratory building. The building was to be built north 
of the Administration Building from funds totaling $644,000 budgeted 

Below:  The first graduating class of 40 students received their diplomas 
in the Winterville High School Auditorium on August 15, 1965.

Above:  In the foreground, construction on a new classroom building continues. Note at the bottom right of the photo the parking lanes for the drive-in  movie theatre 
located next to campus.
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       Dr. William E. Fulford served 
as the institution’s president from 
1964-1984. During those twenty 
years, the institution experienced 
many changes and much growth.  
Described as a man of tremendous 
drive and ambition, he led the 
college from its fledgling stage 
into the college transfer program.
 Fulford was a native of 
Farmville, NC. and received his 
B.A. Degree from North Carolina 
State University in 1953, a 

Masters Degree from East Carolina University in 1960, and a Doctorate in 
Educational Administration from Duke University in 1968. 
 He served as a Corporal in the United States Army from 1953-55 and 
taught vocational agriculture classes at South Edgecombe High School in 
Pinetops, NC, from 1955 to 1962. He was also a farmer, businessman, and 
a research instructor for NC State University.
 Fulford began his career in 1962 when he heard that Lloyd F. 
Spaulding, then Director of the Pitt Industrial Center, was looking for 
an Associate Director. He interviewed and was hired for that position. 
When Spaulding announced his resignation in the summer of 1964, the 
Board of Trustees of the Industrial Center began immediately searching 
for a replacement. On September 16, 1964, at a special called meeting of 
the board, Fulford’s name was placed in nomination and he was elected 
unanimously as Spaulding’s successor. He served as President of Pitt 
Industrial Education Center from 1964 to 1984. During his tenure, he 
guided this institution from an industrial education center to a thriving 
comprehensive community college. Dr. Fulford is remembered by the Pitt 
Community College staff for his leadership in recruiting students, working 
with the business community to hire graduates, lobbying for adding 
the college transfer curriculm, developing the community college, and 
initiating the nursing education program.
 In April 1969, Fulford  was named by Gov. Scott as a member of the 
new State Advisory Council on Vocational Education.
 Dr. Fulford was an active member of numerous professional and 
civic organizations including the American Vocational Association, 
American Educational Research Association, American Council on Basic 
Education, past vice-president of the Edgecombe County Education 
Association, Pitt County Advisory Council on Mental Health, Advisory 
Committee of the Sheltered Workshop, Pitt County School Consolidation 
Advisory Committee, Board of Directors of the Pitt-Greenville Chamber 
of Commerce and president of the Board of Alcohol Corporation of 
America. He was also a member of the Lions Club and several agricultural 

organizations. 
 He held honorary memberships in the following fraternal 
organizations: Phi Delta Kappa, Kappa Delta Phi, and Epsilon Phi Tau. He 
was a member of the Monk Memorial Methodist Church near Farmville 
where he served as a Sunday School teacher for many years.
 He married the former Betty Gay and had one daughter. Dr. Fulford 
suffered a heart attack in October 1982 and died January 17, 1984. 
 The William E. Fulford, Jr. Building was dedicated to him on January 
16, 1994 with the presentation of his portrait. The William E. Fulford, Jr. 
Building contains the Health Science programs and the General Science 
Departments.

for its construction. Included in this building project was a second grant 
of $5,727 in matching federal and state renovation monies to expand the 
library to contain approximately 12,000 volumes. The architects Dudley 
and Shoe told the board that the plans would be ready for acceptance of 
construction bids in April. President William E. Fulford pointed out that 
the new building, when completed, would mean much to the citizens of 
Pitt County and their children. “Pitt Technical Institute is moving toward 
the reality of providing greater facilities in order to be of greater service 
to the citizens of Pitt County,” Fulford explained. “The new building will 
combine beauty with functionalism that will house programs and provide 
services which are desperately needed. The new building will be equipped 
with the latest and most modern educational equipment which will help 
facilitate the teacher-learning process.” By April, Congressman Walter 
B. Jones announced the approval of a grant of $54,000 from the U. S. 
Department of Education to go toward the new construction at PTI.
 The first non-profit foundation was formed at Pitt Technical Institute 
in early 1968 and approved by the state by May 1968. Union Carbide 
Corporation made the first gift to the PTI Foundation in the amount of 
$500 in April 1968 and continued to give annual gifts of $500. For a 
period of time, this first foundation became inactive.
 At a special meeting on June 3, 1968, the Board of Trustees of Pitt 
Technical Institute voted to request Community College status from the 
State Board of Education beginning with the 1969 fall term. At the same 
time the trustees passed a resolution stating that the policy of the board 
was to strengthen further the technical and vocational offerings and 
programs of the institute. The board made it clear through official action 
that in adopting the college parallel program it would never de-emphasize 
the technical and vocational training – this being the primary objective of 
the school. The State Board of Education approved their request on June 
6, 1968 with several provisions. The request had to be approved by the 
Governor and the NC Advisory Budget Commission. It was also subject to 
meeting any requirements of law for the required local financial support. 
No one knew that the fight for community college status was to last 
another ten years.
 It was revealed later that the action of the Board of Trustees of Pitt 
Technical Institute was not a unanimous vote. Three members of the 12 
Board of Trustees voted against the action:  A. B. Whitley, Jimmy Brewer 
and Clifton Everett. A fourth board member, Chick Wynn, was absent 
due to sickness. Robert Lee Humber, Chairman of the Board, said in his 
opinion, the opposition came from “an apprehension that the technical 
instruction at the school might not be provided with the same degree of 
opportunity and emphasis.” Mr. Humber termed it “an apprehension...
not an opposition.” Humber emphasized “the eight that voted for the 
change...the president and the staff of the institute are all 100 percent 
for not only continuing emphasis on technical instruction, but to seek 
to provide every new course that local needs demand.” Mr. Humber 
explained that one reason for requesting the change to community college 
status was to provide a means of transferring credits received at the school 
to senior colleges in the state. This, he said, would aid students attending 
Pitt Tech to further their education at senior colleges without losing 
academic credit.

Dr. William E. Fulford, Jr.

Advertisement found in The Daily Reflector in March 1969. 1514



 Mr. Humber, ever the promoter of Pitt Technical Institute, stated, 
“that 57 Pitt residents last year went to community colleges in other 
counties because such a program of transfer courses was not available 
here. Sixty-seven students are presently enrolled in other community 
colleges for the coming school term for the same reason.” He also pointed 
out that the “enlarging of staff and faculty of the institute to provide a full 
range of community college classes, undoubtedly will have a social and 
economic impact...bringing into the community more men and women of 
high intellectual caliber and leadership. The people of the county should 
not be denied an opportunity for a complete education, equal to facilities 
existing anywhere else, nor should any segment of the population be 
limited in type of education to be offered. To discipline the skills, train the 
minds and stimulate ambitions of all high school graduates to reach their 
maximum potential in life is the assignment which PTI has accepted and 
is committed to fulfill in plenitude. We are not de-emphasizing technical 
instruction, but enriching it by enabling all the talents of an individual to 
be developed.”
 On the morning of September 16, 1968, a large number of students 
and distinguished local citizens were on hand for the groundbreaking 
ceremonies for a new building at Pitt Technical Institute. After the 
invocation by the Rev. Tommy J. Payne, pastor of the Oakmont 
Baptist Church of Greenville, William E. Fulford, Jr., President of the 
Institute, welcomed the people attending the ceremonies. Comparing the 
tremendous changes which have taken place at Pitt Technical Institute 
since 1963, Fulford noted that there were 67 faculty members, 400 full-
time students, and more than 8,000 participants in the extension program. 
“In spite of this spectacular growth, we cannot afford to stand still. We 
still need to expand, we need additional buildings,” Fulford commented. 
In his short address, Robert Lee Humber remarked on the commitment 
to satisfy the needs of the community and expressing other needs, Mr. 
Humber said, “Cultural values are needed for everyone to live a full and 
useful life.” He was referring to the Georgian design to be used in this new 
building and stated, “This building is designed to combine functionalism 
with beauty. I hope the architectural motives will be an inspiration for all 
who attend the Institute.” Humber noted that future plans involved the 
expansion of Pitt Tech to meet the growing needs of Pitt County. At the 
ceremony, Mr. Humber was the first to break ground for the new building. 
William E. Fulford, Jr. and Robert Martin, chairman of the Pitt County 
Board of County Commissioners, were next to break ground. Others 
participating in the groundbreaking included: A. B. Whitley, Vernon Cox, 
Corey Stokes, Mrs. David J. Whichard II, and Dr. Leo Jenkins.
 In the Fall semester of 1968-1969, PTI had an enrollment of 448 full-
time and part-time students, representing students from 22 North Carolina 
counties, the states of Virginia, Delaware, Georgia and Illinois, and 
one foreign student, a young lady from Thailand, according to statistics 
released by Douglas Morgan, Director of the Degree and Diploma 
Program at PTI. The out-of-state students were those attending the popular 
horseshoeing class, taught by an instructor from Canada, based in Virginia, 
who taught on an itinerant basis. These enrollment numbers were a slight 
decline from the previous year since technical institutes were established 
in Halifax, Hertford, and Martin Counties during the past year.

 The year of 1969 was tough for Pitt Tech in more ways than one. 
In January 1969, the State Advisory Budget Committee of the General 
Assembly failed to recommend the funds to convert PTI into a community 
college. This was a disappointing blow to all the supporters of Pitt Tech, 
but President W. E. Fulford stated, “the fight has only begun,” and felt 
the Governor would assist PTI in the effort to secure community college 
status. 
 The institute continued to expand its programs and class offerings. 
Pitt Technical Institute in cooperation with Burroughs-Wellcome and 
Co., a national pharmaceutical company planning to come to Greenville, 
began to offer courses to train 400 hourly wage workers and 120 salaried 
workers for employment. Pitt Tech was involved in pre-hiring training and 
post-hiring training with the new industry.  
 In March and April 1969, a NC Education team and an accreditation 

team from the Southern Association of Accreditation spent several days 
at PTI evaluating it and its programs. PTI received a preliminary report 
from the Southern Association which pointed out several areas of need. 
The biggest area of need was the expansion of library facilities which 
would be corrected when the new library opened in the new building in 
fall of 1969. Student enrollment had expanded so rapidly that the limited 
library facilities were not adequate to meet the needs of the students. 
It was recommended that another full-time professional librarian, one 
clerical worker, and five more student assistants be supplied to the library. 
They also recommended that the book budget be increased to equal 5 
percent of the instructional budget. They were “favorably impressed” 
with the institution as a whole but were somewhat concerned over the 
lack of physical facilities for students. According to a survey by the NC 
Commission on Higher Education, Pitt 
Tech showed an average room utilization 
of 52.5 hours per week in the study for the 
second highest of any institution of higher 
learning in the state.
 In May 1969, Pitt Tech had a record 
graduating class of 73 students and at the 
graduation ceremonies in the McGinnis 
Auditorium on the ECU campus, they 
were praised for extending their education 
and challenged to be prepared for the role 
they would play in the rapid growth and 
development of eastern North Carolina.
 In the fight to gain community college 
status, there was an active campaign 
against it in the media with prominent 
citizens and PTI Board of Trustees for 
and against it.  It was announced in June 
1969 that the NC General Assembly 
had appropriated the funds for Pitt Tech 
and two other technical institutes to 
become a community college. The first 
appropriation of approximately $82,000 was granted to begin preparations 
for the college transfer program, which would not begin at Pitt Tech until 
September of 1970.
 At the Board of Trustees meeting held on July 29, 1969, the trustees 
approved the adoption of “Pitt Community College” as the new name for 
the school subject to final details that had to be worked out.
 As the new 30,000 square foot classroom building was nearing 
completion, there was a problem getting a water and sewer connection 
from Winterville. Money had been allotted to Winterville from several 
state and federal agencies to pay for the hookup, but the funds would 
not arrive until long after the start of school. W. E. Fulford went before 
the Pitt County Commissioners trying to get them to provide money for 
temporary water and sewer service. He stated that when PTI started its 
Fall semester on September 8, 1969, the second floor of the new building 
would be opened at the start of school and classes on the first floor would 
begin about three weeks later, with no sewer or water. The Town of 

Winterville stepped up to the plate and had its workmen put in temporary 
water and sewer into the new building at a third of the proposed cost. The 
new classroom-laboratory building opened in September 1969 but was not 
named until 1973.
 On October 27, 1969, W. E. Fulford, President of PTI, Dean Edward 
B. Bright, and Business Manager, W. H. Howell, appeared before a 
special committee of scholars in Atlanta, Ga. who were assembled by 
the Southern Association of Accreditation. This group was charged with 
the responsibility of determining the adequacy of Pitt Tech’s reactions 
and response to the evaluations and recommendations made by the 
Association’s visiting committee back in April 1969. This committee 
recommended that Pitt Technical Institute be accepted as a member. The 
great news came on December 4, 1969, with a major hurdle overcome. 

The Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools announced on that day at 
their annual meeting in Dallas, TX that 
Pitt Technical Institute was accepted 
as a member of the Association and 
fully accredited. President Fulford in 
commenting on this achievement said, 
“We are very happy that the Association 
has accredited and accepted Pitt Technical 
Institute as a member of the Association. 
However, the Institute’s objective is to 
provide a superior educational program. 
In order to accomplish this, we must not 
be satisfied with meeting the minimum 
requirements developed by an accrediting 
organization. We must set our own 
standards and goals which surpass those 
thought to be sufficient.”
 Looking back, 1969 was also a year 
of social upheavals on a national and 
local level. The pressures of the Vietnam 
War, school desegregation, civil rights 

marches and civil unrest, and the KKK marching in several towns in Pitt 
County led to an inevitable social reaction. When a Highway Patrolman 
shot a drunken black man in an altercation on August 6, the community 
exploded. The incident, known as the Day-Murphy Case, sparked 
demonstrations all over the county which resulted in some 900 arrests. In 
the Fall of 1969, Pitt Technical Institute in cooperation with the City of 
Greenville, state agencies, law enforcement, Chamber of Commerce and 
other social agencies sponsored large peace and human relations seminars 
at D. H. Conley High School, trying to get all parts of the community 
together. Entitled “Community Leadership in Human Relations,” the 
seminars were headed by NC Attorney General, Robert Morgan and PTI 
President, Dr. William E. Fulford. More than 300 people attended the three 
seminars which were made up of panels of leading black and white social 
leaders and businessmen and women from all over eastern North Carolina. 
Dr. William E. Fulford, during his opening remarks, told the group “we 
appreciate your presence and your willingness to help the county strive 

William E. Fulford brought farriering to Pitt Tech in 1964 and it flourished until 
1977. PTI was only the third school in the country to offer this program.

“We are very happy that the Association 
has accredited and accepted Pitt Technical 
Institute as a member of the Association. 
However, the Institute’s objective is to 
provide a superior educational program. 
In order to accomplish this, we must not 
be satisfied with meeting the minimum 
requirements developed by an accrediting 
organization. We must set our own 
standards and goals which surpass those 
thought to be sufficient.”

– Dr. William E. Fulford, Jr., 1969
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students into the state’s universities 
with full credits would strengthen 
or harm both. In late January 1970, 
ECU President, Dr. Leo W. Jenkins, 
met with Dr. William E. Fulford, 
Dr. I. E. Reedy, Director of the 
Department of Community Colleges 
and representatives from over 50 other 
institutions to discuss the possibility 
of a “blanket program” in which East 
Carolina University would accept 
as full juniors the graduates of two-
year community colleges. Dr. Jenkins 
informed the delegation that the 
Division of Continuing Education at 
ECU had already developed a program 
to provide college credit courses to 
technical institute students. He added 
that the University would provide 
special courses that two-year colleges 
could not readily provide themselves. 
The ECU president also expressed 
hope that the two-year colleges and 
the university could work closely in 
athletics, institutional research, and 
job placement. There were a number 
of community college presidents who were against the idea. There were 
cries of elitism and the belief that most vocational students would not 
attend a four-year college. Dr. Ben Fountain, President of the Lenoir 
County Community College said it best by declaring, “Those who fear 
educational change often raise the specter of lower standards in an 
attempt to stifle educational opportunities for our people.”
 The state’s powerful Advisory Budget Commission in February 1970 
pointedly told technical institute officials that the General Assembly did 
not intend for their institutions to become the base for a new system of 
state-supported two-year colleges or four-year regional universities. There 
was a fear that state monies for technical education and training would be 
diverted or used to support college level training.
 Dr. William E. Fulford worked hard during this time speaking to 
any group who would have him come. He directed his remarks to the 
upcoming vote to make Pitt Tech a community college. Many times there 
were heated discussions, claiming that PTI was not fulfilling its purpose 
and taught more “fou-fou” or “fluff” courses than vocational courses. 
“First of all,” Dr. Fulford told one group, “many people are confused 
because the 1961 bond issue has been erroneously implicated with this 
vote on May 2. The bond issue was passed to acquire land, to erect a 
building, and support the existing technical institute. There has also 
been some comment,” Fulford continued, “that Pitt Tech is not fulfilling 
its original purpose because certain vocational courses are not being 
offered.  Let me clarify now why some courses are not being taught. Pitt 
Tech offers any vocational course for which there is a demand. Generally, 

a minimum number of ten students 
is needed to justify the expense of 
hiring an instructor, and purchasing 
necessary equipment and supplies. The 
community, local schools, business 
and industry are urged to supply 
us ten or more interested students, 
for any program we are not now 
offering. We will do our utmost to 
make the unskilled worker skilled 
and employable in our fast growing 
industrial community.”
       On April 26, 1970, Pitt 
Technical Institute held an open 
house celebration for the addition 
of their new three-story library and 
classroom building. The open house 
included exhibits from all the 17 major 
curriculum areas being taught, ranging 
from emergency rescue training and 
fire fighting procedures to operating 
room technology and computer 
operations.
      At the request of the PTI Board 
of Trustees, a special meeting 
was held with the Pitt County 

Commissioners on April 13, 1970 at a luncheon at the Holiday Inn. The 
PTI trustees presented the commissioners with a resolution requesting the 
Commissioners to call a special election on the question of appropriating 
funds for financial support of the proposed community college by 
levying a maximum seven cents per $100 valuation tax. The County 
Commissioners approved the resolution and set May 2 as the date for both 
the vote and for the regular primary election.
 Even though the state had already approved the creation of Pitt 
Community College in 1969, there was great faith that Pitt Technical 
Institute would officially become a community college by the fall and 
by this referendum the voters of Pitt County would vote to pay $6,000 
annually in order to receive the benefit of the large state appropriation for 
the operation and maintenance of two-year college courses.
 By law, approval of the tax rested in the hands of Pitt County voters, 
and at the primary vote held on May 2, 1970 the voters said “No.” In 
rejecting the community college bid, the voters denied the Pitt County 
Commissioners to appropriate funds, either from non-tax revenues or 
special taxes for the financial support of the proposed community college. 
From the debate that went on in the campaign which preceded the vote, 
both opponents and supporters of community college status were in 
agreement that the technical/vocational programs at the Institute should 
not be de-emphasized. Opponents felt that de-emphasis might come 
about if community college status were granted. Dr. William E. Fulford, 
President of PTI, who was disappointed at the vote, noted, “the people 
have spoken and now we will just have to try and make Pitt Technical 

for better human relations. We are here to gain greater insight and 
competencies in dealing with problems concerning the conflict between 
people of different color and philosophies. Before we can be ‘problem 
solvers’ we must first be part of the solution rather than the problem.” Pitt 
Tech’s involvement in social relevance and peacemaking has continued 
over the years.
 The year 1970 opened at PTI with great promise and anticipation. In 
January 1970, Robert Lee Humber was re-elected Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees of the institution. He had held the post since the institute 
began.
 Space continued to be the problem faced by the school during 
the 1970s. President W. E. Fulford declared that the utilization of the 
vocational facilities were so great that outside facilities were needed to 
fulfill obligations. During the day, PTI used the American Legion building, 
the old County Home, and other rented space. In the evening programs, 
PTI used local churches, fire department facilities, municipal buildings, 
public schools and industrial plants to meet the demands for services 
rendered by the Institute.
 A philosophical debate raged across the technical institutes and 
colleges of the state whether the acceptance of two-year technical institute 

Above:  Construction continues on the classroom and laboratory building. The 
third floor would eventually house the library.  Left:  Dr. William E. Fulford, Jr. 
addresses the crowd during the Humber Building dedication in 1973.

“The remarkable thing about the community 
college has been the leaders of the school. 
Having known all the Pitt Community College 
presidents from the beginning, this community 
has been blessed to have such visionary leaders 
at the reins. I worked closely with Bill Fulford 
who stomped all over the community and 
Raleigh to get what was needed to get young 
people educated. From fighting social mores, 
to get education for pregnant high school girls, 
to getting high school drop-outs access to the 
Pitt Tech Learning Lab to get their high school 
diplomas, it was always about the students. 
Now Dennis Massey leads with such vision and 
outreach into the community. I stand in awe at 
the very thought of how the school has touched 
the lives of thousands of students...”

– Katheryn C. Lewis 
First Pitt County School Guidance Counselor

and former member of the PCC Board of Trustees
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Institute the finest technical institution around.”  
 The proposal would have broadened Pitt Technical Institute’s 
offerings by making it a community college, but the counselors at Pitt 
Tech started to direct people to Martin County Community College and 
Lenoir Community College and other nearby community colleges when 
a student seemed motivated toward academic subjects on a community 
college level. And again the community college status had to wait because 
the money wasn’t there.
 Tragedy struck on the evening of November 10, 1970 when Pitt 
Tech’s most dedicated and cherished member, Robert Lee Humber, died 
suddenly. Mr. Humber’s strength of mind and philosophy set the course 
for the future of Pitt Technical Institute. Classes were cancelled in his 
honor.
 By late 1970, Pitt Tech was touted as being on the cutting edge 
of the computer generation. Begun in 1969, the PTI Electronic Data 
Processing-Business Program had grown to be the second largest in the 
state at the time. The program was headed by Mrs. Mildred T. McGrath, 
the only female chairman of a computer programming curriculum in the 
NC Community College System. The courses offered included Computer 
Concepts and Systems and taught 60 computer languages, such as 
Report Program Generator (RPG), Fortran, and Cobol. The students who 
graduated from the program had the possibility of qualifying for jobs 

paying as much as $10,000 a year. This was a huge sum since in 1970 
the minimum wage was $1.60 an hour and the average wage earner made 
$3,328 a year. 
 At the February 1971 Board of Trustees meeting, Sen. Vernon 
White was elected Chairman of the Board to succeed the late Robert Lee 
Humber, who held that position until his death. The Board of Trustees also 
adopted a resolution honoring Mr. Humber prepared by Clifton Everett 
and Dr. William E. Fulford.
 Space was again the critical issue in 1971. According to E. B. Bright, 
Dean of Instruction at PTI, every effort was made to maximize the use 
of all facilities at Pitt Tech, but there was not adequate space for teaching 
all courses on campus. More vocational courses were taught at Robinson 
Union School in Winterville and the Industrial Building in Greenville.
  In September 1971, the Board of Trustees of Pitt Technical Institute 
adopted a record budget of $1.4 million dollars for 1971-72, of which 
$1,168,670 was for operating costs and $231,420 for capital outlay. It was 
reported that 67 percent of the total budget would come from state funds 
and 13 percent from county funds.
 At the March 1972 Board of Trustees meeting, the Dean of 
Instruction, Dr. Ed Bright, presented the Trustees with a report dealing 
with the total production of graduates in curriculum since 1964. “Since 
opening our doors, PTI has had 854 total graduates,” stated Bright. “One 

Vernon Eno White
 It seems appropriate that Vernon 

E. White’s large home sat on 
Highway 11 within sight of Pitt 
Community College. From 
this vantage point, he not only 
saw the small Pitt Industrial 
Education Center grow into the 
vibrant Pitt Community College; 
he was there to make it happen. 
 Born in Hertford County, NC 
on April 27, 1906, White grew up 

in Hertford and Bertie Counties 
graduating from Aulander High 

School in 1925. He received his B.S. 
Degree in 1929 and his B.A. Degree in 

1931 from Wake Forest College. 
 From 1929 to 1937, White served as a teacher 
and principal at Roxobel-Kelford School in Bertie County and from 1937 
to 1940 at Aurelian Springs School in Halifax County, NC.
 He became a resident of Pitt County and Winterville in 1941 
when he came to this area as county supervisor for the Farm Security 
Administration, later the Farmers Home Administration.  He served a tour 
of duty with the Armed Forces near the end of WWII and came back and 
began engaging in farming with operations in Winterville, Pactolus, and 
Grimesland townships.
 He was an active citizen of the Winterville community. He served 
on the Recreation Commission of the town for many years and was on 
the Winterville School Board. He was also a member of the Winterville 
Ruritan and Kiwanis Clubs and was a member of the Greenville Moose 
Lodge. He was active in the Winterville Missionary Baptist Church, 
serving as chairman and member of the Board of Deacons for 22 years and 
Sunday School Superintendent for more than 22 years.
 White was elected as the first treasurer of the Pitt County 
Development Commission in 1959, a tax supported economic body of 
the county government. He served as member of the Board of Pitt County 
Commissioners from 1963-66 and as chairman in 1966. He was former 
chairman of Pitt County Planning Board; President of the Pitt County 
Livestock Association; Chairman of the Pitt County Board of Health; 
trustee of Sheppard Memorial Library and for nearly 11 years was a 
member of the Pitt County Draft Board.  He was a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Bank of Winterville, First State Bank, and First Citizens 
Bank and the Board of Directors of Wachovia Bank and Trust Company 
of Greenville; a member of the Chowan College Board of Trustees and 
the Board of Advisors; and an honorary member of the State Veterinary 
Medical Association. He also served as President of the NC Tobacco 
Foundation, Inc., was a member of the Carolina Charter Corporation, and 
was appointed to the NC Board of Agriculture in 1981.
 Elected in 1968, White served as a democrat in the NC Senate, Ninth 
District, longer than any senator in Pitt County’s history from 1969-1984. 

He was instrumental in establishing the School of Veterinary Medicine at 
NC State University in 1977.
 Vernon White served as a trustee of Pitt Community College for 26 
years, from 1963 until 1989, when the Pitt County Commissioners ruled 
that PCC trustees could only serve two terms. White served as chairman of 
the PCC Board of Trustees for seven years and was a member of the policy 
committee. In 1975, White was given a citation award for “Steadfast 
Leadership in Legislative Matters of Vital Interest to North Carolina 
Soybean Farmers,” by the NC Soybean Association. In 1977, he received 
a Tribute of Appreciation for his efforts in the advancement of Veterinary 
Medicine in North Carolina. In 1980, he was given the Distinguished 
Service Award by the NC Association of Sheltered Workshops, Inc. 
 In May 1981, the Pitt Community College Administration Building 
was named in his honor. At the PCC Spring Commencement in 1990, 
White was presented with a Distinguished Service Award for his 
contribution to the College, and a scholarship was started in his name.
 Vernon White died on November 15, 1999. He was married for 68 
years to the former Louise Ange of Winterville, NC and they had one son. 
Family members recall that he was a loving person who could be tough 
when he wanted to be. He loved the land, loved children, liked to make 
jam, and at family gatherings would send everyone home with a bushel of 
sweet potatoes.

At right:  The 
Administration Building 
was named in Vernon E. 
White’s honor.

Below:  Sen. White, also 
Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees, meets with 
Dr. William E. Fulford, 
Jr., President to discuss 
college business.
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Humber Building. Dr. Fulford concluded the ceremony by saying, “As 
we dedicate this structure, we must seize the spirit of this occasion to 
rededicate our efforts, talents and energies toward those ends and those 
ideals which Robert Lee Humber kindled at Pitt Technical Institute.” 
An open house followed the ceremony in which all the curriculum 
departments and extension programs had exhibits on display. At that time, 
The Humber Building included 31,458 square feet of floor space and 
housed the school library, extension offices, area consultants, and  
11 curriculum departments.
 The afterglow of the dedication of the Humber Building did not 
last long for at the Board of Trustees meeting in June 1973, the Dean of 
Instruction, Dr. E. B. Bright reported, “even though the Humber Building 
was occupied during the Fall Quarter of 1969, and enabled the Institute 
to increase its production, it has not been sufficient to meet the demands 
made on the institution of new and expanding programs.” Bright told the 
Board of the critical space problem. Pitt Tech was using an abandoned 
wood frame building at W. H. Robinson Union School in Winterville for 
four vocational programs and two certificate programs. Bright also stated 
that it had been necessary to convert areas on campus designed for storage, 
to either office space, student lounge, or instructional space. One-fourth of 
the PTI personnel had offices in other-than-permanent quarters. According 
to figures from the Fall of 1968 to Fall of 1972, full-time equivalency 
enrollment increased from 907 to 1,723. During the same period of time, 
in response to demands for services, the number of on-campus programs 
had grown from 12 to 18 technical programs and four to nine vocational 
programs. The Board was looking into three more buildings to house all 
the programs on campus.
 Information was released in September 1973 about two studies done 
on Pitt Tech. In a study of the economic contribution by the staff and 
faculty at Pitt Tech to Pitt County, it was reported that their impact was 
approximately $3.2 million dollars. In a “New Program” survey in the 
county, it was revealed what new programs were desired by the citizens 

of Pitt County. According to a desirability index used in the survey, the 
ten programs mentioned most often were plumbing, industrial mechanics, 
welding, auto body repair, agricultural equipment, marketing and retail, 
diesel mechanic, food service, industrial management and sheet metal. The 
biggest hindrance to offering these programs was the lack of facilities.
 In December 1973, the Pitt Tech Board of Trustees approached the 
Pitt County Commissioners for $490,000 to help fund three building 
projects at PTI; the addition of 4,800 square feet to the administration 
building to house the school’s nursing training program and the addition 
of another 5,888 square feet to house a book store, cafeteria, and lounge 
area. The third project was the construction of an 18,000 square-foot 
building, facing Reedy Branch Road, to house welding, heating and air 
conditioning, carpentry, electrical and masonry shops and classrooms. The 
county approved the additions to the administration building, but took 
the construction of the other building into consideration. They eventually 
approved the money for a new building and the Board of Trustees voted 
to employ Dudley and Shoe as architects for the two additions to the 
Administration Building and the new building. But by June 1974, the 
county had deleted the money for the new building in the 1974-75 county 
budget.
 In February 1975, the Pitt Technical Institute Board of Trustees 
unanimously supported a motion by A. B. Whitley, Jr. to add the college 
transfer program to the existing technical and vocational curricula of the 
institution, which would make PTI a comprehensive community college. 
The motion passed by the Board included a clause that would require a 
similar resolution of support from the Pitt County Commissioners before 
the proposed change could go to the General Assembly for final sanction. 
At the time, Whitley said he felt the PTI Board should go on record in 
favor of changing the name of Pitt Technical Institute to Pitt Community 
College and that they get the Pitt County Commissioners to join them in 
the endorsement. Whitley admitted he opposed the conversion back in 
1970 and that he was still concerned that the community college status 

of the major reasons cited for not having a larger number of graduates in 
PTI is that many students develop occupational skills to a point that they 
choose to enter their chosen field of work before graduating.”
 Almost 900 people attended the Pitt Technical Institute Resources 
Center two-day open house in April 1972. Nearly 40 exhibits and displays 
of projects and items made by PTI students were displayed on the third 
floor of the library. Beyond the usual curriculum courses, among the 
displays were that of Air and Water Resource Technology, aviation 
training, and fire service training. Home crafts had exhibits of sewing, 
crewel embroidery, needlepoint, crochet, string art, copper tooling, and 
aluminum etching. Of particular interest was the Pitt Tech microfilm 
collection, art slides and scrapbooks of Pitt Tech history.
  In June 1972, a unique pre-vocational training institute was held at 
PTI for 40 chosen rising Pitt County High School seniors. The research 
project, the only one of its kind in North Carolina, approved by the State 
Board of Education, included two groups of students from five Pitt County 
High Schools. The experimental group, who would be attending PTI, was 
exposed to various vocational programs for three days and then the student 
would select two particular programs for additional study. The Strong 
Vocational Interest Test was administered before and after the institute 
to determine if attitudes and interests were altered and follow-up records 
were maintained on the students relative to their post high school training.
 Pitt Tech joined the media age when, at the end of the September 
1972 Board of Trustees meeting, a new film, “Learning to Earn,” which 
informed the viewer about campus life and programs at Pitt Tech, was 
viewed by the board members. The film was used in student recruitment 
and was available to local schools, clubs, and organizations for their use.
 It was at the November 1972 Board of Trustees meeting that it was 
announced that the new classroom building would be named the “Robert 
Lee Humber Building.” R. E. Davenport, Jr., chairman of the committee 
on dedication and naming of the new building, said, “As the committee 
sought to accomplish its task, one name was preeminent, Dr. Robert 

Lee Humber. Dr. Humber always gave his best and his all; he stood for 
excellence. Dr. Humber was held in highest esteem and admired by all of 
us. He had a profound impact on the planning and direction of Pitt Tech. 
With his dynamic leadership, he took the idea of establishment of this 
institution and brought it to life. His idea of education was the enrichment 
of lives and furthering of individual skills. He was eager to see all people 
had an opportunity for education,” stated Davenport.
 On April 12, 1973, the Pitt Technical Institute Foundation, Inc. was 
organized in order “to serve on the regulating body for the solicitation, 
receipt, management and disbursement of all funds and or negotiable 
assets which are not included in the state, federal or county budgets.” The 
only asset this foundation had was a savings account and it appears this 
second foundation became inactive again until it was revived in 1987.
 The Robert Lee Humber Building, the second building on campus, 
was dedicated on Sunday, May 6, 1973. Speaking to a crowd of over 
500 people, Dr. William E. Fulford, Jr., Pitt Tech President, welcomed 
members of the Humber family and friends to the dedication ceremonies. 
Reflecting on his association with Humber, Fulford told the ceremony 
guests, “He strived for excellence and never accepted anything less. Dr. 
Humber found significance in the mundane, meaning in the common 
place; and he never yielded to obstacles in his pursuit of quality, beauty 
and opportunity for all mankind.”  Ed Davenport of Farmville, a member 
of the Board of Trustees at PTI, introduced Lt. Gov. James B. Hunt, Jr. for 
the dedicatory address. According to Hunt, Pitt Tech stood as an enduring 
landmark of Humber’s allegiance to Pitt County and its entire citizenry. 
“The right of all individuals, young and old, rich and poor, elite and 
impoverished, to pursue academic and practical education commensurate 
with their abilities and aspirations...was one of Dr. Humber’s ideals of 
the worth and dignity of man,” Hunt said.  Sen. Vernon White, Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees, then spoke of Mr. Humber’s early efforts in 
establishing and founding the institute. Master Robert Lee Humber III, 
Humber’s grandson, then unveiled the portrait that would hang in the 
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would jeopardize what he still considered the most important role of 
PTI – vocational and technical education. “Although the people voted to 
keep our institution a vocational and technical school,” Whitley said, 
“our utmost efforts have not been placed on vocational courses, any more 
than technical courses, and I further believe we have more applications 
for technical courses than vocational courses. Therefore, the name PTI 
is not reflecting our course of actions of image of what we are really 
teaching. I understand that now approximately 80 percent of the technical 
courses taught at PTI will transfer to virtually any four year college or 
university of North Carolina. So in fact, PTI is, for all practical purposes, 
performing many of the functions of a community college already without 
having the name, the prestige, and the additional funds that community 
college status would afford it,” Whitley emphasized. Whitley also said 
that PTI was in the process of having an institutional sign erected on the 
front campus of the school and felt that the change in the institutional 
name should be done before the sign is erected.
 In April 1975, officials from PTI again asked the County 
Commissioners to fund the building program. Enrollment was up and 
they were critically short on space. Vernon White, Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees at PTI, told the commissioners that the school would lose 
$67,000 in state funds on June 30, and another $95,800 by December 
31, unless local matching funds were approved for a building program. 
White noted, too, that the 1975 General Assembly was expected to 
appropriate $250,000 for capital improvements at the school which would 
also require local matching funds if they were to get it. PTI had plans 
for an additional building at an estimated construction cost of $750,000. 
The Pitt Commissioners did approve an additional $3,371 in new money 
for projected expenses for fuel, water, and power for the remainder of 
the fiscal year but took no action on the request for matching funds for 
the new building. By December 1, 1975, Pitt Tech moved into the new 
additions to the Administration building, adding six teaching spaces, the 
student and faculty lounges, and the snack bar in the student lounge.
 In July 1976, Pitt Tech was awarded a $250,000 grant by the Coastal 
Plains Regional Commission to be used for the construction of the new 
shop/classroom facility. With the addition of this award, the Institute 
had $1,003,000 dollars available for the construction, and the project 
was turned over to the architect. In the summer of 1976, the question 
of modern architecture arose when the Board of Trustees submitted the 
architectural drawings for the proposed new shop/classroom facility to 
the NC Office of State Property and Construction. They apparently had 
a problem with the design of the building and PTI President Dr. William 
E. Fulford, several trustees, and George Shoe, the architect, went to 
Raleigh to meet with the staff members of the Office of State Property 
and Construction. What came of the meeting is unknown, but by the fall 
of 1976 at the Board of Trustees meeting it was stated, “as a result of 
negative comments from the Office of State Property and Construction, the 
Trustees reaffirmed their commitment to the Georgian-style architecture 
for the PTI campus.”
 The question of converting PTI to a community college arose again 
in 1976. In the 1970 campaign there were several PTI Board of Trustee 
members against it. There was also an active campaign against it in the 

The above newspaper 
articles from 1970 are 
examples of the types 
of positive and negative 
responses to the question 
of whether Pitt Tech should 
become a Community 
College or not.
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They could only hold a vote for yes or no on funding the community 
college question. After several failed endorsement votes, the Pitt County 
Board of Commissioners adopted a resolution in May 1977 requesting 
members of the Pitt representatives in the NC General Assembly to seek 
passage of a local bill authorizing a referendum on the question of the 
conversion of Pitt Technical Institute to community college without a tax 
levy.
 During this same time, after an investigation by the News and 
Observer newspaper, they reported that Dr. William Fulford, President 
of PTI and Ed Warren, Pitt County Commissioner and Director of 
Cooperative Education at Pitt Tech, had land dealings together. After an 
investigation of conflict of interest by the Attorney General, the business 
ties of Fulford and Warren were deemed “above board” and “not in 
conflict with state and local policies.” The matter appeared to be tied to 
personal animosities against Commissioner Warren; nevertheless, it only 
stirred the waters more on the conversion of Pitt Technical Institute to a 
community college. Heated letters were published in the local newspaper 
against the bill in the state legislature, saying that the bill in present form, 
without any provision for funding, would “wreck the Pitt County tax 
structure.” Another cited Governor Hunt requesting a $10,300 decrease in 
state funding for community colleges because of declining enrollment.
 In June 1977, the NC General Assembly passed the bill which gave 
the Pitt County Commissioners the authorization to hold a referendum 
on the community college status without having to put the question of 
funding the conversion to a vote. State funds were not appropriated for the 
next biennium to implement the college transfer program and so the date 
for the referendum was put off.
 At the September 1977 meeting of the Pitt Technical Institute Board 
of Trustees, they unanimously elected Clifton W. Everett, Sr., of Bethel 

as Chairman of the Board. Everett was elected to succeed Sen. Vernon E. 
White, Chairman for the past seven years. Sen. White requested that he not 
be considered for the position for 1977-78.  Mrs. Kay Whichard succeeded 
Everett as Vice-Chairman, and Mrs. Nancy Mewborn was re-elected to her 
fourth term as Secretary of the Board.
 In a unique concept program in the summer of 1977, Dr. William E. 
Fulford, Jr., President of Pitt Tech, conceived of an idea of a live project 
of using PTI students to construct the maintenance building on campus as 
part of their learning experience. The 4000 square-foot brick building was 
designed and blueprints drawn by Sam Arnette, a drafting instructor at Pitt 
Tech. Because it was part of their classwork and as such was a practical 
learning experience, students were not paid for the work. This allowed for 
a cost savings of $50,000 to county taxpayers for labor. Under Mark King, 
project coordinator, construction began in October 1977 when an outside 
firm laid the foundation and floor. From December 1977 to August 1978, 
students in masonry, carpentry, heating, refrigeration and air conditioning, 
electrical installation and maintenance, and the maintenance staff worked 
on the building until they moved in September 1978. King said the project 
caused future consideration of the construction of an energy efficient 
house which would be designed by architectural drafting students and 
constructed by other vocational students.
 At Pitt Tech’s Progress Night held in March 1978, President William 
E. Fulford, Jr. reported that Pitt Tech had a budget in excess of $3 million 
dollars, and financial aid to students amounted to over $2 million dollars 
(including VA benefits) a year. The institute’s annual budget was supported 
with 79.1% state funds, 7.5% county, 9.2% federal and 4.2% special funds. 
Most of the money went into the local economy. Besides the technical and 
vocational courses it offered, the Institute envisioned a more expanded 
role in health services in the future and courses in energy technology and 

media with prominent citizens for and against it. At the time of voting, the 
voters rejected the proposal which included provisions for a special tax 
levy for support of the school. Since that time, some members of the Pitt 
County Board of Commissioners and some of Pitt’s representatives in the 
General Assembly favored a vote of the people in the conversion, rather 
than going directly to the state legislature. There was a legal question 
raised by the attorney general and several political back door meetings. 
 On November 22, 1976, the Pitt Technical Institute Board of Trustees 
adopted a resolution endorsing the proposition that PTI be accorded 
community college status.  In December 1976, the Pitt Tech Board of 
Trustees met with the Pitt County Commissioners, asking the Board’s 
endorsement of community college status for Pitt Tech. Sen. Vernon 
White, Chairman of Pitt Technical 
Institute’s Board of Trustees, told 
commissioners: “We’re here tonight 
to ask you to support us in becoming 
a community college...in name as well 
as in fact.” Dr. William E. Fulford, 
told the commissioners: “Several 
years ago, a request by PTI to become 
a community college was put to a 
vote of the people. At that time voters 
rejected the change. At that time 
several members of the school’s Board 
of Trustees had reservations about the 
change. Now PTI has matured and all 
the trustees support community college 
status for the school.” He said the 
school had improved the quality of its 

faculty and improved the quality of instruction and is now serving 2,400 
full-time equivalent students. Pitt Tech is performing the function of a 
comprehensive community college at the present time, without the prestige 
the name change would bring and without benefit of having the two-year 
college parallel curriculum. PTI board member, Clifton Everett, who 
opposed the change originally, told the commissioners: “I am convinced 
beyond doubt that what we are seeking to have you approve is worthwhile. 
A wise man changes his mind. A fool never does. In 1970 I opposed it. I 
changed my mind. To serve the people of Pitt County as adequately and 
fully as we ought to do, we ought to be a community college.” On January 
5, 1977, the Pitt County Commissioners formally considered Pitt Tech’s 
request for endorsement of the conversion of PTI to community college. 

But due to a tie vote of the Board of 
Commissioners, no action was taken on 
the resolution.
    The spring of 1977 brought huge 
discussions in the media about the 
legalities of a referendum by the NC 
Attorney General, saying that the 
county had no power in the community 
college status, only the State Board 
of Education with the approval of the 
governor and the Advisory Budget 
Commission. Citing a ruling by the 
NC Attorney General which indicated 
the County Commissioners were not 
authorized to hold a referendum on the 
question of community college status 
unless a special tax levy was included. 

Building Construction Technology students actually 
constructed the maintenance building on campus. This 
tradition of providing hands-on training for students 
continues today as houses are constructed on campus and 
then auctioned to the general public. Proceeds from the sale 
of the houses roll back into the program.

“...Other technical institutes in the East are 
seeking the college-transfer program. Only 
a few technical institutes will be provided 
with state funds to become comprehensive 
community colleges. If you do not vote 
“yes,” it could be years before the state 
will again provide Pitt County the funds to 
support a community college...” 

– Dr. William E. Fulford, Jr.
PTI President

1970 Letter of Support for Bond Issue
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conservation, as well as uses of solar energy.
 In June 1978, the Pitt County Commissioners approved the PTI Board 
of Trustees request for a referendum regarding community college status. 
It was to be held on November 2, 1978 during the general election. There 
was a large civic push for community college status. In late October 1978, 
approximately 100 people attended a public forum in the Pitt County 
Court House sponsored by the Greenville Chamber of Commerce to 
discuss the Pitt Technical Institute community college status issue. The 
Education Committee of the Greenville Chamber of Commerce even 
created a subcommittee to get information out to the public.
 Finally a local referendum was held on November 2, 1978 requesting 
community college status. By a vote of 7591 to 6972, the voters of Pitt 
County voiced their approval to convert Pitt Technical Institute to a 
community college. At the November 1978 Pitt Technical Institute Board 
of Trustees meeting, they adopted a resolution endorsing and supporting 
legislation in the 1979 session of the NC General Assembly which 
would appropriate funds for the addition of the college transfer program, 
thereby enabling Pitt Tech to attain community college status. In the same 
resolution, the Trustees requested the Pitt County Commissioners to adopt 
a similar resolution, which they did unanimously at their regular meeting 
on December 4, 1978.
 In May 1979, the new 26,000 square-foot shop/laboratory and 
classroom building was completed. It housed four shops, three labs 
and five classrooms. Also that month, the Pitt County Commissioners 
appropriated $11,276 for the building and coupled with $12,539 already 
on hand, it was used to pay for the final construction of the wings of the 
new building. The Board of Trustees accepted the building at their June 
1979 meeting. The building housed the carpentry, heating, refrigeration 
and air conditioning, electrical installation and maintenance, auto 

mechanics, human services, commercial art and graphics, early childhood, 
educational associate and teacher assistant programs.
 In April 1979, officials from Pitt Tech appeared before the State Board 
of Education to request approval of the college transfer program. On June 
9, 1979, the state legislature passed the bill giving Pitt Technical Institute 
community college status, effective that day. Known as Bill No. 845, it 
read as follows: “The Pitt Technical Institute, an institutional member 
of the North Carolina Community College System, is hereby created a 
comprehensive community college, which institution shall be subject 
to all provisions of the General Statutes of North Carolina pertaining 
to community colleges. The State Board of Education and the Board of 
Trustees of this community college shall provide for students enrolling 
in the institution such programs of instruction in occupational and 
academic education and training as shall be approved by the State Board 
of Education.” According to Sen. Vernon White, a member of PTI’s Board 
of Trustees, the State Board of Education, under the recommendation 
of the President of the State Community College system, will award the 
implementation of college preparatory work at the Institute, “hopefully in 
1980, and no later than 1981.”
 In July 1979, the Board of Trustees adopted the new name “Pitt 
Community College.” 
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A
 It was William H. Howell, Dean of Fiscal Affairs at Pitt Community 
College, who in later years characterized the 1980s at Pitt Community 
College as a decade of enrollment increase and fiscal instability. It was a 
time of “self preservation,” when the management of the school had to 
make tough decisions because of the economic inflation of the times and 
the continuous erosion of the funding base.
 By 1980, the Adult Basic Education (ABE) Program, the Learning 
Center and the Cooperative Education Program had become vital parts 
of Pitt Community College. The Adult Basic Education Program had 
been in operation at PCC since 1965 and, through the 
Learning Center, the complete meaning of the Open-Door 
Policy of the school was furthered by helping hundreds of 
students attain their GED through the Learning Center. The 
Cooperative Education Program at PCC allowed students 
to be placed in jobs in their field of study and to receive pay 
and college credit for their work. This program integrated 
classroom study with employment and according to Terry 
Shank, Director of the Cooperative Education program, “it 
is based on the principal that learning does not confine itself 
to academic achievement but is equally dependent upon 
practical experience.”
 In November 1980, a special committee to assess the 
building needs and appropriate methods of financing such 
was named during the PCC Trustees board meeting. 
 It was announced that Spring Quarter 1981 had the 
highest student enrollment in the College’s history. A total of 
2,229 curriculum students had registered for Spring Quarter, 
but it had placed maximum demand on existing space.
 On Sunday afternoon, May 17, 1981, two Pitt 
Community College buildings were dedicated in front of 
a crowd of 1,000 visitors. The Rev. Clarence Gray, pastor 

of Triumph Baptist Church, pronounced the invocation. Lt. Gov. James 
C. Green was the speaker for the dedication. Honoring two outstanding 
PCC Board of Trustee members, the buildings were named the Vernon 
E. White and Kathryn V. Whichard Buildings. The Vernon E. White 
Building, formerly known as the Administration Building, was completed 
in 1964. With a total of 43,607 square feet, it housed many of the 
administration staff offices and contained 19 classrooms, laboratories, and 
shops. The student center, cafeteria, and faculty lounge were also located 
in the building. The Kathryn V. Whichard Building was completed in 

“A New Row to Hoe in a Field Full of Expectations”
 

– Dr. W. E. Fulford, 1979

1980-1989

“Pitt Community College and its predecessor institutions have 
provided educational opportunities for those persons who without 
this institution would never have had the opportunity for economic 
and cultural advantages which this institution has afforded...nor 
would the reservoir of skilled workers trained by this institution 
been available to the business and industrial community of Pitt 

County and surrounding areas. A large number of persons in this 
community would have been denied upward mobility in the absence 
of this institution by reason of being economically or culturally 
disadvantaged.”

– Clifton W. Everett, chairman of the PCC Board of Trustees, 1986
Dedication ceremonies for the Vernon E. White and Kathryn V. Whichard buildings took place in 
1981 behind the Robert Lee Humber building.
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1979. With a total of 25,644 square feet, it contained faculty offices, 14 
classrooms, laboratories, and shops. At the dedication, the presentation 
of portraits and plaques was made by Clifton W. Everett, Sr., Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees. The unveiling of the Vernon E. White portrait 
was performed with the assistance of Dawn White, granddaughter of Mr. 
White. The Kathryn V. Whichard portrait was unveiled with assistance 
from Gina Whichard, daughter of Mrs. Whichard. After the dedication 
ceremony, an open house was held as visitors observed featured exhibits, 
demonstrations and presentations which had been set up on the lawns and 
in the buildings.
 In August 1981, Clifton W. Everett, Sr., of Bethel, was re-elected 
to his third term as Chairman of the Pitt Community College Board of 
Trustees. Mrs. Kay V. Whichard was also named to her third term as Vice-
Chairman, and Mrs. Mary Langston to her second term as Secretary.
 In March 1982, Gov. James B. Hunt, Jr. came to Pitt Community 
College where he and Dr. Robert Billings, representing the U.S. 
Department of Education, presented Dr. W. E. Fulford, President of the 
College, with a National Energy Award recognizing Pitt Community 
College’s excellence in vocational education. The award was one of ten 
given throughout the United States, citing PCC’s Energy Technology 
Department for research and training efforts. The PCC program was 
viewed as a national model and numerous two-year colleges had received 
copies of the curriculum and support research. “Energy technology 
training programs, like the one we are recognizing today are so important 
to the future of our state and nation,” noted the Governor.
 In April 1982, PCC opened a new industrial skills training center on 
Highway NC 43 West, designed to help train and retrain employees from 
area industries in specific areas. There was an increased cooperative skills 
training program for area industries like Empire Brushes, Inc., Prepshirt 
Manufacturing Co., Proctor & Gamble, Vermont American, Grady-White 
Boats, Union Carbide and TRW, Inc.
 Also in April 1982, it was announced that Pitt Community College 

would lose an estimated $127,800 dollars of its 1981-82 budget due 
to an unanticipated $8.6 million dollar state cutback in the community 
college system. More cuts were announced the next fiscal year because of 
unexpectedly low state revenues.
 In early 1982, a major problem arose when Pitt Memorial Hospital 
announced that it needed to take back the 3,200 square feet of space 
that was being used by the PCC Nursing Department as a practice lab. 
According to Judith Kuykendall, Chairman of PCC’s Nursing Department, 
that left the department with only 2000 sq. ft. and no practice lab, which 
was below state and health services standards. A new site had to be found 
and members of the school’s Board of Trustees asked the Pitt County 
Commissioners on May 13, 1982 to consider acquiring the former 
Greenville Home Decorating building, located on NC 11 across from the 
PCC campus. The 19,000 sq. ft. building could be purchased for $550,000 
or rented for $100,000 per year. Dr. Fulford told the commissioners that 
the site was chosen for several reasons. “First of all, it’s vacant and 
it’s close,” he explained. “But most of all, we will never have available 
again a building that good at that good a price – we need it yesterday as 
a matter of fact.”  The Pitt County Board of Trustees turned down their 
request to purchase the Greenville Home Decorating building, but did 
appropriate $100,000 for building expansion. The College purchased three 
modular classrooms and began putting them in place in September 1982. 
College officials said the modular units would allow the institution to 
maintain the nursing program at its current level.
 In September 1982, W. E. Fulford, President of PCC, announced 
that due to lack of space, Pitt Community College had to abandon its 
“Open Door” policy. The Open Door policy was adopted for the state’s 
community college system and it meant that no one who wished to attend 
classes would be denied admission. PCC was only one of a number of 
community colleges which began to turn students away.  Dr. Fulford 
explained that since 1977, there had been a 35 percent growth rate in the 
technical and vocational programs, rather than college parallel, citing 

 Kathryn Van Nortwick 
Whichard was a Greenville native, 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Nathaniel Oliver Van Nortwick. 
She was a graduate of the 
Greenville school system in 1945 
and obtained her post-secondary 
education at Ward-Belmont Junior 
College in Nashville, Tennessee, 

and Duke University, where she earned her B. A. Degree in English 
in 1949. She did post graduate work at East Carolina University and 
Northwestern University. She taught school in Wilmington and Greenville.
 Mrs. Whichard was an organizer and charter member of the 
Greenville Jaycettes. She was also instrumental in scouting and served 
as coordinator of a volunteer reading program for the Greenville City 
Schools, providing assistance to students with reading problems. Mrs. 
Whichard served on the board of directors of the Pitt County Mental 

Health Association and as a director of the Greenville Museum of Art.  
 As a charter member of the Board of Trustees of Pitt Community 
College since her appointment in 1961, Mrs. Whichard has provided 
counsel to the Board and had been a liaison between the College and 
the local community. She served on each of the major committees of 
the Board of Trustees, held the office of Vice-Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees for 13 years, and served as Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
from 1989-1990. She continues to serve as an Honorary Trustee. She 
established one of the first endowed scholarships for vocational/technical 
students at the College. Mrs. Whichard was a member and director of 
Jarvis Memorial Methodist Church and director for the United Methodist 
Women. She was also a member of the Pickwick Book Club in Greenville 
and the Lenoir-Pitt Committee of the Colonial Dames of America. 
 The Kathryn Van Nortwick Whichard Building was dedicated in her 
honor on May 17, 1981.
 Mrs. Whichard married David J. Whichard, II in 1952, and they had 
three children.

Kathryn V. Whichard

Gina Whichard, Clifton Everett, and Kathryn Whichard unveil Whichard’s portrait.Dawn White, Clifton Everett, and Vernon E. White unveil White’s portrait.
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nursing, allied health and data processing as areas where enrollment was 
cut off.  Dr. Fulford explained that there was an extreme need for more 
“bricks and mortar, but finding more money in the present economy was 
going to be tough for some time in the future.”
 Another blow came to Pitt Community College when on November 
21, 1982, PCC President William E. Fulford, Jr. suffered a severe heart 
attack. In late January 1983, the Board of Trustees were told William E. 
Fulford was reported much improved after his recent heart attack and 
was working from home during his convalescence and hoped to report 
back to work in the near future. Fulford eventually asked the Board for 
a one year’s leave of absence and on June 1, 1983, the State Board of 
Community Colleges appointed Charles E. Russell as Acting President.
 By March 1983, because of the large demand by the public, PCC 
expanded its computer course offerings to include labs geared to novice 
computer users. Previously, the computer courses were designed primarily 
for professionals who chose data processing as a career. This began PCC’s 
push to stay on top of the rising development of personal computers.
 In early 1983, Pitt Memorial Hospital decided to curtail the use of 
licensed practical nurses and associate degree nurses in most of their 
departments and fill them with registered nurses. Over the years, scores 
of area women invested in time and money to come to PCC to become 
LPN’s, looking forward to a payoff in employment at Pitt Memorial 
Hospital. This hurt the PCC nursing program for a time until new 
arrangements were made.
 In April 1983, the cry for more space at Pitt Community College 
continued. Money was slow to come from the state and county and college 
tuition was raised. Clifton E. Everett, Sr., Chairman of PCC’s Board of 
Trustees asked the Pitt County Board of Commissioners for $491,061 for 
operations for 1983-84, and $201,174 for capital outlay for the coming 
fiscal year. Everett told the commissioners that “PCC was pushed for 
space” and said that part of the outlay money would go to purchase and 
install another modular unit and the installation of two other modular 
classrooms Burroughs-Wellcome donated to PCC. Because of the energy 
crunch at the time, PCC also went to a four-day class schedule for the 
summer “with longer days” in an effort to save on the consumption of 
electricity for air conditioning.
 In October 1983, NC Department of Education, under direction of 
the U.S. Department of Education, told its 58 community colleges and 
technical institutes to hurry up and desegregate, study the black student 
retention rate and recruit more black faculty and students.  However, Pitt 
Community College had already complied with this order as it had been 
desegregated since its inception.
 In December 1983, PCC got a much needed surprise when the state 
appropriated a $335,000 Grant for instructional equipment. The additional 
funding came because industries and the community college system 
convinced the legislature that community colleges could not adequately 
train students without functioning, up-to-date equipment. PCC spent the 
money on needed electronics and machine shop equipment.
 On Jan. 17, 1984, Dr. William E. Fulford, PCC President for nearly 
20 years, died, and Clifton Everett, Sr., Chairman of the PCC Board 
of Trustees, spoke in praise of him saying, “Under his leadership as 

president, the college has grown to its present ability to serve about 
2,500 students and had developed programs which have visibly increased 
opportunity for people of Pitt County which might not have otherwise been 
available. It has contributed materially to the economic welfare of Pitt 
County and the surrounding areas. Doctor Fulford’s leadership will be 
missed, but the organization which his foresight and leadership began will 
carry on.”
 Dr. Charles E. Russell, the Acting President of Pitt Community 
College, was elected President by the PCC Board of Trustees on January 
26, 1984 and the election was confirmed on February 9, 1984 by the State 
Board of Community Colleges. Dr. Russell set about immediately to make 
known his priorities to “help make the best better” so that PCC would 
provide “the highest quality of instruction that can be had.” Dr. Russell 
said that they would fine tune existing programs, offer more services for 
small businesses, expand adult basic education and literacy programs, 
expand training for those seeking new careers and secure additional 
facilities to continue “our open door policy” in admissions.
 Dr. Charles E. Russell began at once to work on the need for more 
space. Russell went to the Pitt County Commissioners and laid out a 
detailed plan for a $10 million dollar four-phase expansion plan for Pitt 
Community College. He stated that PCC was the 12th largest of the 58 
schools in the state’s Community College system. The school had 190 
full-time employees and about 100 part-time employees, with a budget 
of $7.5 million dollars. Everett also said the school was in danger of 
losing accreditation because of inadequate library facilities. He told the 
commissioners that by the 1985-86 fiscal year, the school’s projected 
2,698 enrollment would require 184,000 square feet of space. This figure 
only included full-time students and not those persons enrolled in non-
curriculum programs. Clifton Everett, Sr., Chairman of the Trustees, 
told the Commissioners that the school is “face to face with limiting 
expansion” of student enrollment and of programs because of crowded 
conditions. The Pitt County Commissioners gave Russell the green 
light to move ahead with preliminary design work for the first phase of 
the building program. In April, the Pitt County Commissioners told the 
PCC officials they had found the money for the first phase and to move 
ahead with their plans to build a facility to house the school’s library and 
learning center.
 In June 1984, the Pitt County Commissioners endorsed the PCC 
resolution that called for extending SR 1148, the secondary road running 
parallel to NC 11 through the campus, to the College’s southern property 
line. The resolution also called to extend SR 1708 (Cannon’s Crossroads 
Road) westward across NC 11 and go along the southern boundary of PCC 
to meet up with Reedy Branch Road. Sen. Vernon White, who asked the 
commissioners to support the PCC resolution, said the extension of the 
roads would help facilitate total development of the PCC property and 
provide increased access to and across campus. The resolutions were sent 
to the NC Department of Transportation.
 In December 1984, a Small Business Center was started on the PCC 
campus as one of 14 centers at North Carolina Community Colleges. 
Being funded by the NC Community College System, these centers 
enabled the colleges to respond to the informational and educational needs 

A native of Jamesville, NC, 
Charles Russell grew up on 
a farm. The house had no 
running water or indoor toilet. 
He was educated at Jamesville 
public schools and recalls that 

until the second or third grade he 
studied by kerosene lantern. From 

his family, he learned the value of 
hard work and earning one’s own 

money. He once said “I’ve told folks a 
tobacco field in July is bound to motivate 

you to find a better way to make a living.” 
The hard work and his living conditions did not hold him 

back. He went to NC State University on a partial scholarship and received 
his B.S. Degree, and later attained a Master’s Degree from East Carolina 
University and a Doctor of Education Degree from NC State University in 
1976.
 Prior to coming to PCC, Russell served a six-year hitch in the US 
Army Reserves from 1961 to 1967. After college, he joined the NC Farm 
Bureau, serving in public relations and as a lobbyist. He worked as an 
administrative assistant to the President of NC Farm Bureau in Raleigh, 
NC for ten years.
 Russell came to PCC in 1971, serving as Director of Adult Basic 
Education and Director of Public Relations. He also served as Assistant to 
the President of Pitt Community College in 1975.  Russell was appointed 
Acting-President of PCC in June 1983 after Fulford took a one year’s 
leave of absence after a heart attack. He was elected President by the PCC 
Board of Trustees on January 26, 1984 and the election was confirmed on 
February 9, 1984 by the State Board of Community Colleges.
 In 1982, he served on the board of directors of the Greenville 
Chamber of Commerce and the Greenville Boys Club. In 1982, he was 
appointed by Gov. Hunt to the NC Internship Council. In 1984, he was 
elected to the city board of BB&T Bank in Greenville.
 In May 1995, Russell received the I. E. Ready Award by the 
Department of Adult and Community College Education at NC State 
University for outstanding leadership in the community college system by 
an alumni. 
 At the March 2003 PCC Board of Trustees meeting, retired state 
Sen. Ed Warren presented Russell with the governor’s highest service 
award, “The Order of the Long Leaf Pine,” for his longtime service to the 
community. “Pitt Community College is a true example of leadership,” 
Warren said. “Charles spent 30 years here, and we are all proud of 
you because you’ve been such as success story.” Russell expressed his 

gratitude for the coveted award to Warren, Gov. Mike Easley and those 
present at the meeting.
 Russell was noted for his down-home humor and at graduation 
practice he quipped that it was tradition to give him a $100 bill when 
they walked across the stage to receive their diplomas. On May 16, 
2003, at the last graduation ceremony Russell presided over as President, 
the graduates’ each handed him a photocopied $100 play money, as a 
light hearted tribute to his 31 year tenure at the college. Russell was 
remembered for always being in his office, always willing to talk 
personally to the students and staff and be involved in their lives and work 
on campus.
 Russell was a director of the Pitt-Greenville Chamber of Commerce, 
member of the Pitt County Arts Festival, member of the Pitt-Greenville 
Boys’ Club, former member of the Greenville Noon Rotary Club, and 
former director of the NC State University Alumni Association. He served 
as deacon and Sunday-school teacher at Little Creek Original Free Will 
Baptist Church and was a licensed minister.  He was a Mason and a 
member of the Scottish Rites and the Shriners.
 Russell retired from PCC on August 1, 2003. For the past several 
years, he has served as the minister at Hugo Free Will Baptist Church.
 He married the former Lorraine Vandiford and they live in  
Scuffleton, NC.

Dr. Charles E. Russell
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of small businesses. A second center was opened in March 1985 in the  
Pitt-Greenville Chamber of Commerce’s Fleming House.
 On October 1, 1985, the school had its groundbreaking for the 
Learning Resources Center Building just after Hurricane Gloria had hit 
North Carolina a week before.
 On May 10, 1986, Pitt Community College celebrated its 25th 
Anniversary using a western theme. The College had a reception and 
chuck-wagon dinner, with invited guests all wearing bandanas. Among 
the 100 guests that attended were State Sen. Tom Taft and State Rep. 
Walter Jones, Jr.  In the speech of Dr. Charles E. Russell, President of 
PCC, he stated that the College had remained true to its primary mission 
during the past 25 years. “On this 25th anniversary of the founding of Pitt 
Community College, the Board of Trustees, faculty and staff rededicate 
themselves to the primary mission of this College. In the years to come, 
we will continue to commit our energies and resources to excellence in 
all programs and activities for students and the citizens of Pitt County,” 
Russell said.
 In 1986, more than 250 Pitt County citizens served on the 28 
advisory committees to the College. The advice and input of the citizens 
ensured that the school remained responsive to the changing needs of the 
community. The College’s 12-member Board of Trustees set policy and 
direction for PCC. The Pitt County Commissioners continued to provide 
local funding within the limits of their financial resources. 
 In April 1987, the Learning Resources Center Building opened and 
on June 28, 1987, it was dedicated in honor of Clifton W. Everett, who 
had served as a member of the PCC Board of Trustees since 1962 and 
was the Board’s Chairman since 1977. The dedicatory address was given 
by the Honorable Joseph W. Branch, Chief Justice NC Supreme Court 
(retired). The Clifton W. Everett Building housed the Learning Resources 
Center (LRC), providing approximately 34,747 square feet of space 
for library, audiovisual, and media production services, individualized 
Instruction Center services and Small Business Center. Clifton W. Everett 
in responding to all the kind words said about him “...To say that I am 
honored to have this beautiful and essential building on the campus of Pitt 
Community College named for me is an understatement. This is one of the 
highest compliments that one can receive. This has been a high experience 
for me – one which I may not deserve but am glad to get!” he added. 
During the ceremony, Kay V. Whichard, Vice-Chairman of the PCC Board 
of Trustees, assisted by Everett’s son, Clifton W. Everett, Jr., unveiled a 
portrait of Everett which was to hang in the entrance hall of the building.
 By 1987, Pitt Community College and local agricultural leaders began 
facing the fact that farming would never be the same as it once was in 
Pitt County. Even though agricultural programs at PCC and other schools 
had been discontinued, there still was a need for training and assistance 
for farmers. In October 1987, a program was funded with a $30,000 grant 
from the NC Department of Community Colleges to provide assistance 
and training for farm families and agribusinesses in eastern North 
Carolina. In November 1987, PCC administrators met with about 25 
agricultural leaders at the Holiday Inn to announce the establishment of 
the College’s Rural Agricultural Assistance Center (RAAC).
 In 1987, Pitt Community College completed the paperwork necessary 

to reinstate the charter for its institutional foundation. Controlled by a 
Board of Directors, The Pitt Community College Foundation, Inc. was to 
be comprised of no fewer than eight, nor more than 30 individuals. The 
initial board members of the Foundation were approved by the College 
Board of Trustees. The initial Board of Directors of the Foundation 
held its first annual meeting on February 23, 1988 at the Greenville 
Country Club, where officers and executive committee were named. John 
McConney, Vice President of Engineering at Burroughs-Wellcome Co. in 
Greenville, was named President, while John Roberts of Roberts Welding 
in Winterville was named Vice President. Dr. Charles Russell, President 
of PCC, was named as Secretary-Treasurer. The officers also served as the 
executive committee.
 On March 23, 1988, the Pitt Community College Board of Trustees 
tossed the first shovel loads of dirt at the groundbreaking for the PCC 
Vocational Education Building (A. B. Whitley Building). More than 50 
people representing state, county and city governments, advisory councils, 
PCC faculty, staff, students and friends, were at the groundbreaking and 
all understood that this was a beginning of a long dream of bringing all the 
vocational programs together under one roof on campus.
 At the September 1988 PCC Board of Trustees meeting, Clifton 
Everett began his 12th year as Chairman after the Board re-elected him 
again to serve in that capacity. Also Kay V. Whichard was elected to 
serve her 12th year as Vice-Chairman and Mary Langston, Administrative 
Assistant to the President, was elected to serve for her ninth year. In 
accepting the chairmanship, Everett praised the trustees, administration, 
faculty and staff for their competence and support. He also said, 

“Whenever you decide it’s time for me to step aside, you won’t hurt my 
feelings if you elect another chairman.”
 In May 1988, the State Community College System celebrated its 
25th Anniversary with a year-long series of events. On May 17, the day 
when the General Assembly created the statewide system, all the colleges 
across the state, including PCC, had a cake-cutting and released balloons 
in honor of the day. PCC hosted other events during the year to celebrate 
the anniversary including the Pitt-Greenville Chamber of Commerce 
Business After Hours in August, hosting a joint advisory council dinner 
and meeting in October 1988, guest lecturers for Black History Month 
and Vocational Education Week in February 1989 and hosting a legislative 
appreciation luncheon in conjunction with the PCC Board of Trustees 
meeting in May 1989.
 At a dinner and meeting at the American Legion Building in 
October 1988, Pitt Community College gave members of its 35 advisory 
committees “poor pay” for working to guide the College into the 21st 
Century – a simple “Thank You.” Assembled for the first annual PCC 
Advisory Committee meeting, more than 300 people representing 
business, industry, and education were on hand to accept their pay.  “Even 
though it’s poor pay, I thank you,” Dr. Charles Russell, President of the 
College, told the crowd. Bob Scott, former governor of North Carolina and 
President of the State Department of Community Colleges was the guest 
speaker for the event.
 In December 1988, PCC outlined building and construction needs 
to the Pitt County Commissioners and requested a $22.7 million dollar 
bond referendum for nine buildings. This request went up against a $25.7 

PCC’s
25th Anniversary 
invitation and example 
of the bandana worn 
by attendees at the 
Roundup celebration.
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million dollar bond referendum request by the Pitt County Board of 
Education and the county need for a new jail. In January 1989, Charles 
Russell, PCC’s President, went before the County Commissioners and 
suggested that $15.5 million dollars was needed to meet immediate needs 
– an allied health building, roads and utility system, a maintenance and 
storage facility, a welding and masonry building, a continuing education 
center, a day care center, a student services building and renovations to the 
White building. “We need that now to get out of the mud,” Russell said. 

The County Commissioners said they would look into the bond 
referendum and put PCC off until later in the year.
   Another blow befell PCC when on February 25, 1989, Trustees 
Chairman Clifton W. Everett died. In speaking of him, Dr. Charles 
Russell said, “He was just a real giant of a man, his advice and 
counsel were always well-intentioned and were appropriate, and 
of course I depended on him a great deal for his advice. He was a 
mentor; he was always willing to put the best interest of the college 
before anything else. I’m going to miss him a great deal,” Russell 
stated. In March 1989, Kay V. Whichard was named as PCC Board 
of Trustees Chairman succeeding Everett.
   In July 1989, PCC Trustees recommended that the bond 
referendum requesting funds for additional buildings be held as 
soon as possible and not at the same time as the primary or general 
election. They believed the bond referendum would not be as 
effective going up against the other public school referendum and 
the same time as elections that would require candidates to take 
sides. The County Commissioners authorized two bond issues 
– $25.7 million for public schools and only $10 million for Pitt 
Community College to meet some of the school’s needs.
 On December 12, 1989, the voters of Pitt County approved 

the $10 million dollar bond referendum for Pitt Community College, in 
response to what PCC officials called a critical shortage of classroom 
space. Voters also approved the $25.7 million dollar bond referendum 
for the Pitt County Schools. The two systems worked cooperatively to 
ensure passage of both bond issues.  “It’s Christmas time,” a happy PCC 
President Charles Russell said of the vote, “It’s like a gift.”

       Clifton White Everett, 
native of Robersonville, NC, 
was born September 12, 1917 
to Reuben Samuel Everett and 
his wife Ruby Brown. He was 
valedictorian of his class at 
Robersonville High School in 
1934. He received his Bachelor 
of Arts Degree and his Law 
Degree Magna Cum Laude 
from Wake Forest University 
School of Law.

 Licensed as an attorney in August 1940, Everett practiced law in 
Dunn, NC before starting his practice in Bethel in 1941 and later in 
Greenville.  Everett was mayor of Bethel, NC from 1957 to1961 and 
attorney for the town and was a member of the Bethel school board from 
1954 to 1970.
 Everett served in the NC House of Representatives during the 1961 
session and served on 11 committees.
 He served as President of the Pitt County Bar Association, President 
of the 3rd Judicial District Bar Association and a member of the Board 
of Governors of the NC Bar Association. He was elected councilor of the 
NC State Bar in 1983-84. During his term as president, 
the NC State Bar “Client Security Fund” and “Interest 
on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts” were established. 
He served as member of the Governor’s Judicial 
nominating Committee and chairman of the drafting 
committee on eminent domain of the General Statute 
Commission. He was also a member of the American 
Bar Association and served as a delegate from NC on 
the ABA House of Delegates. 
 Everett was a member of the board of directors 
of Home Federal Savings and Loan of Eastern North 
Carolina, serving as its general counsel and a member 
of the advisory board of Wachovia Bank and Trust 
Company.
 Everett served as member of the Pitt Community 
College Board of Trustees since 1962 and served as 
Chairman from 1977-1989. He served as a member 
of the Alumni Executive Committee of Wake Forest 
University School of Law and was a member of 
the board of visitors of the school. In 1987, he was 
honored by the law school as the outstanding alumnus 
for his service.

 Everett was active in civic organizations, including the Bethel 
Rotary Club, the Tarboro Country Club, the Greenville Moose Lodge, the 
Pitt-Greenville Chamber of Commerce, the Pitt County Mental Health 
Association, the Red Cross and the United Fund. 
 Everett was named chairman of the 1961 Christmas Seals of the Pitt 
County Tuberculosis Association.
 He was past master of Bethel Masonic Lodge No. 589 and was a 
member of the New Bern Scottish Rite Sudan Temple. He served as 
counsel to the grand master of North Carolina Masons during 1981-82 and 
was a member of the committee on jurisprudence of the Grand Lodge of 
North Carolina.
 The Clifton W. Everett Building was dedicated June 28, 1987. The 
building houses the PCC Learning Resources Center which includes the 
library, learning center, and audio-visual services center.
 Everett was a member of the Bethel United Methodist Church, where 
he served as chairman and member of the Board of Stewards and was a 
Sunday-school teacher. He also was a member of the Conference Board 
of Lay Activity, a member and chairman of the Board of Pensions and the 
Board of Trustees for the NC Methodist Conference.
 Clifton W. Everett was married to the former Marjorie Whitehurst and 
they had three children. Everett died in Greenville, NC on February 25, 
1989. He was buried in the Bethel Cemetery with masonic rites.

Clifton W. Everett
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 At Pitt Community College, the challenge of the 1990s was to do 
what had been done successfully in the 1980s, only more so. As Pitt 
County’s economy continued to become more dependent on high-tech 
industries, demand for more skilled workers increased. As PCC tried to 
meet the needs of Pitt County’s workforce for retraining, officials faced a 
continual cash shortage. The $10 million dollars in bond money approved 
by the voters in December 1989 was not even enough to solve the current 
space problems at the school. PCC was trying to play “catch-up” while 
adding more programs as the field of available jobs became more diverse. 
 By 1990, PCC was the 6th largest community college in the state. 
But because of the lack of space, it had to turn away qualified applicants 
for the nursing associate degree program. PCC maintained a waiting list 
for the nursing program since the Fall of 1989 which eventually led to a 
shortage of qualified nurses in local hospitals in the mid 1990s.
 In February 1990, PCC began looking for an architect for five campus 
buildings: an allied health and science laboratory building; a general 
classroom/occupation extension classroom/small business center building; 
child care center; a maintenance and storage building; and a welding/
masonry building. In March 1990, Rivers and Associates was chosen as 
engineers to construct the new buildings on campus. In April, trustees 
chose Dove-Knight Associates of Rocky Mount to design the new allied 
health building and Dudley, Shoe, Ellinwood and Associates of Greenville 
to design the other four buildings. In July, the Trustees chose Barrus 
Construction Company to install a road system, water main and sewer 
system in the southwest part of campus and a parking lot in the northern 
section.
 A vocational education classroom and lab/shop building (A.B. 
Whitley, Jr. Building) was opened in February 1990. The 32,300 square-
foot facility provided space for the following programs: Machining 
Technology, Electronic Servicing, Electronic Engineering Technology, 

Architectural Technology, Manufacturing Engineering Technology, and 
Agricultural Diesel Mechanics Technology. The new building provided 
breathing room for programs that were squeezed for space and it allowed 
some off-campus programs to move on campus.
 Money again became an issue in March 1990 when PCC President 
Charles Russell told the Board of Trustees that more than $300,000 of 
the College’s budget would have to be sent back to the state to help close 
the gap in the shortfall of state funds. The College did not plan to lay 
off employees, Russell said, but would decrease the number of courses 
offered in the summer quarter.
 By 1990, it became apparent that vocational education had declined 
throughout the community college system and the nation. At PCC, the 
enrollment was about 60 percent female and 40 percent male. Men were 
working to get prepared for more white-collar jobs and women were not 
interested in the traditional vocational programs. As a result, more students 
were enrolling in office, medical and technical fields. But PCC did not 
accept the decline in its vocational enrollment easily and accelerated its 
vocational recruitment techniques to attract more students. PCC officials 
met with vocational teachers in the local schools to build a better working 
relationship and even transported Pitt County students to the campus for 
occupational demonstrations. They visited community agencies to provide 
individual outreach to the unemployed, homeless, and teenagers. They 
held job fairs and joined Pitt County schools in the Technical Preparation 
(Tech Prep) program, which was designed to prepare high school students 
for technically oriented courses required by two-year technical and 
community college programs. PCC created a task force to recruit students 
from disadvantaged populations, especially men, to “move the hang 
out at the corner to the classroom.” This outreach to the disadvantaged, 
combined with several other established programs on campus, was 
successful in getting many of them off the streets and moving forward in 
their lives.  PCC also had a federal program that evolved from the Higher 
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Education Act of 1965 called “Trio,” which provided career counseling 
and guidance in developing study skills for students from low-income 
families and first generation college students. It also served students with 
physical handicaps or learning disabilities.
 In another program started in 1990, PCC offered English and living 
courses for non-native speakers, mostly Hispanic migrants, to help them 
function better in the community. The classes were offered through two 
programs, one from a $30,000 State Legalization Impact Assistance 
Grant through the community college system and PCC’s English as a 
Second Language program. The classes were held at PCC and at other 
sites all over Pitt County in order to get the classes close to the migrant 
communities.
 In May 1990, the PCC Board of Trustees voted to request $4.6 million 
dollars in county funds for the 1990-91 fiscal year. The trustees approved 
an interim budget of $12.1 million dollars for the 1990-91 fiscal year to 
operate the College until the state and county funds were appropriated. 
The trustees also authorized the construction of four new buildings on 
campus provided by the $10 million dollar bond approved by Pitt County 
citizens in December 1989.
 In May 1990, Gov. Jim Hunt put a $7.5 million dollar freeze on the 
community college system in spending on equipment and library items. 
PCC had to return $131,899, about one-fourth of its budget used for 
equipment and library books. Budget woes led many NC community 
colleges to scrap new programs and building plans. Somehow PCC 
continued on with their building plans by belt tightening and receiving 
$28,000 from the state for a vocational building, one of the few 
community colleges in the state to get construction funds. In September 
1990, with help from a grant from the Kate B. Reynolds Trust and in 
cooperation with Pitt Memorial Hospital, PCC began four medical training 
programs: Occupational Therapy, Radiation Therapy Technology, Medical 
Records Technology and Imaging Technology. 
 In August 1990, PCC began a unique program of sending instructors 
to D. H. Conley High School to teach college level drafting. This program 
set off a heated debate between Pitt County School Board members who 
claimed the program would give Conley an unfair advantage over other 
county schools. PCC said they didn’t have enough instructors for all five 
of the Pitt County High Schools, but this was just an experiment and D.H. 
Conley was the only school that asked for the program. Later, welding 
was taught at North Pitt High School and drafting was taught at Farmville 
Central High School
 In September 1990, G. Henry Leslie was named as Chairman of the 
Pitt Community College Board of Trustees, to replace Kay V. Whichard 
who planned to retire in June 1991. Phil Dixon was named as Vice-
Chairman of the Board.
 In January 1991, there was a state hiring freeze, and later revenue 
shortfalls forced deep cuts in the PCC budget. Because of the financial 
squeeze, fewer classes were offered, class sizes increased, some 91 part-
time faculty were eliminated and full-time faculty had to take up the slack. 
There were 35 faculty members who volunteered to teach additional hours, 
as well as 15 staff and administrators, including President Charles Russell.
 By 1991, there were 15 modular trailers on campus used for 

classroom space and faculty offices. In early 1991, the school had to ask 
the County Commissioners for $25,000 to repair 11 of the trailers that 
were structurally unsafe; the money wouldn’t come until later in the year.
 In April 1991, PCC and East Carolina University got permission from 
the state and started a joint Math Remediation Program in which PCC 

instructors went to ECU to teach remedial math to students. This led to 
cost savings for the University and meant that the students in the class 
were jointly enrolled at ECU and PCC. This unique program continues to 
this day.
 On Sunday, April 21, 1991 the new 32,300 square-foot vocational 
and technical classroom building located on the northwest corner of 
the campus was dedicated to A. B. Whitley, Jr., PCC Board of Trustees 
member. U. S. Senator Terry Sanford, the keynote speaker at the 
dedication, was Governor of NC when he appointed Whitley to the Board 
in 1963. G. Henry Leslie, Chairman of the PCC Board, joined by A. B. 
Whitley’s grandchildren, Warren, Scott, and Laura Whitley, unveiled a 
portrait of Whitley during the ceremonies.
 By the fall of 1991, the state shortfall of monies led to sharp tuition 
increases. Even though enrollment stayed high, many students were taking 
fewer classes to make up for the higher cost. In 1990-91, PCC served more 
than 14,500 students in all of its programs from college transfer to adult 
literacy classes.
 In late November 1991, the PCC Board of Trustees bought 105 acres 
of land west of the school from the heirs of Hersel Lee Bowen, tripling 
the size of the campus. The school used $2 million dollars in bond money 
approved in 1989 to purchase the land located across Reedy Branch Road 
for future growth.
 Groundbreaking ceremonies were held April 22, 1992 for PCC’s new 
Welding and Masonry Classroom and Shop building. Funding for the new 
10,000 square foot building was provided as a portion of the $10 million 
bond referendum which was approved by the Pitt County citizens in 1989. 

A.B. Whitley, Jr.
       Born in Rocky Mount, 
Nash County, NC in 1924, 
A.B. Whitley, Jr. graduated 
from Benvenue High 
School and did additional 
study at the New York 
School of Design.
       Whitley served in 
the United States Navy 
on the destroyer U.S.S. 
Floyd B. Banks in the 
Pacific Theater during 
WWII. Whitley moved 
to Greenville in 1949 and 
founded A. B. Whitley, Inc. 

in 1953, a painting and coatings company specializing in the painting, 
coating, and decorating of commercial buildings, such as the State 
House in Raleigh, Medical Science Research Building at UNC-Chapel 
Hill, Duke University Law Building, the East Carolina School of 
Medicine, the Integon Building in Winston-Salem, and many other 
plants across the State.
 Whitley, founder and chairman of the board of A. B. Whitley 
Inc., was a member and past president of the Carolina Council of the 
Painting and Decorating Contractors of America; a former chairman 
of the National Specification Committee, and a recipient of PDCA’s 
Year of Outstanding Service Award. He was instrumental in having 
changes made in construction laws for the improvement of the 
industry for subcontractors.
 Whitley was active in the civic and business affairs of the 
Greenville community and Eastern North Carolina. He was a charter 
member of the local Loyal Order of the Moose a member of the Elks 
Lodge, and a past member of the Exchange and Kiwanis Clubs.
 Whitley was appointed to the panel of arbitrators for the 
American Arbitrators Association. He was instrumental in leading 
efforts to get plan approval and federal funding for the construction of 
a new water treatment plant for Greenville.
  Whitley was appointed to the Pitt Community College Board of 
Trustees for an eight year term in 1965. He was reappointed several 
times and during most of that time served as Chairman of the Building 
Committee. A building named in his honor had its groundbreaking in 
1988 and was dedicated on April 21, 1991.
 He was a former chairman of Jobs Fair on the Veterans 
Task Force, served two terms on the Region IV Small Business 
Administration Board and served six years on East Carolina 
University’s Foundation Board. Whitley was a founder of the 
Pamlico-Bath Preservation Foundation and a charter member and 
former deacon of Oakmont Baptist Church. 
 Whitley married the former Ida E. Cobb and they had one son.

Due to budget constraints in January 1991, staff and administration stepped in to 
teach classes, including President Charles Russell.
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 By February 1993, the state was trying to find areas 
of cost cutting and put a scare in the community college 
system. The Government Performance Audit Committee 
recommended that the system restructure itself by regions 
and eliminate duplication and poorly attended classes. The 
GPAC also, among other proposals, asked for a moratorium 
on new campus construction and the formation of an 
education cabinet to coordinate the state’s entire educational 
system. In April 1993, the Welding/Masonry Building, a 
10,750 square foot facility, was opened. This building also 
included the John Roberts Welding Lab.
 Because of the increased money crunch, the state 
critically needed money for education and set up a bond 
referendum. The bonds would allow North Carolina 
to borrow money for critical needs at its schools and 
universities. The state referendum was held November 2, 
1993 and was passed by the voters. The bond provided $4.5 
million dollars to PCC to build its new Student Services 
building.
 On Sunday, January 16, 1994, Pitt Community College 
honored one of its own, the late Dr. William E. Fulford, Jr., 
in a dedication ceremony of the school’s new $4.1 million 
dollar health sciences building. More than 100 people 
attended the event conducted in the classroom auditorium 
of the 44,500 square-foot building, recognizing the former president who 
served from 1964 until his death in 1984. The dedicatory address was 
given by Robert W. Scott, President of the NC Department of Community 
Colleges. Prior to the reception and tour of the building, Phil Dixon, Vice-
Chairman of the College’s Board of Trustees, and W. Harrison Kaylor, 
Fulford’s grandson, unveiled a portrait of the former president that was to 
be hung in the building. As a side note, the allied health programs moved 
into the new building, but lacked space from day one and PCC requested a  
$2 million dollar expansion before the year was out.
 At its annual retreat in January 
1994, the PCC Board of Trustees 
agreed to upscale the Continuing 
Education Building again, by 
adding a north-west wing back 
into the plans. On March 23, 
1994, the Trustees expanded the 
facilities budget by $69,704 to pay 
for the wing. By April 1994, PCC 
approached the Pitt County Board 
of Commissioners requesting an 
immediate request of $26,238 
from college funds carried over 
from previous years to repair the 
leaking roof of the Vernon E. White 
Building. The immediate request 
would allow for a designer to begin 
plans for repairs. PCC Trustees 

then asked the Board of Commissioners to set aside $262,377 in fiscal 
year 1994-95 to help pay the projected $288,615 in actual repair costs. The 
College also asked for another $47,000 immediately from its carryover 
balance to begin preliminary research on its campus master plan for the 
Bowen farm purchase. Even though there was a little over $100,000 in 
the carryover fund, the County Commissioners criticized the College for 
scaling up its plans for the Continuing Education facility without first 
considering the roofing needs of the White Building. The Commissioners 
suggested the College downsize the new building plans and apply any 
county money saved to the roof repairs. The $4.5 million dollars in state 

bond money could only be used 
towards new buildings. With 
no money set aside by the state 
for community college repairs, 
the Trustees would have to go 
to the General Assembly with 
a special request for the repair 
funds. Whatever their differences, 
PCC received from the county 
$1,484,653 for the 1994-95 fiscal 
year, plus $25,000 for special 
repairs, which included the leaking 
roof of the Vernon White Building.
       By 1994, PCC had expanded 
its instruction to include classes 
via the NC Information Highway, 
telecourses, and community-based 

“Each worker retrained, each student educated, 
each life enriched, means a stronger, more 
prosperous community. A vote for the bond 
packages will strengthen that resource. It will 
help the college that was built by the people and 
helps the people of Pitt County. The fact that 
local tax dollars have paid for more than three-
quarters of the construction on PCC’s campus 
shows a strong commitment to the college and all 
the hats it is called upon to wear.”

 – Daily Reflector Editorial, 1993

Participating in the groundbreaking were Dr. Charles E. Russell, PCC 
President; Charles Gaskins, Pitt County Commissioner; James Harris, 
PCC Masonry Department Chairman; Henry Leslie, Chairman of PCC 
Board of Trustees; George Hill, Chairman of PCC Board of Trustees 
Building Committee; Farney Moore, Pitt County Commissioner; and Roy 
Lanier, PCC Welding Department Chairman.
 In September 1992, Larry Seigler, general site manager for 
Burroughs-Wellcome, was named as the Pitt Community College 
representative to “North Carolinians for Community Colleges,” a 
grassroots support group working on behalf of all 58 NC community 
colleges. North Carolinians for Community Colleges was composed 
of a representative from each community college and worked to build 
state-wide support for the Commission on the Future of North Carolina’s 
Community College System report, “Gaining the Competitive Edge.” 
Having four living former governors as honorary chairman of the 
group, it was hoped that they could use their influence to push for more 
funding for the community college system. According to the report by 
The Commission on the Future of North Carolina’s Community College 
System, “The demands on our community colleges by business and 
industry continue to grow and our colleges simply must have the capacity 
to meet expanding enrollment, to hire good faculty, and to provide students 
with sophisticated training equipment. Unless we increase community 
college funding, North Carolina’s economic health and quality of life will 
be unlikely to improve and reach maximum potential.” The Commission 
on the Future of North Carolina’s Community College System was 
recommending that the General Assembly provide an additional $147 
million dollars annually to the state’s community college system to raise 
the level of funding for each college to the national average.
 In November 1992, The Pitt Community College Foundation 
launched its fund drive “Vision 2001” hoping to raise $2 million dollars 
by January 1, 1993. Headed by Parker Overton, President of Overton’s 
Sporting Goods, and Grant Imsande, manager of project engineering 
at Burroughs-Wellcome, and more than 40 community leaders, the 
foundation wanted the money to pay for scholarships, equipment and staff 
development at Pitt Community College. The PCC Foundation had raised 
more than $100,000 dollars during its last fund drive in 1989.
 The year 1993 brought PCC back before the Pitt County 
Commissioners requesting more money to cover a shortfall of half a 
million dollars in construction funds. The school had used $2 million 
dollars of the $10 million bond passed in 1989 to buy land and after 
putting out bids in September 1992 for the Continuing Education 
Building, this left the College short of funds. The County Commissioners 
were very displeased saying that the county will pay out about $1 million 
dollars a year for the next 15 years to pay off the debt on the 1989 bond 
and had only recently raised taxes to do so. It was understood that they 
had to buy the land when they could for future growth and more buildings 
were needed at PCC, but there was only so much tax money available. 
PCC went before the board and asked for $800,000 to fund the Continuing 
Education facility. The commissioners put the school off and eventually 
gave them $200,000, which forced the College to downsize plans for the 
building.

The Health Sciences Building was dedicated to the late Dr. William E. Fulford, Jr. on January 
16, 1994. In front of a crowd of more than 100 people, W. Harrison Kaylor, Fulford’s grandson, 
unveiled a portrait of the former president that was to be hung in the building.

Phil Dixon
       Phillip R. Dixon is a native of 
Wake Forest, North Carolina, and a 
graduate of William G. Enloe High 
School in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
He obtained a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Business Administration 
(B.S.B.A.) from East Carolina 
University and a Juris Doctor (J.D.) 
Degree from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill School of 
Law. 

       He has worked at the Institute of Government at UNC 
Chapel Hill, the NC Attorney General’s Office, the State Bureau 
of Investigation and was a law clerk and research assistant to the 
Honorable Naomi Morris, judge of the NC Court of Appeals. He has 
served as School Board Attorney for either the Greenville City or the 
Pitt County Schools for more than 30 years, the Washington County 
Schools for more than 14 years, and he has done work for 21 other 
school systems. He currently represents Pitt and Martin Community 
Colleges and has represented numerous other colleges. He is Past 
Chair of the NC Council of School Attorneys, and Past Chair of 
the Education Law Section of the NC Bar Association. He has 
previously served as both a Local Due Process Hearing Officer, and 
a State Review Hearing Officer for the North Carolina Department 
of Public Instruction and as a Hearing Officer for the North Carolina 
Early Intervention Program in the Division of Public Health. 
 Dixon was a PCC Board of Trustees member from 1988-
1996, and served as Chair from 1994-1996. He was also Chair of 
the Board of Trustees of East Carolina University. He served as a 
member of the Board of Directors of NC Citizens for Business & 
Industry, and is former Chair of the NC Center for Public Policy & 
Research. He was a member of the Board of Governors of the NC 
Bar Association, and former Chair of its Endowment Committee. 
Dixon’s recognitions include Citizen of the Year and Volunteer of the 
Year by the Pitt-Greenville Chamber of Commerce and Outstanding 
Alumnus, ECU. He has also received Distinguished Service Awards 
from ECU Alumni Association, the Greenville Jaycees, ECU, Pitt 
Community College, the Boy Scouts of America, and the Education 
Law Section of the NC Bar Association. He served on the School 
of Government Foundation at UNC Chapel Hill, is former Chair 
of the Eastern Regional Council of the Friends of the Institute of 
Government at UNC, and a former member of the Distinguished 
Advisory Council of the Brody School of Medicine at ECU. Dixon 
is currently a member of the UNC Board of Governors and the UNC 
Center for International Understanding. He was recognized as a 
Citizen Lawyer in 2007 and received the I. Beverly Lake Award for 
Public Service in 2011 from the NC Bar Association.
 Dixon and his wife, Mamie, have three sons – Phillip Jr., David, 
and Scott. 
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classes. In 1994, PCC established a new position of Distance Education 
Facilitator, to support the college outreach on the NC Information 
Highway, the operation of the Community Public Access Channel, and 
telecourses routinely offered by the college. PCC hired Daniel A. Bain, 
who had extensive broadcasting, computer and telecommunication skills. 
In 1983-84, he was instrumental in supporting the telecommunications for 
the Olympic Games held in Los Angeles.
 In October 1994, the Pitt County School system requested the Pitt 
County Commissioners to hold a $34.5 million dollar bond referendum to 
meet some of their immediate needs. On October 17, 1994, PCC went to 
the county officials to present their $16.2 million dollar needs list – which 
included a general classroom building and other renovations, though 
not asking for a bond referendum. PCC officials asked commissioners 
to consider meeting some of the College’s immediate needs when they 
decide on the school system’s bond referendum. There was a public outcry 
that the College’s request was poorly timed and would hurt the public 
school referendum. In November 1994, PCC withdrew its funding request 
as not to hurt the public school referendum and drive a wedge between 
county schools and PCC. They withdrew with the understanding the 
College would return in two or three years to ask for a bond referendum. 
PCC also asked the commissioners to consider meeting some of the 
facility needs through other funding such as pay-as-you-go. The $34.5 
million dollar bond referendum for the Pitt County schools was turned 
down by Pitt County voters.

       With 4,600 students enrolled, PCC 
remained stretched for classroom space. Many 
of the classes were sharing space in some of 
the College’s 18 mobile units; while others 
found themselves learning English, math and 
economics in the automotive shop. In December 
1994, PCC faced more struggles when the bids 
for the $2.4 million dollar Continuing Education 
building came in about $900,000 over budget. 
The Trustees decided to explore possible 
design changes as a way of bringing down the 
construction cost.
       In January 1995, the Trustees awarded bids 
for the 24,000 square-foot Continuing Education 
building after agreeing to cut more than $75,000 
from the design costs and to borrow almost 
$600,000 from the Student Services building, the 
next construction project. It was understood that 
the borrowed money would be recouped when 
PCC received part of the 1993 $250 million 
dollar state community college improvement 
bond monies. The Board of Trustees also heard 
from The East Group Architects about the master 
plan and approved the preliminary site for the 
proposed Student Services building on the 
campus’ newly acquired property across Reedy 
Branch Road.
       On April 26, 1995, in an open field of 

neat rows of little corn and near a sign proclaiming “Future Home of the 
Bulldogs” off Reedy Branch Road, PCC broke ground for its new baseball 
field. Attending the groundbreaking ceremonies were Joe Hunniecutt, Vice 
President of Administrative Services; Monte Little, asst. baseball coach; 
George Whitfield, head coach; Harvey Lewis, Mitchell Jones, Bulldog 
Booster Club President; Mike Buck and Darrell Hignite, Booster Club 
members; Bill Cain, Board of Trustee member; Phil Dixon, Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees and PCC President, Charles Russell. PCC Boosters 
had already raised more than $80,000 for the program and facility 
which would have to be maintained by self-supporting funds, private 
contributions and gifts.
 As a sign of the times in May 1995, the Pitt Community College 
Board of Trustees voted to close the school’s Diesel Mechanics/
Agricultural Servicing Program due to a decline in enrollment. In its 
place, two new programs began – Microcomputer System Technology and 
Health Care Management Technology. This showed that Pitt Community 
College had always been adaptable to the changing circumstances of 
education and technology, while continually facing the reluctance among 
its elected county officials to wholeheartedly embrace progressive ideas.
     To highlight the difference, in May 1995, PCC received nationwide 
recognition when the College’s Imaging Technology Program was 
recognized as the first post graduate specialty education program in 
the nation to receive accreditation by the Joint Review Committee on 

 G. Henry (Harry) Leslie
was born in Guelph, Ontario, 
Canada and graduated with 
honors from the University of 
Toronto with a pharmacy degree 
in 1941, becoming a registered 
pharmacist. He received the 
Frank R. Lorriman Medal for 
proficiency in organic chemistry. 
He continued his pharmacy 
education with a three-year 
apprenticeship. 
 In 1942, he enlisted in the 

Royal Canadian Air Force, and in September 1943, he was commissioned 
as a Pilot Officer and received his wings. He served as a flying instructor 
and was discharged in 1945 from the service with a rank of Flying Officer 
to return to civilian life. 
 Leslie immigrated to the United States in 1946, joining Parke Davis 
& Company in Detroit as assistant manager in the Fluid Packaging 
Department. He became a naturalized U.S. citizen in 1952. During his 
career he went on to work for Frederick Stearns & Company and R. P. 
Scherer Corporation. In 1970, he moved to Greenville to work as plant 
manager of the New Burroughs-Wellcome Co. plant.
 Leslie was very active in numerous professional, civic and 
religious organizations including: The East Carolina Arts Festival, 
Pitt-Greenville Arts Council Fund Drive, chairman of the Industrial 
Division of the Pitt County United Way, president of the Pitt County 
United Way, vice-chairman of the ECU Foundation, member of the 
Highway 264 Association, 
member and chairman of 
the Board of Trustees of Pitt 
County Memorial Hospital, 
director of Wachovia Bank, 
Executive Committee of the 
Pitt-Greenville Chamber of 
Commerce, charter member 
of the Pitt County Golden K 
Kiwanis, was Elder of the 
Presbyterian Church, was in 
the Golden Gate Club, was 
active in the Sudan Temple in 
New Bern, was a member of 
the Kinston Power Squadron. 
He also served as chairman of 
the Production and Engineering 
section of the Pharmaceutical 

Manufacturers Association, was a member of the Pirates Club and served 
on the board of governors of the Washington Yacht and Country Club. 
 In 1988, in a ceremony at the Greenville Country Club, Henry was 
named the Pitt District Distinguished Citizen of the Year by the Boy 
Scouts for his contributions to the community. 
 Leslie served as a member of the Board of Trustees of Pitt Community 
College from 1974 until his retirement in 1994. He served as Chairman 
of the Policy Committee, Chairman of the Executive Committee, member 
of the Building Committee, and member of the Pitt Community College 
Foundation Board. He became Vice-Chairman of the Pitt Community 
College Board of Trustees in 1989 and served as Chairman from 1991 
until 1994. He was an outstanding leader for the College, having led the 
PCC Foundation’s Vision 2001 Campaign, in its efforts to purchase the 
additional 106 acres for the campus across the Reedy Branch Road and led 
an effort to obtain funding for several buildings on the campus, including 
the Continuing Education facility.
 Leslie was a ruling elder of the First Presbyterian Church in 
Greenville, NC.
 Leslie married the former Myrtle Laura Hattin from Ontario, Canada 
and they had three children.
 The G. Henry Leslie Building was dedicated in his honor on January 
26, 1997. The building housed the PCC’s Continuing Education Services, 
which includes the Basic Skills Center, Computer Technology Center, 
Focused Industrial Training Center, Lifelong Learning Center, New and 
Expanding Industry Training Center, Occupational Training Center, Small 
Business Center, and a 115-seat classroom auditorium – The Burroughs-
Wellcome Auditorium.. 

The groundbreaking ceremony for the PCC Bulldog baseball field took place on April 26, 1995. Participants 
included (l to r) Joe Hunniecutt, Vice President of Administrative Services; Monte Little, assistant baseball 
coach; George Whitfield, head coach; Harvey Lewis, Mitchell Jones, Bulldog Booster Club President; Mike 
Buck and Darrell Hignite, Booster Club members; Bill Cain, Board of Trustee member; Phil Dixon, Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees and PCC President, Charles Russell. 

G. Henry Leslie
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for full-time teachers. 
 In March 1998, PCC received a $166,666 grant from 
the NC Community College System to expand its preschool 
program to include infants, toddlers and 2-year-olds. The 
PCC Preschool Laboratory, under the direction of Cyndra 
Gasperini, established a training program for students 
and local child-care professionals as a “model” for other 
community college’s child-care centers and early childhood 
programs.
 In October 1998, the PCC Trustees went before the 
Pitt County Commissioners and asked for $500,000 to 
complete the second floor of the Student Services building, 
$100,000 to buy land for a new law enforcement training 
center and funds for a new parking lot and to close Reedy 
Branch Road and extend Fulford Road to connect two parts 
of the campus. The County Commissioners voted to issue 
$10 million dollars in general revenue bonds so that Pitt 
Community College could restructure its debt and supply 
funds to finish the second floor of the Student Services 
building and pave parking lots. This money would not be 
used to close a half mile stretch of Reedy Branch Road to 
traffic, and it was hoped that the county would help PCC 
acquire an additional $150,000 for the road project. After 
investigation and easement problems, the Reedy Branch 
Road project fell through in 2000.
 The year 1999 was one spent seeking more money from 
the state. PCC was asking for $4,935,338 million for new 

construction and repairs and renovations through the community college 
system. After partisan fighting, the state couldn’t come to terms on a $3 
billion bond proposal, $2.7 billion for university campuses and $300 
million for community colleges. The bond issue was put off until 2000.
 On September 4, 1999, Hurricane Dennis came ashore and 10 to 
15 inches of rain fell on southeastern North Carolina. On September 16, 
Hurricane Floyd produced torrential rainfall in eastern North Carolina 
which led to devastating floods. Thousands of residents in more than a 
dozen counties were trapped in their homes by rising water.  Many awaited 
rescue from rooftops or trees. On October 17-18, Hurricane Irene skirted 
the North Carolina coast, dropping up to 12 inches of rain in eastern 
North Carolina which added to the flooding problems already caused by 
Hurricane Floyd. PCC closed its campus as a result of Hurricane Floyd 
until September 29 and opened a PCC Foundation Flood Relief Center on 
campus. The Pitt Community College Foundation’s Disaster Relief Fund 
issued checks to students and employees for more than $34,000, purchased 
over $38,000 in books and supplies for students, and spent $250 on food. 
It was calculated that 368 students and employees had sought relief from 
the PCC Flood Relief Center and only 28 students, out of nearly 5000 
enrolled, had to withdraw because of the floods.

Education in Radiologic Technology. The Imaging Technology Program 
was established at PCC in 1990 and offered technical instruction in 
four component areas including Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI), 
Computed Tomography (CT) and Cardiovascular Interventional Imaging.
     As late as September 1995, it was reported that the $3,047,266 million 
dollar Continuing Education building was behind schedule and would 
not meet the fall completion date. The school was still dealing with 
the re-roofing of the Vernon E. White Building, which was also behind 
schedule. It seems that there was $26,000 worth of damaging leaks 
from the contractor’s failure to secure the job at the end of the day. The 
contractor’s insurance company had to reimburse the College for the 
damages. By November 1995, the school had to scale down the plans for 
the new Student Services building by eliminating two wings off the back 
of the building due to rising construction costs. 
By August 1996, PCC officials were forced to 
delay the opening of the Continuing Education 
building for a third time that year, putting it off 
until winter. 
 The Continuing Education building finally 
opened in November 1996, and in front of a 
crowd of 200 people, the building was dedicated 
on Sunday, January 26, 1997, in honor of G. 
Henry Leslie, former Chairman and member of 
the PCC Board of Trustees. The 28,556 square-
foot building housed the PCC’s Continuing 
Education Services, which included the Basic 
Skills Center, Computer Technology Center, 
Focused Industrial Training Center, Lifelong 
Learning Center, New and Expanding Industry 
Training Center, Occupational Training Center 
and Small Business Center. Dave McRae, 
President of Pitt County Memorial Hospital was 
guest speaker at the dedication. PCC President 
Dr. Charles Russell, accompanied by G. Henry 
Leslie’s four year old granddaughter, Chrystell 
Cluck, and David Cluck, unveiled a portrait of 
Leslie to be hung in the lobby of the building. 
One story told about the dedication ceremony 
was that state legislators were invited to the 
dedication, but none were able to attend. This 
didn’t stop Dr. Charles Russell in his remarks from recognizing them and 
putting in a good word for the College. After naming the legislators, he 
reviewed his list; “I certainly don’t want to leave anybody out – especially 
this time of year!” The 1997 NC General Assembly, which determined the 
community college budget, convened that week.
 By March 1997, the new Student Services building was having 
trouble getting off the ground. They started with a plan for a 60,000 
square-foot building, went down to a 40,000 square-foot and finally to a 
30,000 square-foot building. In November 1995, the PCC Trustees had 
down-scaled the project by dropping two wings because contractors had 
bid $1 million dollars over budget. In January 1997, the Trustees agreed to 

eliminate most of the office space, leaving only the multipurpose room and 
office for the student government in the plan. The second floor would be 
left vacant and would be filled in as the funds became available. Another 
problem arose when the school began plans for building the Student 
Services Building and petitioned Greenville Utilities Commission for 
water and sewer service. Reedy Branch Road split PCC’s 160-acre campus 
into Winterville’s and Greenville’s extraterritorial jurisdictions. Officials 
postponed acting on the request for sewer and water until Greenville and 
Winterville could decide which jurisdiction the campus should be in. After 
a public hearing and town council meetings, Winterville was chosen to 
have jurisdiction because it had supplied water and sewer service to PCC’s 
main campus for at least 30 years. With the approval of five entities and 
the County Commissioners, the Winterville town line was moved to take 

in the Bowen property where the new Student 
Services building was being built.
       By May 1997, PCC officials approved a 
$1.92 million dollar capital operating budget. 
The school wanted to pave its gravel streets and 
parking lots and renovate some buildings. PCC 
also wanted its own police force and wanted 
a new designation for its current staff of four 
security officers who were sworn deputies 
with the Sheriff’s Department. The PCC Board 
of Trustees sought approval from the NC 
Attorney General’s Office stating that having an 
independent department would allow PCC to 
swear-in its own officers, pursue federal and state 
law enforcement grants and have access to the 
national law enforcement computer system.
       On September 22, 1997, after four years 
of anticipation, workers began clearing ground 
for the new $2.7 million dollar Student Services 
building. At the September 1997 Board of 
Trustees meeting, Raymond Reddrick, a retired 
principal, was elected as Chairman of the PCC 
Board of Trustees, and Tom Craft, a retired 
Associate Superintendent of Pitt County Schools, 
was named as Vice-Chairman.
       In the Fall of 1997, Pitt Community College, 
as well as the entire North Carolina Community 

College system, converted from a quarter system to a semester system.
 The year 1998 brought a controversy when PCC was one of 53 North 
Carolina Community Colleges singled out in a special report for spending 
money allotted for faculty salaries in degree-granting programs on other 
things. At PCC, that money was used to make up shortfalls in books, 
equipment, non-faculty jobs, and essential business needs. It was stated 
that the state gave money for faculty salaries but doesn’t give money for 
hardware, software and other business needs of running the college. This 
issue brought the question of community college teacher salaries to the 
forefront. According to statistics given then, community college teachers 
ranked last in the Southeast in teacher salaries, at an average of $40,621 

Raymond Reddrick has served on the PCC Board of 
Trustees since 1980 and served as Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees from 1997-2007.

The PCC Preschool expanded its offerings in March 1998 to include infants, 
toddlers and 2-year-olds.

Hurricane Floyd strucj the east coast of the United States from September 14 to 18, 1999. Hur-
ricane Floyd produced more human misery and environmental destruction in North Carolina than 
any disaster in memory. The 15-20 inches of rain that fell across the eastern half of the state caused 
every river and stream to flood. There were 57 deaths in the United States directly attributed to 
Floyd, and flood damage estimates range near $6 billion. 
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 The College opened the Edward and Joan Warren Building in January 
2000. The Warren Building was originally scheduled to open in March 
1999, but delays in receiving construction materials and Hurricane Floyd 
pushed the opening until January. The 27,687 square-foot Edward and 
Joan Warren Building included the Admissions Counseling Center, Testing 
Center, SGA office, Student Activities Director office, and the gymnasium.
 The critical need for space continued with standing-room only classes, 
waiting lists for classes, and classes canceled because of a lack of space. 
“We need to get this ox out of the ditch today,” PCC President Charles 
Russell said at a Board of Trustees meeting. According to consultants, the 
cost of pulling that ox out of the ditch would be about $2.5 million dollars 
or about $10 million to $20 million dollars for the next several years. The 
NC Community College System study found that PCC had ranked near the 
bottom of the 58 community colleges in available space for the last five 
years while being at the top for using its existing space.
 In May 2000, PCC Trustees went before the Pitt County 
Commissioners and asked for $2.5 million dollars to ease urgent 
overcrowding on the campus, along with $10-20 million dollars to meet 
projected long-term needs. The funds were to be used to add a wing to the 
Leslie building and buy five trailers for classrooms and industrial labs. The 
Commissioners added the $2.5 million dollars to the 2000-2001 county 
budget. Also in May, the $3.1 billion dollar bond proposal was again being 
considered by the state legislature and passed both houses with only one 
lawmaker voting against it. The bond referendum was to appear on the 
November 2000 ballot.
 On June 4, 2000, PCC officially dedicated the Edward and Joan 
Warren Building in front of a crowd of 200 people. “You have chosen 
to give a special place a special name,” said Janice Faulkner, the 
Commissioner of the NC Division of Motor Vehicles, who spoke during 
the dedication. The building was named for Edward Warren and his wife, 
Joan. Warren, who worked at the college in the 1970s, was a former Pitt 

County Commissioner and served in the NC Senate since 1991. Mrs. 
Warren served on the PCC Board of Trustees since 1983. At the ceremony, 
Joan Warren pleaded for support in the upcoming bond referendum for 
North Carolina’s colleges and universities.
 There was a critical need for space, and asking and waiting around 
for money meant nothing when the space was needed immediately. The 
College was forced to cancel 17 classes in the spring because of the lack 
of space. In August 2000, the PCC Trustees went before the Pitt County 
Commissioners again asking for $150,000 to lease two buildings for 
additional classrooms. The old Maxway store building on US 264 alternate 
in Farmville would provide 5,000 sq. ft. of classroom space, and the 
US Cellular building on Firetower Road would provide 10,000 sq. ft. of 
space. The County Commissioners voted to allow the College to negotiate 
rental contracts which opened the door for more building owners to come 
forward offering space. After several negotiations, the County allocated 
$200,000 and PCC leased the 15,204 sq. ft. MacThrift Office Furniture 
building on Memorial Drive for three years. The building would provide 
for twelve classrooms and twelve offices.
 On Sunday, August 27, 2000, PCC dedicated the gymnasium in 
the Edward and Joan Warren Building to the former volunteer coach 
of the basketball team, Charles Coburn. Nearly 150 people attended 
the dedication ceremony and the dedicatory speech was given by U.S. 
Representative Walter B. Jones.
 In November 2000, the $3.1 billion dollar bond referendum was 
passed by the voters of North Carolina, but by January 2001, Governor 
Mike Easley was calling for nearly $22 million dollars in operation 
budget cuts for universities and general administration offices. After some 
wrangling, the state reversed its budget mandate and in March the PCC 
Trustees were given the green light to use about $8 million dollars of bond 
funds to build a new classroom building, a 500 space parking lot, and site 
preparations for future construction.

W“We need to get this ox out of the ditch today.” 

– PCC President Charles Russell
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 On April 19, 2001, Pitt Community College students kicked off the 
school’s yearlong 40th Anniversary Celebration at the annual Spring 
Fling. Hundreds of students gathered for the event, many sporting blue 
Pitt Bulldog paw prints on their cheeks. Several students dispensed 
information about majors and raised money for clubs at decorated booths. 
The Spring Fling event featured laser tag, raffles, music, club-exhibits 
and the interment of a gold-painted time capsule made by the College 
maintenance department out of plastic pipe. The items put into the time 
capsule included that day’s The Daily Reflector newspaper; patches from 
the PCC Army Reserve Officer Training Corps unit; copies of the PCC 
catalog in both paper and compact disc formats; PCC buttons, stickers 
and T-shirts; a Texas Instruments TI83 calculator; an algebra test from 
the math department; an astronomy test; news articles celebrating the 
College’s 2001 golf and volleyball teams; a PCC Academic Excellence 
Medallion; and aerial photographs of the PCC campus. “I hope all of you 
will come back on April 19, 2011,” said Susan Nobles, Vice President of 
Institutional Advancement for PCC. “We’ll open the time capsule then to 
celebrate our 50th anniversary.” 
 In May 2001, the College handed out diplomas to 431 students and 
PCC supporters feted the school’s 40th Anniversary Celebration with 
a day full of festivities. Keynote speaker at the graduation was PCC 
President Charles Russell. Afterward there was a noon barbecue to honor 
the graduates. Doris Baker, a member of Pitt Community College’s 
first graduating class, spoke about her memories of the school when it 
was known as Pitt Technical Institute. Edward Bright, retired Dean of 
Instruction for the College, also shared highlights from PCC’s history.
 The year 2001 brought many challenges. Space continued to be a 
problem as enrollment grew, but with distance learning programs, the 
internet helped take off some of the pressure. Then in October 2001, 
the state mandated a retroactive tuition hike which placed a hardship on 
students who couldn’t come up with the money. Then there was an anthrax 

mail scare across the country, which put all schools on “red alert.”
 In February 2002, the Pitt County Commissioners transferred a 
property deed to PCC Trustees for the planned Public Safety Training 
Center. The county purchased a 126-acre tract behind North Pitt High 
School in 2001 for $240,000 to construct a firing range and driving 
training facility for rescue and law enforcement personnel. The center 
was to be shared by the College, the Pitt County’s Sheriff Office, the 
Greenville Police Department and other municipal departments. The PCC 
Foundation Board pledged up to $50,000 towards the project to encourage 
future contributions.
 Budget constraints kept the PCC Board of Trustees in town on 
March 21, 2002 for their annual retreat. Before the 11 a.m. retreat at the 
Greenville Country Club, Trustees gathered on the PCC campus and 
took shelter from the rain under a tent and broke ground for the Reddrick 
Building, a new classroom building. 
 Dr. Charles Russell planned to retire as PCC President on August 
1, 2003. The PCC Trustees began the formal search process for his 
replacement in November 2002. Sixty-five applications were received. 
After careful review, the applicant pool was reduced to 25. When 12 
candidates were in the running, each one had to supply videotaped 
interviews for the Trustees to review, after which four semi-finalists were 
selected for personal interviews with the Trustees. At a ceremony after a 
festive graduation luau on May 16, 2003, Dr. G. Dennis Massey accepted 
his appointment to serve as the College’s fourth president. Massey stood 
at a podium holding a flower lei in one hand and a report about the 
College’s future in his other hand.  “It really is a pleasure to be here at 
Pitt Community College,” he said to a full house of PCC Trustees, staff, 
faculty, and community leaders who came to welcome him and his wife 
Chikako to Pitt County. “It makes me proud to be able to build upon 

the strong foundation that you already have. Much of the success of a 
community college depends upon its leadership,” Massey said. “This is 
a strong school, and it has good support from the community, due in part 
because of the leadership of Dr. Russell. I look forward to taking on the 
challenge of leading you and working with you, the community, and the 
county.”
 In July 2003, the PCC Board of Trustees voted to name the College’s 
new automotive and construction building for the owner of a local Toyota 
dealership, Craig Goess. Most of the college’s facilities were named after 
former chairmen of the Board and past college presidents. But a recent 
policy change was adopted by the trustees to extend the honor to those 
who have made financial and service contributions to the College. Goess 
had committed to donating $150,000 to the College’s Foundation. By the 
Fall, the College starting looking at designs for the planned $1.5 million 
building.
 In October 2003, President Massey and PCC staff went before the 
Pitt County Commissioners to update them on the progress of the firing 
range and driving training facility for law enforcement since the cost to 
build them was far exceeding the original estimates. The original estimate 
was $1.3 million dollars in 2002 and now the designer estimated that the 
first phase alone would cost around $6.4 million dollars. Another pressure 
was that construction had to begin by year’s end to avoid falling victim to 
changes in the county’s flood plain rules. By November, the PCC Trustees 
decided to delay the project for more long-range planning.
 On November 16, 2003, in a ceremony in the Warren Building, PCC 
dedicated its newest classroom building to Raymond Reddrick, Chairman 
of the PCC Board of Trustees. The $5.1 million dollar, 44,716 square-foot 
building housed new classrooms, computer labs and faculty offices. The 
Arts and Sciences Division offices and Distance Learning Division offices 
were also located in the Reddrick Building. Though several offices moved 
into the building a week before the dedication, the building didn’t open for 
classes until Spring Semester 2004. 
 In 2004, Pitt Community College offered 44 associate degree 
programs, numerous certificate programs, 22 diploma programs, and 18 
University Transfer programs. The College had expanded its instruction 
to include more than 200 classes via the internet, classes via the NC 
Information Highway, telecourses, and community-based classes. During 
Fall Semester 2003, 5,848 curriculum students and 4,234 continuing 
education students were enrolled.
 With funding from the state legislature and the Golden LEAF 
Foundation, PCC opened a BioNetwork Bioprocessing Center at 
1800-G North Greene Street in Greenville in 2004. The General 
Assembly authorized the funding for six institutions that make up the 
NC Community College System BioNetwork, of which PCC was one. 
According to Bill Cooper, manager of the Bioprocessing Center, “The 
Bioprocessing Center’s role in the BioNetwork is to ‘train the trainers.’ 
PCC is in partnership with 12 other community colleges and serves as 
a resource to them. PCC is developing a series of training modules for 
biotechnology faculty to receive customized training.”  The PCC facility 
helped in recruiting new biomanufacturing companies to the state and 
helped make sure there were jobs available for the work force they were 

PCC leased the 15,204 sq. ft. MacThrift Office Furniture building on Memorial 
Drive for three years. It was purchased in 2005.

Dr. Charles Russell passed the reins of Pitt Community College to its new 
President, Dr. Dennis Massey who relocated from Illinois. After his arrival, one of 
the first events he attended was a special graduation luncheon with a luau theme.

Edward and 
Joan Warren
       A native of the Stokes 
community of Pitt County, 
Edward Warren graduated 
from Stokes-Pactolus High 
School. He served in the 
US Air Force from 1945-
48. Afterwards he attended 
Campbell College and later 
received an A.B. Degree 
in Science from Atlantic 
Christian College. He went 

on and received his M.A. Degree in School Administration from East 
Carolina University and later took advanced work at Duke University. 
 Warren began his education career as a teacher and coach at 
Belvoir-Falkland High School. He later served as principal at Falkland 
Elementary School, Belvoir-Falkland High School, Ayden High 
School, and Rose High School in Greenville. He served as Director of 
Cooperative Education at Pitt Technical Institute from July 1971 until 
January 1978.
 Warren was very active in the community. He was an active 
member of the Ayden and then Greenville Rotary Club; served on the 
Board of Directors of the Salvation Army; was a board member and 
past president of the Pitt County Mental Health Association; vice-
chairman of the Pitt County United Fund; member and chairman of 
the Pitt County Memorial Hospital Board of Trustees; was a director 
and past president of the Greenville Golf and Country Club; and a 
trustee of the Elks Lodge.
 Warren had a long political career, serving on the Board of Pitt 
County Commissioners from 1974-1980 and as chairman 1979-80; 
elected five terms to the NC House of Representatives from 1981-
1991; and to the NC Senate for six terms, serving from 1991-2003.
 Warren was a tobacco farmer, warehouse owner, and real estate 
investor. He was a member of the First Christian Church in Greenville 
where he served as a Deacon and past president of the Christian 
Men’s Fellowship.
 He was honored when the Brody School of Medicine dedicated 
the Edward Nelson Warren Building, and he 
and his wife were honored by PCC when the 
College dedicated the Ed and Joan Warren 
Building in 2000. Senator Warren died on 
April 24, 2003. 
 Senator Warren’s wife of 49 years, 
Joan Braswell Warren, who had served on 
the College’s Board of Trustees since 1983, 
died on June 17, 2002. Joan served as Chair 
of the PCC Board of Trustees’ Personnel 
Committee for more than a decade. They 
had no children.
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developing. To help individuals graduating from the community college 
bioprocessing programs enter undergraduate and graduate programs, PCC 
established agreements with ECU and UNC-Pembroke.
 In November 2004, PCC Trustees approved the purchase of 131 
acres of the Rebecca Davenport property adjacent to campus for future 
expansion. The school bought the property in the spring of 2005 from the 
$16 million dollar state bond funds which the school received in 2000. The 
land purchase expanded the College’s main campus in Winterville to about 
309 acres. The board also approved a Facilities Master Plan outlining 
future growth for the College’s main campus. The master plan included an 
estimated $70 million dollars for construction of classrooms, laboratories, 
a library and student services facilities to meet the enrollment growth for 
the next eight to ten years. The College had only recently finished paving 
the roads around the Bowen Farm site, which would include a storm water 
retention pond.
 In March 2005, the PCC Trustees approved an economic impact 
study on community colleges in North Carolina. The study was done by 
CCbenefits, a consulting firm that analyzes the performance of community 
colleges in the United States. According to the study, PCC accounts for 
$413 million dollars of all annual earnings in Pitt County and its graduates 
earn an additional $4,901 per year for each year they complete. At the 
same meeting, the Board also approved a resolution supporting the Pitt 
County Board of Commissioners’ request for a 1-cent local sales tax to 
pay for construction at PCC and the Pitt County Schools.
 In May 2005, the PCC administrators announced they were beginning 
a nearly $2.6 million dollar renovation of the Robert Lee Humber 
Building. The renovations would bring the 35-year-old building in line 
with current building, energy and handicap accessibility codes. In May 
2005, to alleviate congestion on the main campus during the Humber 
Building renovation, the College voted to purchase the former MacThrift 
office building on Memorial Drive in Greenville for $2.1 million dollars. 

The school had leased space in the 28,000 square-foot MacThrift office 
building since 2001 while the Reddrick Building was being built and in 
an effort to alleviate the College’s crowded conditions decided to make it 
permanent. The purchase was approved by the NC Community College 
System Board in August 2005.  Renamed the “Greenville Center,” it 
provided 14,000 square feet of instructional space for PCC’S Continuing 
Education and Community Development Division. A warehouse behind 
the main building provided another 8,000 square feet of instructional space 
for PCC’S Law Enforcement training programs, formerly located in the 
Humber Building. In July 2005, the PCC Board of Trustees approved the 
$50,000 purchase of a mobile classroom to house students in the Building 
Construction Technology program. The money for the mobile unit came 
from profit generated from selling houses built by the students in the 
program every year.
 In September 2005, after more than 15 years of planning, discussions, 
rejected bids, and re-planning, College administrators broke ground 
on farmland for the new firing range behind North Pitt High School. 
The project cost more than $1.1 million dollars, with about $385,000 
coming from state bond funds and $500,000 appropriated by the county. 
The Public Safety Complex would cost about $7 million dollars and 
construction was expected to be ongoing at the site for the next 10-15 
years. In August 2006, less than 12 months after ground was broken, local 
law enforcement began training at the center’s newly-constructed pistol 
and rifle ranges.
 In January 2006, PCC partnered with Greenville Utilities and the City 
of Greenville to encourage employees at the two organizations to pursue 
higher education. Called “Pitt Pass,” the project was designed to help 
workers make the transition to college. It included admissions counseling, 
placement test preparation, touring the PCC campus and taking college 
courses for academic credit.
 In March 2006, local and state-wide leaders gathered in Greenville 
on the Belvoir Highway to dedicate the James D. Bernstein Community 

Health Center. This multipurpose facility was designed to integrate 
educational programs, job training, social support agencies and health 
services for rural, low-income families. Pitt Community College joined 
a community collaboration made up of the Eastern Carolina Community 
Health Care Consortium, Pitt County Memorial Hospital and East 
Carolina University to offer indigent care programs. The center was 
operated by the Greene County Health Care, Inc., a federally recognized 
network of seven rural clinics, which offered medical and dental services. 
Pitt Community College coordinated educational programs at the Center, 
including health information management, dental hygiene and radiation 
technology.  
 Also in 2006, Pitt Community College in another collaboration, 
joined the City of Greenville, East Carolina University and the west 
Greenville community to create the Lucille W. Gorham Intergenerational 
Community Center on Ward Street in Greenville. Situated in the old St. 
Gabriel’s Catholic Church complex, the Intergenerational Community 
Center offered a wide variety of services, programs and classes for the 
residents of the west Greenville community. Pitt Community College 
offered through its Outreach Program, counseling, mentoring, workforce 
development, computer classes, GED-High School classes and outreach 
and referral services.
 In June 2006, PCC commemorated the re-opening of the Humber 
Building, home to the Business Division, with an open house. The facility 
had been closed for a little more than a year while undergoing extensive 
renovations that brought it in line with modern building, energy, and 
handicap accessibility codes. The $2.6 million needed to refurbish Humber 
came as part of PCC’s portion of an educational bond referendum state 
voters approved in 2000.
 The deficit of space still continued to plague the campus. The 
cumulative effect of enrollment increases at PCC which averaged 5.2 
percent annually over the previous five years was felt as never before. 
PCC remained the most crowded of all 58 NC Community Colleges. 

Raymond Reddrick
 Raymond Reddrick was 
born October 1, 1932 in 
Wilmington, NC, being one 
of eight children. He earned 
a B.S. Degree in Elementary 
Education from Elizabeth 
City State University where 
he was a star halfback on 
the football team. He then 
received a Masters Degree in 
Administration/Supervision 
from North Carolina A&T 
University. Reddrick also 

participated in over 50 additional advanced training Seminars with East 
Carolina University, NC Department of Public Instruction, North Carolina 
Central University, Governor’s School, and at UNC-Chapel Hill.
 Reddrick’s career spanned over four decades as an educator including 
serving as a high school teacher, coach, and principal. He taught math, 
science, and social studies and served as head football coach and 
basketball coach at Thomasville High School, Thomasville, NC from 
1955-57. He served as a teacher for three years and principal for four 
years at Sallie Branch School, Greenville, NC from 1959-1967. He served 
as principal of G. R. Whitfield School, Grimesland, NC from 1967-
1987. That outstanding service was interrupted briefly from 1957-59 
when he served as a Medical corpsman with the U. S. Army. He served 
as a Hygiene Instructor with duty assignments in North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Texas, Colorado, England, France and Germany.
 Mr. Reddrick served as a member of the Pitt Community College 
Board of Trustees from 1980-2007 with the last 10 years serving as 
Chairman of the Board. He also was an active volunteer and board 
member of the Pitt Community College Foundation.
 During his career and since his retirement, Reddrick was active in 
various professional and civic organizations. He garnered numerous 
recognitions and awards. He was an active member of St. Gabriel’s 
Catholic Church and was a member of the Knights of Columbus, John 
Ivey Smith Council of 
Greenville and has been 
recognized as Knight of the 
Year several times.
 In 2003, the PCC 
Trustees honored Raymond 
Reddrick, Jr., by naming a 
new building on the campus 
of Pitt Community College 
in his honor. 
 He married the former 
Georgia Lois King of 
Montclair, NJ and they had 
two children. 

Reddrick Building

PCC Firing Range The Lewis Fieldhouse groundbreaking was held in late September of 2006.
Lois and Raymond Reddrick
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Classes were offered at the Greenville Center as well as the Technology 
Enterprise Center north of the Tar River and several other locations 
throughout Pitt County. During the 2005-06 school year, the College 
offered 50 associate degree programs, 68 certificate programs, 23 diploma 
programs and 19 online programs, serving more than 17,000 people 
through continuing education and curriculum programs in 2005 alone. 
The Pitt County Board of Commissioners joined with leaders at PCC and 
Pitt County Schools to seek the authorization of a half-cent increase in the 
sales tax. Inactivity by the state Senate doomed that proposal and left PCC 
in the same situation as the public schools looking for funds. PCC and the 
other groups continued to ask for the referendum for the sales tax increase 
into 2007.
 In September 2006, the PCC Trustees approved initial plans for a 
33,600 square-foot student center to be built in a modern style. There 
was a controversy and discussion among the Trustees about whether 
future buildings at PCC would follow the Georgian style that marked 
existing structures. Eventually, they decided the expense of maintaining 
the Georgian style was too costly and the student center would be a more 
contemporary facility.
 In late September 2006, PCC broke ground at the site of The Lewis 
Field House constructed at the Minges-Overton Baseball Complex. The 
Field House was only part of an overall project to upgrade PCC’s baseball 
facilities. New state-of-the-art lighting at the field was installed earlier in 
the year, and the Minges Bottling Company donated a new scoreboard at 
the complex. The construction of the Field House and the purchase of the 
lights were funded by the PCC Foundation.
 During the NC Community College System’s Day of Recognition 
event on November 17, 2006 at the RBC Center in Raleigh, the NC 
Community College System honored the 20+ year partnership between 
Pitt Community College and Grady-White Boats. PCC President G. 
Dennis Massey and Grady-White representatives Kris Carroll and Herman 

Simon accepted the inaugural Distinguished Partners for Excellence 
Award. “At the core of any outstanding organization are people with the 
heart, the vision and the plan, and persistence to follow through,” Massey 
said during the ceremony. “The Grady-White team of CEO Eddie Smith, 
President Kris Carroll and Mr. Herman Simon have demonstrated this 
leadership.”  The Eddie and Jo Allison Smith Family Foundation has 
generously supported the development and operation of the VISIONS 
and HORIZONS programs. These programs provide mentoring, career 
development, and scholarships for students from junior year in high school 
or GED/Adult High School Programs through graduation at PCC. These 
programs were developed by Herman Simon of the Smith Foundation, 
Gene Hemby and Susan Nobles of PCC, and Melissa Spain and Tommy 
Stroud of the Greater Greenville Community Foundation. The Smith 
Foundation and PCC Foundation partnered to provide scholarships to 
reduce the Pitt County dropout rate and increase the number of students 
attending college. The Smith Family Foundation also helped purchase 
state-of-the-art ultrasound equipment for PCC’s medical sonography 
program.
 In December 2006, PCC and the City of Greenville signed papers 
for a $200,000 donation from the city. The money was used by PCC to 
construct two observation towers on the PCC firing range near Bethel. 
Also in December, PCC announced that the new Student Services 
Building would be named in honor of Craig Goess, owner of Greenville 
Toyota. At that time, Mr. Goess’ gift of $500,000 was the largest 
individual contribution the PCC Foundation had ever received. The 
33,698 square-foot Goess Student Center would cost more than $6 million 
dollars to build and would contain admissions, registration, financial aid, 
multipurpose meeting rooms, a dining facility and a student lounge.
 On April 10, 2007 the Bulldog baseball program received a giant 
boost when PCC held a dedication ceremony for the new fieldhouse and 
baseball field upgrades. The Lewis Fieldhouse, named in honor of E. R. 

Lewis Construction Company, Inc. and the E. 
R. Lewis family, was a $300,000 facility that 
included a locker room, coaches’ offices and a 
new press box.
 The year 2007 brought distance 
learning to the forefront when in March 2007 
the University of North Carolina System 
revealed its plans to aggressively promote its 
distance education offerings. Online instruction 
was nothing new to PCC; it had been actively 
promoting distance learning as far back as 
2001. In 2007, PCC offered 19 curriculum 
programs entirely online and more than 200 
distance education courses. Many students took 
courses and earned associate degrees without 
setting foot in Greenville until they picked 
up their degree during graduation. In August 
2007, the Bioprocessing Center, in cooperation 
with Gaston College, began offering an online 
course on basic biotechnology lab techniques.

   Dr. G. Dennis Massey 
became the fourth president 
of Pitt Community College in 
July 2003.  Before coming to 
Pitt, he had over thirty years 

of teaching and administrative 
experience in Ohio, Oregon, 

Wisconsin, and Illinois.  His 
background with faculty/staff 

leadership, community partnerships, 
facility planning, and private fundraising 

complemented his passion for teaching 
students what they need to succeed in further 

courses and in the workplace.
 Although he never attended a community college, an Honorary 
Associate of Human Reconstruction degree stands on the wall behind his 
chair, right next to an award by the Pitt Student Government Association 
in 2007-08 for being an “outstanding president.”  This focus on students 
and their advancement remains his major interest and commitment.
 Born in central Illinois but raised in his father’s home state of 
Kentucky, Dr. Massey was a first-generation college student after 
graduating as salutatorian from Dixie Heights High School.  He earned 
his Bachelor and Master of Arts degrees from Johns Hopkins University 
in Baltimore, Maryland.  While teaching full-time at the college level, he 
completed his Ph.D. in English from the University of Cincinnati.
 Always interested in international relations, Massey was selected 
by the Japan-America Society of Washington, D.C. to be an instructor in 
a teacher training program in Kumamoto, Japan, and in 1973 he served 
a year as Assistant Professor of English at Doshisha Women’s College 
in Kyoto, Japan, where he met his wife-to-be, Chikako.  They were 
married upon his return to the U.S. in 1974. Dr. Massey has pursued his 
love of Japanese and Asian culture and society through his service as a 
board member for the Midwest Institute for International Education, his 
participation with North Carolina World View, and his promotion of the 
PCC partnership with the Wuxi Institute of Technology in China.
 Massey’s prior administrative positions included Dean for Continuing 
Studies at Wilmington College, Ohio; Associate Dean at Lewis & Clark 
College in Portland, Oregon; Campus Executive Officer and Dean at 
the University of Wisconsin-Marathon County; and Vice President 
of Academic and Student Affairs at McHenry County College.  His 
professional writing grew out of his Wilmington College experience at 
the Lebanon Correctional Institution working with inmates and staff to 
develop a post-release program, Project Talents.  A book based on his 

doctoral thesis, Doing Time in American Prisons: A Study of Modern 
Novels, was published by Greenwood Press in 1988.
 Pitt Community College proved to be an excellent fit for Dr. Massey 
because of the high quality of the faculty and staff and its tradition of 
applied as well as university transfer programs.  His experience with 
bond referendums as well as working with state and county leaders 
proved valuable in responding to Pitt’s chronic facility needs.  Greenville 
and eastern North Carolina provided a context for him to lead and 
communicate the strengths of PCC at a time of great demand for training 
and community engagement.
 Very active in organizations which are partners to PCC, Massey 
serves on the boards of Greenville-Pitt County Chamber of Commerce, 
Region Q Workforce Development, and the Eastern Area Health Education 
(AHEC). Dr. Massey is an evaluator for The Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools (SACS).  He also served as president of the NC 
Association of Community College presidents in 2011-12.
 Dr. Massey and his wife Chikako have two sons who are married with 
children.  

The groundbreaking for the Craig Goess Student Center was held on November 8, 2007.

G. Dennis Massey
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 In May 2007, the PCC Trustees went to the 
Pitt County Commissioners looking for $4.9 
million dollars to pay for increasing faculty 
salaries, lost revenue on the Greenville Center and 
rising energy costs. The biggest item in the budget 
was $1 million dollars to help fund an addition to 
the Fulford Building. The county agreed to match 
a similar state allocation and put it in the new 
county budget.
 In July 2007, the General Assembly passed a 
$20.7 billion budget which meant that PCC would 
get money for costly health science programs and 
construction. The state voted for a quarter-cent 
tax hike for school construction to be voted on in 
county referendums, raises for college employees 
and an equipment funding allocation that would 
bring about $1.7 million dollars to PCC. In 
August, the Pitt County Commissioners voted to 
put the sales tax referendum on the ballot for the 
municipal elections on November 6.
 Fall Convocation was held at the Greenville 
Hilton in August 2007, and more than 350 faculty 
members heard from PCC administrators and 
speakers as they outlined a set of new goals to 
lead the school toward its 50th anniversary. The 
event’s centerpiece was the unveiling of the 2007-
11 Strategic Plan, drafted in 2006 and approved 
by the College Trustees in May of 2007. In it were 
four major goals for PCC as it approached its 
50th anniversary in 2011:  expanding PCC’s presence into the community, 
increasing student success and retention, expanding professional 
development efforts for employees and bringing campus groups closer 
together, and finding new funding resources to continue addressing PCC’s 
space problem.
 In August 2007, the PCC Board of Trustees elected Gary Evans, 
a vice president with Alliance One International, a tobacco leaf 
merchandiser, as its new Chairman to replace longtime Chairman 
Raymond Reddrick. Evans, a 1984 PCC graduate, was appointed to the 
Board of Trustees by the Pitt County Commissioners in 2003 and 2007. 
Also in August, the Trustees chose Farmville-based Farrior & Sons to 
build the scaled-down $6.4 million dollar Craig Goess Student Center. 
Farrior & Sons presented the lowest bid at $5.8 million dollars and the 
$600,000 left over and allocated for the building went into a contingency 
trust.
 In September 2007, PCC officials went before the Pitt County 
Commissioners to ask them for a $900,000 dollar match for a grant the 
college was seeking from the NC Community College System. This grant 
match, which was approved by the County Commissioners, would give 
PCC $1.8 million dollars regardless of whether a quarter-cent sales tax 
increase was approved during the November election.
 In October 2007, the PCC Trustees awarded C. A. Lewis a $48,000 

contract to build the first phase of the public-
safety training center and voted to use $71,000 
from the College’s fund to repair roof leaks at the 
Greenville Center.
       On a chilly day, a groundbreaking ceremony 
was held for the Craig Goess Student Center on 
November 8, 2007. Nearly 75 local, state and 
college officials attended the ceremony with the 
building’s great benefactor, Craig Goess giving a 
speech. The 27,000 square-foot building was to 
cost $5.7 million and was the last 2000 state bond 
funded project at PCC.
       On November 12, 2007, while Greenville 
observed Veterans Day, students and employees 
gathered in front of the Vernon E. White Building 
to unveil a peace monument. The monument 
was an eight foot tall hexagonal pole made of 
red cedar which displayed messages of peace 
in 12 languages – English, Chinese, Cherokee, 
Arabic, Russian, Indonesian, Swahili, German, 
Japanese, Hindi, Spanish and American Sign 
Language. The 12 languages selected for the 
pole represented the makeup of PCC’s student 
population. The idea for the peace pole was that 
of Karen Perry who persuaded the SGA to erect 
the monument as PCC’s statement for world-wide 
peace. She conceived the idea after the Virginia 
Tech massacre on April 16, and to address the 
continuing war in Iraq and Afghanistan. Tollie 

West, masonry program curriculum coordinator, and his students installed 
the peace pole prior to the dedication in conjunction with the College’s 
observance of International Education Week. 
     In November 2007, state officials issued regulations requiring NC 
Community Colleges to admit illegal immigrants into its 58 schools 

“Futures First” 
Campaign co-chairs 
Walter Williams and 
Diane Murphrey.

who meet basic 
requirements of being 
either a high school 
graduate or an adult 
in need of skills 
training. PCC was 
not affected by this 
order to admit since 
the PCC Trustees 
had implemented a 
policy nearly three 
years before approving the acceptance 
of undocumented students. These 
undocumented students were required to 
pay out-of-state tuition fees. These new 
regulations were supported by Gov. Mike 
Easley, but it provoked heavy criticism, 
especially from leading candidates 
running to replace Gov. Easley.
     PCC consistently helped fill Pitt 
County Memorial Hospital’s need, 
churning out nearly half of the allied 
health employees hired at PCMH. In November 
2007, Pitt Memorial returned the favor with a $1 million dollar donation 
pledge from the Pitt Memorial Hospital Foundation. The pledge would be 
used to help build the $6.5 million dollar addition to the Fulford Building 
which housed PCC’s health sciences programs. The 34,000 square-foot 
expansion nearly doubled instructional space for nursing, radiology, 
nuclear medicine, and other programs. The hospital had provided funding 
for instructors and equipment for many years. 
The hospital also funded $260,000 in annual 
scholarships for health sciences students at 
PCC.
 PCC administrators announced in January 
2008 that the College would soon expand its 
health sciences facilities. That fall, they broke 
ground on a 34,000 square-foot addition to 
the Fulford Building that was expected to 
open in 2010 and would be named for Herman 
Simon, an ardent PCC supporter and financial 
advisor with the Eddie and Jo Allison Smith 
Family Foundation. To help pay for the Simon 
Building’s construction, the PCC Foundation 
launched the College’s first-ever “Futures 
First” capital campaign in February 2008.  With 

Walter Williams and Diane Murphrey as co-chairs leading the fundraising, 
the campaign was geared for success.  The Foundation’s capital campaign 
committee raised over $7 million in 14 months.  Significant contributions 
from the Eddie and Jo Allison Smith Family Foundation, the Pitt County 
Memorial Hospital Foundation, the NC Community College System, Pitt 
County Commissioners, the Golden LEAF Foundation, and 154 other 
donors, including many PCC employees, secured the funding needed for 
the construction of the Herman Simon Building and the other campaign 
initiatives including scholarships, professional development, and 
equipment.
 In January 2008, PCC finished its renovation of the Greenville Center 
on Memorial Drive. The face-lift, which cost more than $283,000, added 
seven classrooms and ten offices to the center. The PCC Small Business 
Center got its own office in the building. Continuing Education classes 
resumed on February 1 and the facility was christened at an open house 
held on February 15, 2008.
 In April 2008, Pitt County officials announced their plans for a 
phased approach for the utilization of the quarter-cent sales tax proceeds. 
According to their plan, the first proposed borrowing would be for a 
project in Pitt Community College’s Master Facility Plan in early 2009. 
The county would have six months of sales tax collections under its 
belt by that time. PCC received $22.5 million in the first phase. PCC’s 
top priorities in the master plan included a construction and industrial 
technology complex, general classroom building and a maintenance, 
grounds and storage facility complex. After PCC acquired bids for its 
projects, County Commissioners would be required to approve the size of 
the borrowing.
 The Coburn Center came alive on the morning of May 5, 2008 when 
about 800 people turned out to see and hear Democratic Presidential 
candidate, Hillary Clinton. The crowd cheered the candidate with chants 
of “Hillary, Hillary, Hillary” at the rally before she was introduced by Gov. 
Mike Easley. Mrs. Clinton spoke about her platform on the economy, jobs, 
education, gay marriage and energy. “The wealthy and well-connected 
have had their president,” Clinton said. “It’s now time for the rest of 
America to have theirs.” 

Seeking to generate support among North Carolinians in her bid to become the Democratic Party’s presidential 
nominee, Sen. Hillary Clinton spoke on the campus of Pitt Community College on the morning of Monday, May 
5, 2008. Though Clinton’s visit was not announced until Saturday evening, several hundred still came out to 
PCC’s Charles Coburn Center to hear the former First Lady and current New York Senator speak.Peace Pole Re-dedication in November, 2008.
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the ceremony, several people praised Simon for his contributions to 
Pitt Community College. Simon, a New Jersey native and Chapel Hill 
resident, was an attorney, an accountant, and a longtime financial adviser 
for the Eddie and Jo Allison Smith Family Foundation. He is credited 
with helping to establish PCC’s VISIONS and HORIZONS programs, 
which are designed to help Pitt County students finish high school, 
GED, or Adult High School Programs and continue to higher education.  
Herman Simon spoke on being honored with a named building and said 
by constructing the building, “We are taking another step toward giving 
all citizens of the county an opportunity to succeed.” The $6.5 million 
dollar building was expected to be completed in 2010, but equipping the 
structure was challenging due to state budget shortfalls that drained the 
College’s reserve funds.
 In January 2009 at the start of the 2009 Spring Semester came the 
opening of the long-awaited and much-needed Craig F. Goess Student 
Center. Named for a Greenville businessman and PCC supporter 

who contributed to the center’s construction, the 33,698 square-foot 
building featured a large multipurpose room and cafeteria and provided 
a central location for student services, including counseling, financial 
aid, and admissions. Also in January 2009, PCC Trustees named MBAJ 
Architecture of Raleigh as the designer of the master plan for the campus.  
The master plan was first approved back in 2004 and MBAJ worked with 
the school during the development of the original plan.
  In the face of budget cuts and a downturn in the national economy, 
PCC continued to grow. As the economy suffered, community college 
enrollments went up because four year schools were harder to get into, and 
more people were trying to update their skills or find a new occupation. 
 Enrollment at PCC had increased by more than 15 percent since 
spring of 2008. People turned to PCC after being laid off from their jobs. 
Many of these students were required to be enrolled in a class to receive 
unemployment benefits with their severance packages. In March 2009 
during spring break, the PCC Business Unit’s Professional Center hosted 

 The question of illegal immigrants attending community colleges was 
revisited again in May 2008. A memo was sent out into the community 
college system from the general counsel for the colleges stating that 
the system would return to its policy set in 2001. That policy said 
illegal immigrants weren’t eligible under federal law “for most state or 
local benefits. Post-secondary education was one of those benefits that 
undocumented or illegal aliens are not eligible to receive.” In a statement, 
PCC President Massey said that this was not the policy of Pitt Community 
College. “In 2004, PCC changed its board policy (to admit undocumented 
immigrants) based on a federal decision that each college may decide its 
own policy on the matter,” Massey said. The school wanted to comply 
with all federal and state requirements, but decided to step back and wait 
to see what legal decisions were forthcoming on the policy. Both Massey 
and Joanne Ceres, school registrar, said that the new policy would only 
affect a handful of PCC students since the 2006-07 enrollment included 
only five undocumented immigrants who were charged an out-of-state 
tuition rate. In August 2008, the NC Community College System decided 
it would continue to bar undocumented immigrants from enrolling until 
officials could review a federal opinion that would allow it to drop the 
policy. The NC Community College System finally endorsed new rules 
that allowed undocumented immigrants to enroll on all 58 campuses in 
September 2009.
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 In September 2008, PCC approached the Pitt County Commissioners 
for $2.8 million dollars for planning and new construction, which was 
unanimously approved. According to PCC President Massey, $800,000 of 
the funds would be used for the planning of a construction and industrial 
technology complex, general classroom building and a maintenance, 
grounds and storage facility complex. The remaining $2 million would 
serve as a loan for the expansion of PCC’s Fulford Building if needed. The 
College would combine these funds with the money raised by the capital 
campaign. Massey said that PCC expected to pay the money back to the 
county by early 2011. The PCC Trustees authorized the beginning phase of 
the three new facilities in late September.
 In October 2008, PCC officials were bracing themselves for how 
to handle rapid growth with fewer than anticipated funds from the state. 
PCC had received more than $28 million in state funding for the 2008-
09 budget year, but 2-5 percent was already asked to be reverted back to 
the state. Massey said the reversion would make it hard for PCC officials 
to accommodate the 9 percent increase in enrollment seen that semester. 
There would be limited class offerings, cuts in staff and equipment 
purchases if PCC couldn’t absorb the costs.
 More than 100 officials, trustees, and community leaders crowded 
into the lecture hall of the Fulford Building on November 20, 2008, 
to celebrate the groundbreaking of the Herman Simon Building. At 

The groundbreaking for the Herman Simon Building took place on November 20, 2008. Participating in the ceremony were (l to r):  Dr. G. Dennis Massey, Randy 
Collier, Virginia Hardy, Gary Evans, Tyree Walker, Kenneth Ross, Janet Mullaney, Tom Johnson, Rep. Marian McLawhorn, Rep. Arthur Williams, Jimmy Garris, Rep. 
Edith Warren, Chris Smith, Herman Simon, Eddie Smith, Jo Allison Smith, Walter Williams, Diane Murphrey, Kelly Barnhill, Jr., and Billy Dunn.
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 In April 2010, Gov. Beverly Perdue announced that Pitt Community 
College was one of five institutions nationwide to lead a regional 
consortium to train thousands of people for Health Information Records 
in six months or less. Central Piedmont Community College in Charlotte 
and Catawba Valley Community College in Hickory also participated with 
PCC in a 21-school consortium covering 13 states. The group received 
a $10.9 million grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services and could receive more. The training began in the fall 2010 and 
focused on six industry professions.
 On August 6, 2010 the much anticipated Herman Simon Building, a 
massive 34,000-square-foot addition to the Health Sciences facility, was 
dedicated. More than 150 people attended the ceremony at the Goess 
Student Center. The Simon Building was the next addition to PCC’s 
campus after the Goess Student Center and marked the first building paid 
for by capital campaign funding in PCC’s near 50-year history.  
 “Opening this building is going to be tremendous for us because 
we’ve grown so much,” said Leslie Rogers, assistant vice president for 
student services. “Every time a new building opens, we fill it right up,” 
she said. “You outgrow things almost before you get into them.” The old 
polysomnography lab was moved from the Fulford Building into the new 

Simon Building. The new polysomnography lab had five sleep study 
areas that provided a more realistic clinical environment for students. In 
addition, the Simon Building also housed four nursing labs and room for 
radiation therapy students to use a new simulator to have their first hands-
on training on campus.
 On December 10, 2010 ground was broken across Reedy Branch 
Road for the new Charles Russell academic classroom facility, 
Construction and Industrial Technology building, and facility services 
complex estimated to increase office and classroom space by 20 percent 
by 2012.
 In late 2010, Pitt Community College stood at the threshold of its 
50th Anniversary as a thriving, ever-changing entity full of both promise 
and purpose. In 2010, Pitt Community College was most certainly one 
of this community’s most valuable resources, providing higher education 
programs, job retraining, and a crucial link between secondary schools and 
a university environment. 
 Under the leadership of Dr. G. Dennis Massey, and guided by an 
exemplary Board of Trustees, and dedicated and competent faculty 
and staff, the college since 2003 developed two facility master-
plans, a strategic plan, expanded its curriculum and non-curriculum 

a two hour “Economic Summit” in the Fulford Building. The meeting 
focused on the specific strategies and tactics available to business owners 
to succeed in the challenging economic environment. A panel of business 
leaders provided an overview of what trends they were seeing in real 
estate, building, and restaurants.
 In May 2009, as Gov. Beverly Perdue and the General Assembly 
struggled to close a budget hole in the 2008-09 fiscal year budget 
estimated at $3.3 billion dollars, concern was focused on the budget year 
that started on July 1. With revenue cuts claiming 10 percent of PCC’s 
budget for that fiscal year, plans for growth were in doubt and the school 
faced a deeper lack of resources. By July, PCC had to send notices to more 
than 600 high school students who were planning to take college transfer 
courses the next year that 27 courses previously offered were cancelled. 
Then in August, less than a month after finding out that PCC would 
receive $34.65 million dollars from the state allotment, PCC was asked 
to send back 5 percent in preparation for potential state revenue shortfalls 
and set aside 1 percent for possible reversion.
 In July 2009, PCC was named as one of 11 exceptional colleges in 
the state based on a report released by the Community College System. 
The annual Critical Success Factors Accountability Report was based 
on the data measured by the NC Community College System for the 
2007-08 academic year. It measured success in college readiness, work 
force preparation, and college transfer work. The honor usually brought a 
monetary reward from the Community College System carry-over funds, 
but due to budgetary cuts the honor was the only reward.

 At the regular PCC Board of Trustees meeting in October 2009, the 
officials approved a new facility master plan that would guide campus 
growth for the next 10 years. The plan’s seven phases called for more 
than 382,000 square feet in construction, additions and renovations for the 
College at a projected cost of about $60.3 million. Its $11.8 million first 
phase included a new 50,000 square-foot academic classroom building 
and more than 8,000 square feet in renovations. The second phase, priced 
at $14.1 million, included a 56,000 square-foot science building, 11,400 
square-foot child development center and an addition to the Everett 
Building. The third phase consisted of additions to the Goess Student 
Center and Warren Building at a cost of $5.9 million. The fourth, fifth and 
sixth phases, called for construction costing $9.6 million, $5.6 million 
and $13 million respectively. The seventh phase would expand the public 
safety training facility. The master plan also laid out recommendations for 
parking, bicycling lanes, and signage. The Trustees noted that none of the 
ongoing or proposed building projects would be possible if it were not for 
the quarter-cent sales tax referendum passed in 2007.
 In March 2010, PCC officials went to the Pitt County Commissioners 
seeking an increase in county funding. The budget request to the Pitt 
County Board of Commissioners was $500,000 more than the previous 
year to fund maintenance, energy expenses, and deferred repairs. Funding 
was also included for the operation of the new Herman Simon Building 
on campus and the renovation of the masonry lab. The increased request 
came at a time of unprecedented growth at PCC with enrollment jumping 
to 15,472 students, a 10 percent increase from 2008 to 2009.  

The long-awaited Herman Simon Building was dedicated on August 6, 2010. The facility provides an additional 
34,000 square feet to the Health Sciences facility

Herman Simon speaks at the dedication for the 
health sciences building named in his honor.

The groundbreaking for three new buildings on the PCC campus took place on December 10, 2010. Participating in the ceremony were (l to r):  Kelly Barnhill, Jr., Gary 
Evans, Kenneth Ross, Randy Collier, Walter Williams, Paul Davenport III, Raymond Reddrick, Dr. Charles Russell, Susanne Sartelle, Jimmy Garris, Tom Johnson, and 
Dr. G. Dennis Massey. The buildings to be constructed include the Charles Russell academic classroom facility, a Construction and Industrial Technology building, and 
a facility services complex.
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Chinese higher education. The school offers curriculum programs ranging 
from engineering technologies to graphic arts. In 2010, accompanied by 
bilingual associate instructors, PCC instructors began teaching a degree 
program in Mechanical Engineering Technology at WXIT.  “It’s been 
adventurous, challenging, and, at times, frustrating, but this is by far 
my best teaching gig yet,” said Sue Jefferson, the first PCC instructor to 
teach on the WXIT campus. In addition to the shared degree program, 
there have been several student, staff and faculty exchanges to learn 
about each other’s culture and educational system. PCC students have 
also been active in the partnership with WXIT. The students sent WXIT’s 
student body a copy of the “Peace Pole,” which sits in front of the Vernon 
E. White Building, as a gift representing their commitment to peace 
and cooperation. It is interesting to note that WXIT held its Peace Pole 
dedication in conjunction with its own 50th Anniversary celebration.  
In the words of Andre Gregory, PCC’s Coordinator of International 
Programs, “Not only do we have professional colleagues in China, we 
have made lifelong friends, and we’ve all gained new and valuable 
perspectives.” 
 It is gratifying to think that the philosophy and wisdom of Robert Lee 
Humber, the “Father of Pitt Community College,” still lives on somehow, 
like a ribbon through the years. 
He would be proud of how 
his concept of educational 
opportunity for the many that 
could not afford a four-year 
college, or did not have the time 
to devote to full-time education 
had grown beyond everyone’s 
expectations. He would be 
proud of the students from 
all walks of life for their hard 
work, their patriotism, their 
citizenship. He would also be 
proud of the “can do” approach 
of the faculty and staff who 
contribute daily to the vitality 
of our county and region. And 
then he would say, “What’s 
next?”

 It is hoped that this history of Pitt Community College will show how 
fortunate this community is in having such a valuable resource to meet the 
aspirations and challenges of the next generation of college students. 

programs, increased its enrollment, increased its number of faculty and 
staff employees, offered instruction in centers located throughout the 
community, and implemented a professional development plan and 
leadership institute. The school added 130 new sections of courses taught, 
15 faculty positions and seven staff positions since 2009 alone. 
 PCC continued to experience double-digit enrollment increases in 
almost every term since the fall of 2008. Nearly 4,000 students were 
enrolled in the summer of 2010 at PCC, an all-time high, and about 8,600 
students, a nearly 13 percent increase from the previous year, were taking 
curriculum classes in the fall of 2010. And, this was not a final total and 
did not include East Carolina University students who were taking PCC 
classes, concurrent enrollment students, or basic law enforcement training 
students. 
 As for the spring semesters, enrollment at Pitt has climbed each 
spring since 2007, when 5,908 students signed up for classes; 6,134 
in spring 2008; 7,099 in 2009, and 7,878 in 2010 and 8482 in 2011. In 
spring 2011, the student population was made up of 4866 women and 
3616 men.  According to Joanne Ceres, PCC’s Director of Enrollment 
Management and Registrar, 8,402 students had signed up for spring 2011 
classes. According to Ceres, more and more PCC students were using the 
web to sign up for their courses. She said 3,814 enrolled online during 
priority registration spring 2011 semester, up from 2,896 the year before. 
In 2010, 727 students took all computer courses and 2719 students took a 
mixture of traditional and virtual classes. In the spring 2011, 1025 students 
were taking all computer courses, and 3329 students took a mixture of 
traditional and virtual classes. PCC classrooms 
were at 84 percent capacity in terms of the 
number of available seats for students.  PCC was 
ranked last among community colleges in the 
state in terms of classroom space per student. 
A total of 3,719 students were awarded Pell 
grants in spring 2011 compared to 2,844 the year 
before, and 53 percent of students are receiving 
some type of financial aid. 
 “We’re trying to meet the needs of 
our region and be an engine of workforce 
development,” Dennis Massey, president of PCC, 
said. “People are realizing more and more that 
we offer quality instruction, are closer to home 
and cost effective.” He also warned the faculty 
and staff, though, that as the number of students 
taking classes increases, they “must be mindful 
to continue to balance access with quality.”
 Pitt Community College has demonstrated 
from its beginning its commitment to extending 
learning beyond the campus. By incorporating 
community programs, Pitt Community College 
has also given its students a way to become 
involved with their local community. Through 
what is called Service Learning, a teaching and 
learning strategy, PCC integrates meaningful 

community service with instruction and reflection to enrich the learning 
experience, teach civic responsibility, and strengthen the community. 
PCC students are involved in numerous service projects and programs 
like the Bernstein Health Care Center, the College Outreach Program, 
the Intergenerational Center and the Preschool Laboratory which provide 
valuable assistance to the Greenville and Pitt County area. Student clubs 
and organizations are continually participating in local service projects by 
either giving of their time or raising funds to donate to their cause.
 Pitt Community College has also opened a wider access to 
learning through its Distance Education Programs through the Office of 
Instructional Technology and Distance Education. Developed originally 
by Bob Waddell, former Executive Vice-President of Academics, Distance 
Education now ranges as far as the internet can be reached. The programs 
offered by PCC included a wide range of highly interactive courses that 
could be taken entirely over the Internet. All of the courses included expert 
instructors, many of whom were nationally known authors.  PCC also 
began a program called “PCC Abroad” where students could tie college 
courses with international travel and earn college credits.
 Through its Distance Education Programs, PCC faculty and staff 
visited China, Japan, New Zealand and Australia, Romania, and South 
Korea in 2006-07.  Pitt Community College has also positioned itself 
on the international stage of education having created a partnership in 
2007 with Wuxi Institute of Technology (WXIT) in Wuxi, China. The 
Wuxi Institute of Technology is one of China’s few “National Model 
Colleges” and is recognized by the Chinese Ministry as a leader in 

The 2010 President’s Leadership Team includes (Front Row, l to r):  Susan Nobles, VP of Institutional 
Advancement; Pamela Hilbert, VP of Academic Affairs; Susan Everett, VP of Administrative Services. 
(Back Row):  Brian Miller, Assistant to the President and Director of Institutional Effectiveness; Larry Dendy, 
Assistant VP of Planning and Research: and Donald Spell, VP of Student Development.

In early 2011, construction 
continued on three new buildings 
on campus. From top to bottom 
they are (top) The Facility Services 
Complex, (middle) The Automotive/
Carpentry Building, and (bottom) 
The Charles E. Russell Academic 
Classroom Building.
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March 1961
The Pitt County Industrial Education Center (IEC) was established by 
issuance of a charter by the North Carolina State Board of Education.

October 1961
Architects, Dudley & Shoe, were selected to design the new training 
center.

May 1962
Lloyd F. Spaulding was named Director of the Pitt IEC.

April 1963 
Groundbreaking ceremonies were held for the new Industrial Education 
Center (IEC). The four main speakers were Sen. Robert Lee Humber, Rep. 
W. A. Forbes, Mr. Joseph S. Moye, Chairman of the Pitt County Board of 
Education, and Superintendent D. H. Conley of Pitt County Schools. 

November 1963
Pitt IEC began offering special courses for farmers in brick masonry, basic 
carpentry and cabinet making in order to teach them skills to supplement 
their farm incomes. The 185 hour course ran for three hours a day and 
tuition was $15.00.

1963
Pitt IEC began offering Tobacco Auctioneering and Tobacco Ticket 
Marking courses. After taking the courses, seven of the students promptly 
signed contracts for work in that trade.

February 1964 
Pitt County Senator Robert Lee Humber became the first Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of the Pitt Industrial Education Center. 

March 1964 
The administration of the Pitt Industrial Education Center was transferred 
from the Pitt County Board of Education to the Board of Trustees of the 
Pitt Industrial Education Center.
 
March 1964
In cooperation with the NC Department of Agriculture’s grain section 
of the markets division, the Pitt IEC offered an unusual course on 
modern trade procedures on the grain market. The course specifically 
for grain handlers and dealers in eastern NC dealt with hedging grain on 
the commodity futures exchange. The course was taught by Donald E. 
Walston, account executive with the Wilson office of the brokerage firm of 
Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, Fenner and Smith. Some 29 students attended the 
once-a-week night class coming from as far away as Pantego, NC.

July 1964
The State Board of Education officially approved the elevation of Pitt 
Industrial Education Center to the status of technical institute. The name 
was changed to “Pitt Technical Institute.” 

September 1964 
Pitt Technical Institute (PTI) officially opened the doors of its first 
building on campus on September 10 with 155 students enrolled in 
curriculum programs, with 10 technical and vocational programs offered. 
The school was not accredited by any agency, offered their first evening 
program and only had 10 full-time instructors. There were eight non-
instructional staff employed, and  facilities totaled 33, 441 square feet with 
no paved or graveled parking.

September 1964
The PTI Library opened with Mrs. Jane Smith as first librarian. In 1966, 
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the library utilized nearly $10,000 to purchase about 530 volumes and an 
additional $5,000 in federal funds was awarded to the library to purchase 
more books and audio-visual materials. 

September 1964
The Office of Economic Opportunity Programs, in conjunction with the 
NC Fund, held a regional working Anti-Poverty Conference at PTI. Dr. 
James White of East Carolina College, the coordinator for the state’s War 
on Poverty, led the conference. The two-day program was attended by 
representatives from 20 eastern North Carolina counties.

October 1964  
On October 1, 1964, William E. Fulford replaced Lloyd F. Spaulding as 
President of Pitt Technical Institute. 

November 1964  
Pitt Technical Institute became the third school in the United States to 
offer a program in Farriering. 

January 1965 
An Adult Basic Education Program was implemented under the Economic 
Opportunity Act. 

March 1965
PTI started a course on “Creative Thinking” for the staff and faculty of the 
school. The course was taught by Dr. Clinton Pruitt of the East Carolina 
College Psychology Department. The eight-week course met from 4-6 
p.m. every Thursday night.

May 1965
PTI began offering two more Tobacco Auctioneering and Tobacco Ticket 
Marking courses. The cost of each course was $8.00 and Ray Oglesby 
instructed the Tobacco Auctioneering and Julian Edwards instructed the 
Tobacco Ticket Marking course.

August 1965 
The first graduation ceremony for Pitt Technical Institute was held in the 
Winterville High School Auditorium. Forty-nine graduates received their 
diplomas. 

September 1965
PTI began offering a class in dactylology (Sign Language). The teacher 
was Robert Hoover, an instructor at the Wilson School for the Deaf. The 
class met twice weekly during a 12-week period. There were two groups 
with about 15 students in each group.

September 1965
PTI presented 16 certificates to its first Homemakers Training Class for 
black housewives. The 16-week course covered 640 hours of instruction 
by Mrs. W. L. Johnson, Jr. of Greenville.

December 1965
The first PTI Christmas Dance for students and staff was held at the Elm 
Street Park Recreation Center in Greenville on December 18.

1965
The SGA put out the first Student Annual called “The Tarheel Technician,” 
which changed names in 1968 to the “Techno,” and in 1972 to “The 
Tarheel Techno.”

January 1966
PTI was awarded $18,865 for a NC Manpower Development and Training 
Act Project. The project offered 17 weeks of training for 20 trainees to 
become homemakers.

April 1966  
A new course in Industrial Fire Protection was held at the Greenville Plant 
of Union Carbide. The course was the first of its nature to be offered by 
any technical institute or community college in North Carolina. 

May 1966  
The first associate degrees were awarded at graduation held in the lobby of 
the Administration Building. Dr. Leo Jenkins was the speaker.

June 1966
PTI in cooperation with Roy H. Parks Broadcasting, Inc. conducted its 
first 8-week course in Practical Broadcasting. Instructors were members 

of the Engineering Department of WNCT television and the Electronics 
Department of PTI.

June 1966
PTI inaugurated another first in the field of Industrial Education when they 
offered a short course for Sawmill Carriage Maintenance Engineers. Fifty 
lumbermen from throughout eastern North Carolina and executives from 
the largest lumber operations in the Southeastern United States attended.

July 1966
PTI held a five day workshop for Agricultural Teachers at the Fountain 
campus of PTI. The 32 hour course was inaugurated for the purpose of 
bringing in Agricultural Teachers from eastern North Carolina to acquaint 
them with new materials, methods and equipment in the agricultural fields. 

William H. Howell
 A native of Pikeville, NC, Howell 
attended Middlesex schools. He received his 
bachelor’s degrees from both Wake Forest 
University and NC State University and his 
master’s (Honors) degree from NC State 
University. He also completed work towards 
his doctorate at NC State University.
 Howell taught agriculture in the 
Greene County school system for 16 years. 

During WWII, he served five and a half years in the Army, achieving the 
rank of Major before his discharge.
 He was the third person employed by PCC, joining the institution 

in 1963 when it was known as Pitt Industrial Education Center. Prior 
to becoming Dean of Fiscal Affairs in 1966, Howell was director of 
extension and served as the acting president of PCC in 1965-66 while 
President Fulford was on leave of absence pursuing his doctorate at Duke 
University. He retired from PCC January 1, 1984.
 During his educational career, Howell was elected president of the 
NC Association of Community Colleges Business Officials in 1980. He 
was a charter member and executive committee member of ACCBO. He 
was active in the NCAE, serving as district president and board member 
on the state level. He is also a past president of the NC Vo-Ag Teachers 
Association.
 Howell was active in the Brooks Frizzelle United Methodist 
Church, serving as chairman of the church board and Sunday-school 
superintendent. He lived in Maury, NC, with wife Mary.

       A native of Bailey, NC, Finch 
earned his A.B. and M.A. Degrees from 
East Carolina University and did post-
graduate work at NC State University. 
He served in the Korean War and when 
he got out of the military, he earned his 
teacher’s certificate. He taught school 
at Chicod, Pitt County, for three years 
and Ayden High School for six years 
and served as principal at Pactolus 
Elementary School for two years before 
joining the Pitt Tech staff on July 1, 
1964. He served as Assistant Dean of 
Instruction and in several other staff 
capacities.

 Finch was a member of the Winterville Missionary Baptist Church 
where he served as deacon, Sunday-school teacher, and chairman of the 
youth committee. He was also brotherhood director for the South Roanoke 
Baptist Association and missionary study course teacher in the association. 
He was also the first secretary and treasurer of a new Christian television 
station, WXIV, formed in Greenville in December 1983.
 Finch was very active in the Pitt United Fund drives for many years, 
and in 1976 he headed the Pitt Technical Institute Division of the Pitt 
United Fund drive.
 Finch retired on October 31, 1987, after serving 23 years at Pitt 
Community College. He married the former Evelyn Hodges of Winterville, 
NC and had one child. Finch and his wife live in Georgia and visit PCC 
when they return to Winterville. In an interview, Finch recalled great 
memories of PCC including pulling students’ cars out of the mud, working 
in classes in northeastern NC, and developing class schedules.

Tobacco auctioneering and ticket marking students stage a mock sale in a 
Greenville warehouse. Ray Oglesby (left foreground), nationally known auctioneer, 
taught the auctioneering class.

Automotive Mechanics - Williamston, 1965.

Willard C. Finch
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July 1966 
The Board of Trustees approved the establishment of a learning laboratory 
for the school which opened in September. This was the first such 
laboratory to be established by any school east of Durham, NC. There 
were 75 subjects available through the Learning Laboratory.

August 1966
W. H. Howell, who served as acting president of PTI during Mr. Fulford’s 
leave for doctorate study, presented the Board of Trustees a designer’s 
sketch of a commemorative plaque which would be placed in the lobby of 
the Administrative Building in the near future. The Trustees approved the 
design. Also a copy of the new topographical map of the campus which 
had recently been completed was exhibited to the trustees. The new map 
was prepared for the architects who were in the progress of completing a 
long range study of the campus.

September 1966
PTI in conjunction with Pitt Memorial Hospital began a Surgical 
Technician Trainee Program at Pitt Memorial Hospital. The six month 
program required 1040 hours of training, which included 780 hours 
of lecture sessions. Miss Shelby Hinton of the Pitt Memorial staff was 
instructor. The course was free except for books, uniforms and other minor 
expenses.

September 1966
Pitt Technical Institute was selected as one of the two technical institutes 
in the state to initiate a new two-year training program for architectural 
draftsmen. The course began with 26 students and the program served as a 
national pilot program for the American Institute of Architects.

November 1966 
A proposed master plan for the 64-acre campus was presented to the Board 
of Trustees by the architectural firm of Leslie N. Boney and Associates of 
Wilmington. 

March 1967
The first five Operating Room Assistants graduated and after the 
graduation exercises, they were given a reception in the foyer of the 
Administration Building. Receiving diplomas and pins were Brenda Gray 
of Stokes, NC, Mrs. Lucille Guilford of Greenville, Barbara Harris of 
Greenville, Mrs. Alice Manning of Greenville and Nancy Hobgood of 
Farmville, NC. Miss Shelby Hinton was the instructor, and she pinned 
each graduate.

April 1967 
The institution held its first formal open house. Over 4,500 visitors 
attended. 

July 1967 
Thanks to the initiative of Katheryn Lewis, a future Board of Trustees 
member, Pitt County Board of Education agreed to award diplomas to 
students who were ineligible to enroll in and complete public school 
education provided they had completed sufficient courses at Pitt Tech as 
evidenced by standard tests. 

September 1967
Pitt Technical Institute became the first school in North Carolina to offer 
a program in Agricultural Chemicals Technology. Taught by Edgar L. 
Boyd, agricultural chemicals instructor, the students had use of a small 
experimental farm adjoining the campus and a greenhouse on campus.

Washington Nursing Class, 1966.

Agricultural Chemicals Technology Class, 1968.

George S. McRorie

       A native of Rutherfordton, NC, 
McRorie attended Wake Forest 
University and Appalachian State 
Teachers College and received his 
M.A. Degree from East Carolina 
College in 1949. He completed 
post-graduate work at UNC-Chapel 
Hill, NC State University, and 
Florida State. He began teaching at 
Jefferson, NC, in 1938. He joined 
the US Army in 1942 and served 

four years in WWII, two of which were in the European theater in the 
airborne glider troops. 
 McRorie returned to North Carolina in 1946 and taught at 
various schools prior to coming to Greenville in 1958 to teach senior 
English at Rose High School and serving as assistant principal. He 
joined the Pitt Tech staff in July 1964 as an English teacher and 
guidance counselor, and in January 1965 became Director of Student 
Personnel, which was later called Dean of Student Affairs. The 1966 
PTI Student Annual was dedicated to him. 
 After spending 40 years in education, McRorie retired in the 
Fall of 1978. He delivered the commencement address on August 
24, 1978, to the largest graduating class in the history of Pitt Tech.  
The school gave him a retirement dinner in the student lounge where 
he was presented with a small plaque of appreciation, a watercolor 
portrait, and an oil portrait that would be hung in the lobby of the 
Administration Building. The gazebo area next to the Vernon White 
Building was named McRorie Court in his honor.
 McRorie was a director of the NC School Boards Association, a 
member of the North Carolina Association of Educators, a member 
of the National Education Association, and other professional 
educational associations. He was a member and former chairman 
of the Martin County Board of Education. He was a member of the 
Robersonville United Methodist Church where he taught the adult 
Sunday-school for over 25 years.
 McRorie was married to the former Bernice Roberson of 
Robersonville, NC, and they had three children.

Joseph E. Downing

       A native of Wilson, NC, Joseph 
Downing was a graduate of NC 
State University and did doctoral 
work at NC State University and 
UNC-Chapel Hill. He served in the 
8th Air Force during World War II 
and was a flight crew member on 
a B-24 bomber and returned from 
thirty-one combat missions. 
       He had been employed with 
Harnett County Schools for 12 

years as an agricultural teacher prior to coming to Pitt Tech in 
1964 as director and instructor for the Agricultural Technology and 
Biological Science program. He served as Extension Director for 
seven years before being named in 1972 as Director of Faculty after 
the retirement of John Guy. Downing was employed at Pitt Tech 
for 22 years. The annual award of Faculty Excellence is named for 
Downing.
 He was a member of the American National Vocational 
Association and the North Carolina Association of Community 
College Instructional Administrators. He was active in the Pitt 
County Democratic Party and the NC Democratic Party. He was a 
member of Oakmont Baptist Church in Greenville, NC and served as 
a deacon.
 Downing married the former Louise Brooks and had two 
daughters and a son.

October 1967
A new Community College Division of the Northeast District North 
Carolina Educational Association was organized in Rocky Mount, NC. 
Three Pitt Technical Institute staff members – J. M. Whitehurst, president, 
Faye Bowen, vice-president, and George S. McRorie, secretary – were 
elected first officers to serve two year terms.

November 1967
Pitt Technical Institute began a program of specialized training in the 
hospitality industry. The curriculum included courses in Professional Food 
Service for waiters, waitresses, hostesses and management trainees.

December 1967
The Board of Trustees unanimously accepted a master plan of Pitt 
Technical Institute’s Campus of the Future, as prepared by the 
architectural firm of Leslie N. Boney of Wilmington, NC. Immediately 
following this action the Board employed Dudley & Shoe, architects 
of Greenville, NC to proceed immediately to prepare plans for a new 
“General Classroom and Laboratory Building.” The master plan was 
required by the Community College system and other state and federal 

PTI also set up a training program to help the Bertie Industries, Inc., a 
garment manufacturing company in Windsor, NC.

July 1966
At the request of five area industrial firms, a Methods, Time and 
Measurement Appreciation Course was established at PTI, the first of its 
kind to be taught in eastern North Carolina. The 22-hour course was taught 
by I. B. Turner, an industrial engineer of Westinghouse Electric’s Raleigh 
Division.
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agencies before certain funds could be allocated for future construction 
on the campus. The master plan encompassed 67 acres with five academic 
buildings, heating plant, library, student center, learning center, shops, 
faculty office building, science building, auditorium, School of Business 
building, cafeteria, semi-skilled student complex, physical education 
building and additions to the administration building. Humber pointed out 
that the Trustees would use the master plan as a guide for planning future 
growth.

February 1968
Pitt Technical Institute began an evening course of Adult Basic Education. 
Adult Basic Education was to enable men and women 18 years and older 
not currently enrolled in public school, to learn the basic skill of reading, 
writing, English grammar, arithmetic, social studies and science. The 
individual does classwork that meets his or her needs ranging from a 
non-reading level through an eighth grade level. The expense of teaching, 
books, and materials was provided free of charge.

February 1968
The Learning Lab at Pitt Technical Institute was approved by the Veterans 
Administration to provide educational assistance for veterans who served 
on active duty with the Armed Forces after January 31, 1955, and who 
were discharged or released under conditions other than dishonorable.

April 1968
Pitt Technical Institute arranged a series of five evening meetings to 
discuss with growers and users of pesticides the proper use of herbicides 
and insecticides to control pests and weeds in tobacco, corn, soybeans, 
and peanut fields. The five meetings were held on Tuesday and Thursday 
nights on the second floor of the Pitt County Court House annex.

June 1968
Pitt Technical Institute began its summer session of curriculum courses 
by offering such courses as Oral Communication, Introduction to Data 
Processing, Technical Report Writing, Accounting, Typewriting, Business 

Math, Shorthand, Office Machines, Applied Psychology, and Personality 
Development.

June 1968
On June 3, the Board of Trustees of Pitt Technical Institute voted to 
request Community College status from the NC State Board of Education. 
The State Board of Education approved their request on June 6 with 
several provisions. The request had to be approved by the governor and 
the NC Advisory Budget Commission. It was also subject to meeting any 
requirements of law for the required local financial support.

1968
The Pitt Technical Institute began offering art classes with the first class 
being Commercial Art and Advertising Design technology. Through 
Continuing Education, they then offered a 12-week painting and drawing 

course which became so popular it had to be split into four separate 
classes. Art instructors, Peter and Gwen Jones, taught two evening classes 
at Rose High School and the Winterville High School. Later Cleveland 
Vines taught an art class at Grifton. After this group finished their first 
12 weeks they wanted a more advanced course, and Gwen Jones taught a 
more advanced course at the Winterville High School in 1969.

September 1968 
The first off-campus learning center was 
established in Farmville, NC. 

September 1968 
On September 16, 1968, groundbreaking 
ceremonies were held for a new 31,500 
square-foot classroom laboratory building 
(Humber Building).

September 1968
During the Fall meeting of the Pitt Technical 
Institute Board of Trustees, George Shoe, 
of the firm Dudley & Shoe, Architects, 
presented architects sketches for the addition 
of a student Activity Center to the present 
Administrative and Classroom Building. 
President William E. Fulford, Jr. presented 
biographical briefs of ten new faculty 
members, including: John S. Fletcher, II, 
Law Enforcement; Eugene Carroll Fleming, 
Business; Mack Carlton Stocks, Business; 
Lloyd Franklin Huggins, Law Enforcement; 
Robert Marvin Turner, Drafting; Ann Stokes 
Castellow, English; Ted Dewin Englebrecht, 
Business; Euna Elaine Flippin, Business and Economics; Fannie Elizabeth 
Harris, Clerical Assistant to the Librarian; and James Samuel Arnett, 
Architectural Drafting.

October 1968
The instructors in the Auto Technology program began a new class for 
women who wished to learn the basic fundamentals of automobile care. 
The 20-hour course met on Tuesday and Thursday nights with instruction 
on the operation of an automobile and how to handle such emergencies as 
car stalling, overheating, and weak batteries.

December 1968
Pitt Technical Institute sponsored nine short 
courses designed for the person who wanted 
to acquire a limited knowledge of a new 
trade for personal use or part-time work. The 
courses were: Farm Tractor Maintenance, 
Automotive Wheel Alignment and Balancing, 
Basic Plumbing, Masonry, Electric Arc 
Welding, Residential Wiring, Fundamental 
Filing, Office Machines, and Cash Register 
Procedures. 

January 1969
Pitt Technical Institute offered three unique 
courses. In cooperation with the Educational 
Institute of the American Hotel-Motel 
Association, Pitt Technical Institute began 
offering a 20-hour course in Hotel and Motel 
Management. Pitt Technical Institute also 
offered courses in Tobacco Auctioneering and 
Tobacco Ticket Marking. The cost of each 
course was $8.00 and Ray Oglesby would 
instruct the Tobacco Auctioneering and Julian 
Edwards would instruct the Tobacco Ticket 
Marking course. A Sign Language Course 

was also offered. The first 30 hour course was free of charge and was 
taught by Lawrence Seeger, an instructor from the NC School for the Deaf 
in Wilson, NC.

Faye Bowen Weeks was one of the first Business Instructors, 1968

       James was a native of Williamston, 
NC. He received his B.S. and M.A. 
degrees from East Carolina College and 
studied further at NC State University 
in guidance and counseling. He taught 
at Jamesville High School from 1956 to 
1959 and then worked for five years as a 
guidance counselor in the Martin County 
Schools. 
 James came to Pitt Tech in 1964 as a 
guidance counselor and remained here 

until 1966. In September 1966, James was appointed coordinator of the 
new East Carolina College Community Service Project in a 16-county area 
of eastern North Carolina. The 12-month program was designed to help the 
unemployed in those 16 counties find jobs or opportunities for job training. 
He established an employment and job training Information Center on the 
campus of East Carolina College.
 James was past president of the Williamston Jaycees, a member of 
several professional and educational organizations and a member of the 
First Christian Church of Williamston. James married the former Elsie 
Hodges of Williamston. He died in March 1991.

 A native of Chocowinity, Beaufort 
County, Bright received his B.A. in Social 
Studies and Physical Education from 
East Carolina University in 1948.  He 
received his M. A. degree in Education 
Administration from East Carolina 
University in 1951 and received his 
Doctoral Degree in Education from NC 
State University in 1972.
 Bright worked as a teacher, coach 
and principal at Aurora School in Aurora, 

NC for five years. He moved to Grifton, NC in 1953 and was principal of 
Grifton High School for 11 years before joining the Pitt Technical Institute 

administrative staff in November 1964.
 He served as director of General Education until June 1969 when he 
was appointed Dean of Instruction. 
 He was active in local organizations, being a member of the Grifton 
Board of Commissioners, director of the Grifton Chamber of Commerce, 
vice-president of the Grifton Lions Club, and active in the Grifton Baptist 
Church. He also served on the Region Q, Mid-East Commission and on 
Region Q, Private Industry Council representing Pitt County.
 After retiring from Pitt Community College in October 1989, he 
operated a small family farm and has served on the Eastern Region 
Economic Development Board.
 Dr. Bright and his wife Hazel had three children.

Miss Alberta Manning (Moye) makes copies on the 
mimeograph machine.

Dr. Edward B. Bright

Furney K. James
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included orientation of the hospital, legal 
aspects of surgery, hospital and operating 
room policies, basic anatomy, care of 
equipment and principles of asepsis and 
sterilization.

July 1969
On July 1, 1969, the US navy notified 
Pitt Tech that its Architectural Drafting 
Technology Program was approved as a 
curriculum that qualifies eligible graduates 
of the program for enlistment with advanced 
rating. Any graduate of the course, upon 
enlistment, would receive a permanent 
grade E-4 and attend petty officer training 

for approximately five weeks at Gulfport, Mississippi. He would then be 
assigned to a duty station and perform the duties of a draftsman for the 
remainder of his 30-month active duty obligation.

July 1969 
The State Board of Education approved community college status for the 
Institute, and the NC General Assembly needed to appropriate the funds. 

September 1969
Pitt Technical Institute in 
cooperation with the Greenville 
Alcoholic Rehabilitation Center 
graduated its second class of 
Medical Attendant Training. 
The students completed a 
160-hour course of intensified 
instruction in medical training. 
The instructors were Dr. John 
Gambill, clinical director of 
the center, and Mrs. Dessie 
Lewis, head nurse, who gave 
instruction on alcoholism and 
nursing services. Psychological 
training was provided by Dr. 
Charles Moore and Dr. Charles 
Mitchell, both of the East 
Carolina University Psychology 
Department.

September 1969
Pitt Tech began the Electronic 
Data Processing-Business 
Program which by 1970 was 
the second largest in the state 
at the time. The program was 
headed by Mrs. H. M. McGrath, 

the only woman chairman of a computer programming curriculum in the 
NC Community College system. Others on the staff were Mrs. Maria 
Barraza, a part-time instructor, and Bobby Webb, Jim Land, Sam Stanley, 
specialists in computer languages from the Systems Design Services 
(SDS) in Rocky Mount, including the president of the company, David 
Brady.

November 1969 
The new classroom-laboratory building (Humber Building) was occupied. 

November 1969
Pitt Technical Institute in cooperation with the Pitt County Department 
of Parks and Recreation held a five day Needlecraft Festival at Pitt Tech. 
Courses were taught in Knitting and Rug Hooking, Crewel Embroidery, 
Canvas Embroidery and Needlework Framing. An open house display of 
the needlecraft created that week and public needlecraft brought to the 
festival was held on the last day.

December 1969 
A program was implemented to render special services for the 
disadvantaged and handicapped. 

December 1969 
The Southern Association of Colleges and Schools announced that Pitt 
Technical Institute had been accepted as a member of the Association and 
was fully accredited. 

January 1970 
Robert Lee Humber was re-elected Chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
the Institution. He had held the post since the Institute opened. 

April 1970
Pitt Technical Institute held an open house celebration on April 26 
celebrating the addition of their new library and classroom facilities.

April 1970
Bill McDonald, a black belt in Karate, 
taught a Karate class for women through 
Pitt Technical Institute.

May 1970
In a referendum held May 3, 1970, the 
voters of Pitt County rejected Pitt Tech’s 
bid to become a community college. A total 
of 4,562 votes were cast against the issue 
while 3,700 votes were cast in favor of 
community college status.

July 1970 
The library moved to a new facility on the 
third floor of the new classroom-laboratory 
building (the Humber Building). 

September 1970
The second building on campus, the new 
classroom-laboratory building (Robert 
Lee Humber Building) was completed, 
providing an additional 31,458 square feet 
to serve the citizens of Pitt County.

Ola L. Porter

     Porter is a native of 
Greenville, NC and a graduate 
of Grimesland High School. 
He spent 21 months in the US 
Army in 1953-54. He received 
his B.S. and M.S. Degrees 
from East Carolina University 
in Social Studies and School 
Administration and completed 
advanced studies at NC State 

University.  He had served as seventh grade teacher and Principal 
at Grimesland High School, Pitt County, Principal of Wheat 
Swamp School in Lenoir County, and was Principal of Bailey 
High School, Bailey, NC.
 Porter came to Pitt Tech in 1965 as Director of Adult Basic 
Education. Porter was named the new Extension Director in 1972. 
He retired from PCC in 1991 as Dean of Continuing Education. 

February 1969
Pitt Technical Institute worked in cooperation 
with Burroughs-Wellcome and Co., a national 
pharmaceutical company planning to come to 
Greenville, to offer courses to train 400 hourly 
wage workers and 120 salaried workers for 
employment. Pitt Tech was involved in pre-
hiring training and post hiring training with the 
new industry.

March 1969 
The Board of Trustees granted approval for the 
agricultural programs to use three acres of land 
for experimental purposes. 

1969
Pitt Tech opened two learning centers for adults in Greenville at Kearney 
Park and Meadowbrook Center. Sometimes called mini-labs, these 
centers helped adult students gain a basic education so that they could 
be employed. In October 1971, another learning center was opened in 
Moyewood Social Services Center.

July 1969
Pitt Technical Institute in cooperation with Pitt Memorial Hospital began 
a training program for operating room technicians and surgical assistants. 
The six-month course met eight hours daily, five days a week. The course 

New Library, 3rd floor, Humber Building, 1969.

Pitt County Memorial Hospital, 1969.
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September 1970
PTI began its Mental Health Technology Program, one of the first in the 
South. It was later renamed as the Human Services Technology Program.

September 1970 
A Remedial Education Program was implemented to assist academically 
disadvantaged students.

February 1971 
Senator Vernon White was elected Chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
the institution to succeed Robert Lee Humber who held the position until 
his death in November 1970. 

May 1971
The second annual PTI Speech Contest was held May 20, 1971, at Pitt 
Tech. Three finalists were chosen from a field of eight. Tom Britt, a mental 
health student won first place with “The Forest of Humanity.” The second 
and third places went to Fred Armstrong, an architectural drafting student, 
with “Unrest and Turmoil in the United States,” and Billy Mallory, a 
mental health student, with “Trash.”

June 1971
A Veterans Farm Cooperative Program was started on June 7, 1971, where 
veterans took agricultural science classes and were paid a subsistence 
stipend. The three year course, made up of 10 months of 12 hours 
instruction per week, permitted the veteran to receive the maximum 
allowance. The veteran enrolled full-time received an allowance of $141 
(no dependent); $165 (one dependent); and $190 (two dependents). An 
extra $10 per month was allowed for each additional dependent. At the end 
of the course a student could take the required related courses and receive 
an Associate in Applied Science Degree from Pitt Tech.

October 1971 
Work was begun on revamping the institutional program to the “teaching 
by objectives” approach. 

October 1971
During a brief ceremony at PTI on Oct. 1, 1971, the 1970-71 Student 
Government Association presented the library a collection of 137 perma-
bound books and nine magazines. These books, selected from a student 
survey, came from $300 of student activity fees and were for recreational 
reading. Mrs. Barbara Clark, librarian, stated the library would match each 
dollar in purchasing other reading materials.

November 1971
Mrs. Sheryl Allen became the first person to graduate from PTI in three 
curriculums at one time. She received an Associate in Applied Science 
degree in Executive, Legal and Medical Secretarial curriculum.

November 1971
Evangeline Grant of the “Together With Evangeline” program on TV 
Channel 9 visited PTI. In addition to visiting several classes, she had 
several informal contacts and lunch with students. Staff and faculty had 
informal group discussion with her at 3 p.m. in room 209.

1971
“The Pitt Players,’’ a PTI drama group, formed and put on their first 
production at the Methodist Student Center in Greenville. In October 
1972, they took up residence at the Ayden-Grifton High School and 
incorporated some Ayden-Grifton High School students within the group. 
In March 1973, they won a drama award in the District Play Festival at the 
College of the Albemarle in Elizabeth City, NC.

March 1972
Some of the interesting courses offered in March 1972 were 
an 18-hour course in Lingerie Making, Macramé, Carpentry 
and Cabinet Making, the Art of Rug Making, and a 33-hour 
course in Basic Camera Techniques.

March 1972
Pitt Tech, in cooperation with the Coast Guard Auxiliary, 
offered a 16-hour Basic Seaman’s Course for beginners. 
There was a fee of $2.00 for textbooks. Upon completion of 
the course, the individual could elect to take an examination, 
which if satisfactorily completed, would qualify them for 
membership in the Coast Guard Auxiliary.

April 1972
PTI offered a three-day course to provide training in using the 
“Ringleman Scale,” which is used to determine the density of 
air pollutants in smoke.

Dr. Edgar L. Boyd

       Boyd received his B.S. 
Degree, M.Ed. and Doctor of 
Education degrees from NC State 
University. He served 27 years as 
a commissioned officer in the US 
Army. He was a colonel in 1989, 
acting as deputy chief of staff for 
resource management with the 
120th US Army Reserve Command.
       Boyd worked with Union 
Carbide’s Agricultural Chemicals 

Research Division in Clayton, NC for a number of years before 
coming to PCC as an instructor and department head in training 
agricultural chemical technicians from 1967 to 1972. From 1972 
to 1975, he was Director of General Adult Education. From 1975 
to 1978, he served as Director of Occupational Extension. He then 
served as Dean of Students at PCC from 1978 to 1989. In 1989, 
Boyd was named as head of Student Services-Academic Division 
and later served as Executive Vice President of PCC. He was a leader 
in workforce development programs such as Tech Prep, Hard Skills, 
JobLink, and Welfare to Work, and an active proponent at the College 
of Total Quality Management, technical and vocational education 
and cooperative work experiences. He retired from PCC in 1999 
and at a retirement reception, Dr. Charles Russell, PCC’s President, 
announced the establishment of the Edgar Boyd Scholarship by the 
Boyd family.
 In July 2003 at a ceremony in the White Building, Boyd received 
the governor’s highest service award, the Order of the Long Leaf 
Pine, for his longtime service to the community. He held numerous 
professional and civic memberships. He was a member and elder 
of Mt. Pleasant Christian Church in Greenville and was a Master 
Mason.
 Boyd was married to the former Loretta Jean Woolard and had 
three children. He married Linda McLawhorn Windham in 1993 
several years after Loretta’s death. Dr. Boyd died in 2006. At the 
Veteran’s Day Salute at PCC in November 2007, PCC officials 
unveiled a plaque honoring Dr. Boyd and all veterans at the school.
 

John Guy

 John Guy’s career began in 1928 
as an employee of the Virginia 
School System. He came to Pitt 
County in 1937 and served as 
principal of Fountain High School 
until 1940. He then served as high 
school principal in Florida, as 
Dean of Men at Illinois Wesleyan 
University for four years, and as 
both district manager and assistant 
director with State Farm Insurance 

for 18 years.
 During his four-year tour of duty in the U.S. Navy, Guy served 
as officer-in-charge of the V-12 Program at Princeton University.
 Guy then returned to Greenville in 1968 to become Director of 
the Faculty at Pitt Technical Institute. He retired from Pitt Tech in 
June 1972.
 Guy was an active member of St. James Methodist Church, the 
Greenville Rotary Club and was a Mason and Shriner. He enjoyed 
golf and was active in Toastmasters Clubs for many years.

PCC Co-op Emergency Room Procedure, 1972.
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May 1972
On May 18, 1972, Pitt Tech had its all-school speech contest, readings, 
monologues; a pig picking picnic, and a softball game at 2:00, students 
vs. faculty. Classes ended at noon and the picnic took place from noon 
until 2:00. Music was provided by PTI students. Students not attending the 
speech contest could use the shuffle board, table tennis, horseshoe pitching 
and volleyball facilities.

July 1972 
A high school research project was conducted at the Institution. The 
Pre-Vocational Education project was the only one of its kind in North 
Carolina. 

July 1972
On July 19, the administration sent a memo to 
all instructors that military time would be used 
in completing time sheets. Military time was 
already being used on end-of-class reports.

September 1972 
Senator Vernon White was re-elected Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees of the Institution. 

September 1972
PTI, in cooperation with the NC Department 
of Air and Water Resources, began a new 
curriculum in Air and Water Technology to 
train students to fill positions as Air and Water 
Pollution Control technicians, sanitation 
aides, and waste water plant operators. Dean 
Painter, formerly chairman of Fayetteville 
Technical Institute’s Environmental Engineering 
Technology Department, was appointed 
chairman of this new department.

November 1972 
The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to 
name the new classroom-laboratory building the 
“Robert Lee Humber Building.” 

January 1973
PTI offered a 15-hour introductory course on basic astronomy. The class 
met on Wednesday nights from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. weekly for five weeks. 
There were classroom and observation sessions.

February 1973
Miss Jesse Rountree Moye presented PTI with a flagpole in honor of 
her father Jesse Rountree Moye, and in commemoration of the 200th 
anniversary of the American Revolution.

February 1973
On February 13, 1973, PTI hosted a group of 75 municipal and industrial 
employees for an all day workshop on solid waste disposal and  
sanitary landfills.

February 1973
The first full-time student operated newspaper appeared called “The 
Paladin Press.”  In conjunction with the establishment of the Paladin Press, 
six journalism classes were added to the Pitt Tech curriculum.

March 1973 
A skills lab was opened in the Business Department to provide 
individualized instruction.

April 1973
Pitt Tech along with the ECU Poetry Forum 
and the NC Arts Council sponsored poets Maria 
Ingram, James Applewhite, Anita Brehm and 
Douglas McReynolds in “An Evening With the 
Poets” on Tuesday evening, April 17, 1973 at the 
ECU Nursing School Auditorium.

April 1973
The Pitt Tech Foundation was created in April 
1973 to receive gifts and secure external 
resources for the College. The Foundation 
received gifts of cash, securities, deferred gifts, 
property, equipment and materials. These gifts 
were used to provide funds for scholarships, 
educational activities, and educational materials 
that would assist the students and/or enhance 
College services. 

May 1973
The Robert Lee Humber Building was dedicated 
at 2:30 p.m., Sunday, May 6, 1973. Dedication 
address was given by Lt. Gov. James B. Hunt, Jr. 
A portrait of Robert Lee Humber was unveiled 
by Master Robert Lee Humber III, his grandson.

May 1973
On May 10, 1973, the annual PTI Public Speaking Contest and picnic was 
held, sponsored by the English Department and the Student Government 
Association. The speech contest was conducted in Room 209 Humber 
Building and the picnic followed.

June 1973 
The Architectural Drafting Technology Department received a charter 
designating it as a student chapter of the American Institute of Architects. 
Pitt Technical Institute became the only technical institute in the 
Southeastern United States to gain the sanction of the A.I.A. in forming 

a student chapter. Pitt Tech was the first in the state to offer the two-year 
architectural drafting program, and served as a pilot program for other 
schools in the state.

October 1973
PTI began its Human Resources Development Program.

November 1973
Pitt Tech in cooperation with East Carolina University through the School 
of Home Economics and the University Division of Continuing Education, 
offered a new two-year curriculum in Food Service Management.

November 1973
The SGA sent a letter to the Board of Trustees requesting that an 
appropriate Pitt Tech sign be placed on the front of the campus. The Board 
approved directing the administration to develop suggestions, sizes, and 
cost for such a sign.

December 1973 
Accreditation was reaffirmed by the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools for a ten-year period. 

January 1974
There was a Veterans Meeting held on January 22, from 11 a.m. to 12 
p.m., to discuss the organization of a veterans club. Veterans were excused 
from classes to attend. A full-time Veteran’s Affairs Office was created and 
was located in the lobby of the Administration Building.

February 1974 
The Board of Trustees voted to employ Dudley and Shoe as architects for 
two additions to the present Administration Building. The two additions, 
estimated to cost $381,678, housed the Nursing Education and Data 
Processing Programs in one of the additions, and the other used for student 
services. 

February 1974
A model of the proposed Green Springs Park, designed and developed 
by the Architectural Drafting Department at PTI, was presented to the 
Greenville Recreation Department. The project was done as a civic 
contribution to the community.

February 1974
The long awaited video tape recorder with accessory equipment arrived. 
Faculty members who wished to use it had to make reservations with the 
Audiovisual Department.

February 1974
PTI sponsored a discussion group for the “Great Decisions Series,” 
a weekly Tuesday night meeting. Great Decisions was an educational 
program designed to give Americans an opportunity to become better 
informed and to learn more about US foreign policy. The program 

provided an informal way for citizens to both discuss and become 
involved in the democratic process. Topics covered were: The Year of 
Europe, President versus Congress, Soviet-American Detente, Cuba 
and Panama Canal Zone, the Energy Crisis, Israel and the Middle East 
Conflict, and the People’s Republic of China.

February 1974
At the PTI Board of Trustees meeting, a resolution of appreciation was 
unanimously adopted concerning Mrs. Elizabeth M. Dudley, who retired 
January 1, 1974, after 11 years of service as Secretary to the President 
and seven years as Secretary to the Board of Trustees. The adopted 
resolution stated that the “caliber of her work was surpassed only by her 
unfaltering dedication and loyalty to her superior, this Board and the entire 
Institution.”

1974
Decade of Progress report was given by Dr. William Fulford.

March 1974
PTI offered an 11-week course entitled “Research in Local History and 
Biography, Materials and Methods,” taught by Dr. Ralph Hardee Rives. 
This was not a course in Pitt County history, but one for people wanting 
to learn how to do research on some aspect of local history or genealogy. 
Some of the topics covered were: background, family records, the colonial 
and state records, NC military records, county records, church records, 
NC Archives, newspapers, guides, bibliographies, special collections and 
depositories.

April 1974
Three new ping-pong tables were purchased and were ready for play when 
students returned from their Easter vacation.

April 1974
PTI offered such courses as: a 42-hour Aviation Ground School, taught by 
Jim Hardee; a four-week course on motorcycle repair; a 30-hour course 

Air and Water Technology, 1972
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in small engine repair; a 42-hour course in real estate appraisal; a 24-hour 
course on basic weaving; a 12-hour course on basic first aid; a 30-hour 
course on cake decorating; and a 30-hour course in commercial printing.

May 1974
PTI offered its first May Day Symposium on the customs, culture, crops 
and creatures of Africa in the PTI auditorium. Paul Vandi, a native 
of Africa and first year Agricultural Business student at PTI, led the 
symposium. George Okine, also a native of Africa, assisted with the 
presentation. The symposium was organized by Ms. Jean Brown and 
was sponsored by the Agricultural Business Department and the Data 
Processing class of Oral Communications.

June 1974
PTI began its Industrial Technology Program.

July 1974
On July 29, PTI enjoyed its first watermelon seed spitting contest. In 
preparation for this rare occasion, Bill Dinkins sliced a dozen beautiful 
melons before hungry onlookers. Dinkins and Jim Young spit seeds 24 
and 24 1/2 feet respectively, and each won a melon. Maggie French was 
awarded a remaining half for her enthusiastic efforts to win a prize!

August 1974
Pitt Tech was awarded a grant of $88,215 by the NC Commission for the 
Blind. This amount was matched with $22,056 from Pitt Tech to provide 
an extensive educational program for blind and visually handicapped 
persons in Easter North Carolina. The program consisted of counseling, 
specialized technical and vocational instruction, and preparation of 
textbooks and other educational materials in braille. This program was 
the first of its kind in North Carolina, and it was hoped it would become 
a national model of technical and vocational education for visually 
handicapped persons.

August 1974
Summer graduation exercises for Practical Nurse Education and Operating 
Room Technicians was held on Monday, August 19, at eight o’clock in 
Jarvis Memorial Methodist Church. Seventeen students in Practical Nurse 
Education received their diplomas and three students in Operating Room 
Technicians received certificates. Other vocational graduates received 
their diplomas during an informal noon luncheon at Parker’s Restaurant 
on August 20. In Electrical Installation and Maintenance, there were nine 
graduates; Heating, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning, six graduates; 
Machinist Trade, two graduates; Mechanical Drafting, three graduates; and 
Teacher Assistant, two graduates.

August 1974
The Greenville Marine and Sport Center donated a 12-foot fiberglass boat 
to PTI for use in the Air and Water Resources Technology Program.

September 1974
Some of the interesting courses offered in September 1974 were a course 
on biblical history; a course on basic auto care; a ten-week course on state 
and federal taxes; a 14-hour course on securities and investments; an 18-
hour course on making Halloween and Thanksgiving decorations; and a 
30-hour class on decoupage. 

September 1974
A drama class was started at PTI, supervised by John Hutchens. Twelve 
students enrolled for Spring Quarter 1975.

October 1974
A double tennis court behind the Humber Building was built and opened 
along with an adjacent new outdoor grill. Two permanent type ping pong 
tables were constructed and finished in November.

December 1974 
A program was initiated for the blind in Computer Programming. Special 
equipment delivering the capability of computer print-outs in Braille made 
this possible. 

December 1974
The crowning of the first Miss PTI took place at the Paladin Homecoming 
game on December 11 in the Winterville gym, followed by a student 
Christmas Dance at the American Legion Hut.

January 1975
With the state’s approval, PTI put in a purchase order for an all white, air-
conditioned, Dodge mini-bus with the letters PTI on the side. The bus had 
a 15-person capacity and would arrive in March.

February 1975
PTI opened a new Adult Learning Center at the Newtown Community 
Building in Greenville. The center offered basic education courses 
in reading, writing, and math. Also offered were courses on personal 
development, consumer education and adult high school preparatory 
courses for the state GED.

March 1975
PTI offered a course entitled “Adult 
Growth and Parent Education,” 
or AGAPE, designed to enhance 
communication lines between parents 
and children in an attempt to “close” 
the generation gap. The class which was 
limited to 30 met at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Greenville.

1975
Since 1975, PTI and then PCC, offered 
courses on training emergency medical 
technicians. From 1975 to 1981, PCC 
had sponsored 124 classes in which 2,230 
persons had been trained.

May 1975
President William E. Fulford, Jr. told the 
graduating classes that a gold seal would 
be placed on their diplomas instead of 
the gold tassels usually given during the 
graduating ceremony.

June 1975
A new addition to the White Building, 
housing a student lounge, bookstore, and 
office space, was occupied. This addition 
also provided facilities for the Business 
Computer Programming curriculum. 
In recent years, the White Building has 
become the College’s Administrative 
Center.

September 1975
A Radiologic Technology Program was started at PTI, co-sponsored by 
Pitt Memorial Hospital.

December 1975
Pitt Tech occupied the six new classrooms in the new addition to the 
Administration Building and opened the new student and faculty lounges 
and snack bar.

December 1975
Miss Donna Barnhill, a graduate of Rose High School in Greenville and a 
second year student in the Pitt Tech Mental Health curriculum, was elected 
“Miss PTI.”

January 1976
The PTI Carpentry Curriculum Program began with 16 students. Mr. 

James Brooks, who had been teaching 
carpentry for PTI at the Maury 
Correctional Institution, was in charge of 
the curriculum.

January 1976
A candlelight initiation ceremony 
was held on January 11 for the 
Future Secretaries Association of Pitt 
Technical Institute. The local chapter 
of the National Secretaries Association 
sponsored the PTI organization. Students 
elected to office were Patricia Alligood, 
President; Sara Moseley, Vice President; 
Marion Joyner, Secretary; and Mary Jane 
Schlienz, Treasurer. Mrs. Joann B. Leith 
was advisor.

February 1976
Pitt Tech in co-sponsorship with the 
Bright Leaf Amateur Radio Club began 
teaching a basic course in licensing of 
amateur radio operators.

March 1976
The Board of Trustees approved 
construction of a new 24,000 square-foot 
classroom and shop building (Whichard 
Building).

April 1976
The Board of Trustees of PTI hosted the 
Pitt County Commissioners, school board 
chairmen, mayors, legislators and news 
media representatives to a pig-picking 

dinner on April 27 in Pitt Tech’s Student Lounge. The occasion, entitled 
“Progress Night,” enabled the Institute to present information concerning 
the progress made from 1964 to 1974 and its impact on Pitt County. 
Appearing on the program were Dr. Fulford, Dr. Bright, Mr. McRorie, Mr. 
Howell, Mr. Porter, and Board Chairman, Sen. Vernon E. White. All guests 
were presented with an anniversary publication, “Pitt Technical Institute – 
The First Decade.”

James R. Worsley, Oldest Student at PTI
Pitt Tech Times, February 1976

 Mr. James R. Worsley, is one of the most charming, 
interesting, and dignified students at PTI, not to mention 
the oldest. Mr. Worsley was born January 3, 1897 in 
Rocky Mount, NC. He once was a lawyer, a certified 
public accountant, and now at the age of 79, he is a student 
attending the Paralegal Program. 
 In 1925, he enrolled in a three year Law Enforcement 
Program at La Salle Extension University. Mr. Worsley 
practiced law from 1929 through 1954 in Greenville. He 
then became inactive and went into a C.P.A. business with 
his son. In 1972, Mr. Worsley sold his business to his son 
and decided to retire.
 Fishing on the Pamlico, playing the guitar, playing the 
piano, and being an active Democrat, just wasn’t enough 
for Mr. Worsley. He read about PTI in the newspaper and 
decided to refresh his knowledge, because “sitting around 
doing nothing makes you deteriorate, but if you keep active 
you keep your mind working.”
 Mr. Worsley said that basic laws haven’t varied 
much over the years, but the criminal laws have changed 
considerably. Mr. Worsley gives the Paralegal Department 
and his instructor, Mrs. Dickey, high recommendations and 
says that law is very fascinating and interesting. He plans 
to open a part-time law office in the downtown area upon 
finishing his courses.
 When asked what he thought of being the oldest 
student at PTI he replied,”I feel mighty young to be the 
oldest student out here!” 
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May 1976
The 7th Annual PTI Speech Contest was held on May 13, 1976. The event 
was videotaped in color for the first time, and Dr. Keats Sparrow was the 
first guest judge in the history of the contest.

Summer 1976
At the recommendation of Mrs. Ann Burks, instructors hired to teach in 
the summer High School Program at PTI that year were required to take 
a one-day crash course in maintaining discipline in the classroom. The 
course, which included riot control (tear gas and machine gun) and germ 
warfare, was conducted by Lloyd Huggins and Ken Morey. 

July 1976
The first class of 21 students from the second year of the Career-Option 
Nursing Education Program graduated and received the A.A.S. degree. 
The second class of 22 second year students graduated in August 1977. 
Approximately 75 percent of these graduates were employed at Pitt 
Memorial Hospital, while the others were employed by their hometown 
hospitals, private medical offices and nursing homes.

August 1976
The first graduates of Radiologic Technology received their degrees during 
formal exercises on August 27 in the Willis Building in Greenville, NC. 
Billy Ferguson, R. T., Regional Director, Region 9, American Society of 
Radiologic Technologists, was the guest speaker.

August 1976
Two new table-tennis tables were added to the student lounge for the use 
of all personnel.

November 1976
The President of the Student Body was added to the Board of Trustees as a 
non-voting member.

January 1977
Valerie Branch represented PTI in the Inaugural Parade for President 
Jimmy Carter. She rode on a beautiful float designed to emphasize higher 
education in North Carolina.

February 1977
Pitt Tech offered such courses as Flower Arranging, Microwave Cooking, 
Nurses’ Aide Training, and a real estate course entitled “How To Buy or 
Sell a Home.” The registration fee for these courses was only $5.00.

April 1977
PTI offered an Automotive Parts Counterman training program each 
Tuesday night at 7 p.m. in room 28. This was the first class of this type to 
be taught in eastern North Carolina.

June 1977
PTI received its first “Talking Computer” to help teach blind students. It 
was located in the mini-lab for the visually impaired.

June 1977
The first students of the Paralegal Program graduated.

August 1977
The visiting artist for 1977-78 was Carl Hunt who came to PTI in August 
1977. Carl played the banjo since he was seven years old and was playing 
for two radio shows every Saturday at the age of 13. He had worked 
professionally with Arthur Smith, A. and R. Promotions, and several 
different groups in Nashville, Tennessee. He played folk to classical 
music. The Visiting Artist Program was sponsored jointly by the NC Arts 
Council and the Department of Community Colleges. Its purpose was to 
offer to the community an educational and cultural experience through 
performing artists. From August 1977 to March 1978, Hunt had performed 
for over 9700 people in 118 concerts. Over 1000 people at nine concerts 
heard him perform in February alone.

August 1977
The Pitt County School Board in cooperation with Pitt Tech decided that 
students who completed their high school work at Pitt Tech should be 
issued diplomas from the high school he or she had attended before in 
their home community.

August 1977
The project of improving and expanding the auditorium in the Humber 
Building (room 209) was completed. A new sound system with sound 
column speakers was installed; studio lights with remote controls and 
carpeting and drapes improved the appearance and acoustics of the room.

September 1977
Clifton W. Everett became third Chairman of the Board of Trustees. The 
Board of Trustees approved the creation of four new programs and change 
of name of one other program. The new programs were Banking and 
Finance, Auto Body, Nurse Assistant, and Hospital Ward Secretary. The 
name of the Mental Health Technology curriculum was changed to Human 
Services Technology.

October 1977
Effective October 24, the PTI Chief of Security will report directly to the 
President’s office. Supervision of this position was assigned to Dr. Russell, 
Assistant to the President.

November 1977
A part of the old softball field on the back of the campus was rocked for 
a parking area for students and staff. When completed, it accommodated 
approximately 100 vehicles.

November 1977
New and modern offices were secured for the Veterans Affairs Officer, the 
Commission for the Blind, and the Student Council. These offices were 
moved to a trailer between the north wings of the administration building.

December 1977 
The second-year Architectural Drafting students were selected to make a 
large model of the proposed new North Carolina Art Museum designed by 
the internationally known architect Edward D. Stone. The class received 
class credit for the model which was exhibited in the lobby of the new 
building.

March 1978
Directive to administration and faculty... “the telephone located on the 
filing cabinet in the President’s outer office is a direct line to Raleigh. 
Please use this phone to call other schools who have a Raleigh line. All 

PTI Tenth Annual Speech Contest, 1979. Dr. Charles Russell is at far right.

Roy C. Lanier

       Roy Lanier is Department 
Chair of the PCC Welding 
Deptartment. A native of Snow 
Hill, NC, he is a graduate of 
South Greene High School and 
the welding program at Lenoir 
Community College. He also 
received an Associate Degree in 
Vocational Teaching at Lenoir 
Community College. He became 
an instructor of Welding at 
Lenoir Community College and 

worked at Burroughs-Wellcome in Greenville. Lanier served in the 
U.S. Marine Corps and was a member of the NC National Guard. 
Lanier joined PCC in 1978.
 Lanier was a member of the American Welding Society’s 
Northeast Carolina Section No.137, where he served as chairman 
and program chairman. He served on several professional 
committees at PCC, including the Educational Committee and as 
chairman of the Faculty Executive Committee.
 He married the former Nellie Grant and they had one son.
Lanier was named PCC Instructor of the Year for 1987-88. In 1990, 
he received the Howard E. Adkins Instructor Membership Award 
from the American Welding Society.
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calls should be restricted to five minutes and no long distance calls may 
be made on this telephone.”  The Raleigh telephone was removed to Mr. 
Howell’s outer office in August 1978.

May 1978
The NC Legislature authorized a local referendum on community college 
status.

August 1978
The visiting artist for 1978-79 was Walter Wilder, a lutenist and guitarist. 
Wilder, a native of Washington, DC, was educated at the Peabody 
Conservatory of Music in Baltimore, MD., Sophoches Papas (private 
study) in Washington, DC and Florida State University. He had taught 
guitar privately and at various educational institutions. He enjoyed playing 
for children and added playing the “ocarina,” a small four hole instrument 
about two inches long in the shape of a fish.

September 1978
The Maintenance Building was almost completed thanks to the students 
and instructors in Masonry, Carpentry, Heating, Refrigeration and 
Air Conditioning, Electrical Installation and Maintenance, and the 
Maintenance staff. The Maintenance Department had already moved 
into the new facility. The Graphic Arts Department moved into the space 
formerly occupied by the Maintenance Department and the old Graphic 
Arts space was used as a classroom.

September 1978
The Hospital Ward Secretary program was started at PCC.

November 1978
A local referendum held on November 2 requesting community college 
status was passed by the voters of Pitt County.

June 1979
The North Carolina General Assembly enacted legislation re-naming 
the institution “Pitt Community College.” This act broadened the scope 
of progress at the school by adding two years of college transfer credit 
to the vocational and technical curricula already in existence. In July 
1979, the Board of Trustees voted to change the institution’s name to Pitt 
Community College.

September 1979
Pitt Community College began a new two-year Energy Technology 
program. The program emphasized energy management for home, 
business and industry, and conservation. There were additional 
experiences provided in solar energy and other alternative energy sources.

January 1980
PCC Auto Mechanics students installed a dual carburetor system that used 
propane gas on one of the college vehicles. The conversion would save the 
College a substantial sum annually.

January 1980
PCC got a $10,000 grant from the US Department of Energy to build an 
alcohol distillery that would serve as a working model for farmers and 
students. The still was built in January and was capable of producing about 
40 gallons of 190-proof alcohol daily from about 200 gallons of corn 
mash. The ethanol alcohol, used in “Gasahol,” was used as a renewable 
energy source to run farm equipment. In March 1980, the Governor’s 
Advisory Committee on Agriculture, Forestry and Seafood Industry, came 
to PCC to observe the new ethanol still in action.

March 1980
PCC hosted an eight-hour workshop covering the manufacture and use of 
ethanol alcohol. The topics covered included introduction to fuel alcohol, 
basic equipment and operation processes, planning and economics, still 
by-products, engine conversion and uses, and permits and regulations. One 
of the highlights of the event was the firing and inspection of the new PCC 
ethanol still. The course covered the building and operation of small stills 
for home use.

May 1980
The second year Architectural Drafting class constructed a geodesic dome 
as a class project. The 12-foot diameter dome was five-eighths of a sphere 
and was constructed in about three hours from scrap wood donated by Pitt 
County merchants.

August 1980
Beginning on August 9, 1980, a new 15-minute radio program entitled 
“Pitt Community College Prospectus” was aired on Saturday mornings 

on WNCT-AM Radio. It was a weekly interview show featuring a 
PCC faculty or staff member. John Griffin and Gail Wallace were the 
interviewers. The show was taped weekly in the PCC Media Office, Room 
203, Humber Building.

August 1980
The visiting artist for 1980-81 was Beverly Cotten, banjo, singer, folk 
music and dance performer. A native of Morrisville, NC, she appeared on 
National Public television, performed with the Green Grass Cloggers for 
eight years and toured the United States and Canada. She held clogging 
and banjo workshops to show and tell people about traditional NC and 
Southern Appalachian heritage.

November 1980
An affiliation agreement was signed between the Pitt County Board of 
Education and PCC to move the Pitt County Extended School Program 
to the campus of PCC. Created in 1977, the Pitt County Extended School 
Program was a special high school designed to serve high school dropouts 
and students unable to attend the regular county high schools. All students 
were enrolled in a class of job preparation and counseling as well as two 
required high school courses.

February 1981
A. B. Whitley, Jr., Chairman of the Board of Trustees’ Building 
Committee, announced that the 10-inch letters of the names of the PCC 
buildings had been installed on the outside of the Humber, White, and 
Whichard Buildings.

Derrell Gene Hemby

 A native of Greenville, NC, Hemby went to Rose High School 
and graduated from Lenoir Community College as a machinist in 
1966. He received his B.S. Degree from ECU in Technical Teacher 
Education from the School of Technology in 1972.
 Hemby worked for the NC Department of Transportation from 
1963 to 1965. He came to Pitt Tech in 1967 as an instructor in the 
Machine Shop. He also taught courses in welding and substituted 
for automotive and agricultural classes. In 1969, he took a 33-hour 
course in Aerospace Engineering at Lenoir Community College and 
took a tour of the facilities at Cape Kennedy. 
 

From 1967 until the late 1980s, Hemby taught machining courses at 
PCC. In 1983, Hemby served as coach of the PCC Golf Team. He 
worked with 39 colleges in the CIP project dealing with budgets, 
workshops, seminars and curriculum revisions. In 1990, he staffed 
Industrial Expositions at area high schools, began recruiting efforts 
and helped initiate the co-op effort between PCC and D. H. Conley to 
introduce college level drafting into the Pitt County School system. 
In 1993, he wrote and received a grant to develop the NC Community 
College VoCats model for the Automotive, Radiology, and Medical 
Assisting programs.
 In the late 1980s, Hemby was named Department Chair of the 
Machining Program at PCC. By 1995, he was named Director of 
Tech Prep. 
 He retired in 1998 and returned in 1999 on a part-time basis 
working with the Tech Prep program, Co-op and Apprenticeships, 
and then as an advisor for the VISIONS program. Hemby still works 
part-time with the PCC Foundation helping to organize fundraising 
events.
 Gene Hemby married the former Marsha Perkins, and they had 
two children, Gene, Jr. and Jenny. Marsha P. Hemby also taught at 
PCC from 1988 until she retired in 2009 as Department Chair for 
Medical Assisting.

Reupholstery Class, 1970s.

Governor James B. Hunt visits PCC, 1980s.

Hemby is shown here with his wife, Marsha, son Gene, Jr., and daughter, 
Jenny.
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1981
A new X-Ray Laboratory was added to the Radiologic Technology 
Department.

May 1981
On Sunday afternoon, May 17, 1981, two Pitt Community College 
buildings were dedicated honoring two outstanding Pitt County citizens – 
Vernon E. White and Kathryn V. Whichard. The White Building, formerly 
known as the Administration Building, was completed in 1964. With a 
total of 43,607 square feet, it housed many of the administration staff 
offices and contained 19 classrooms, laboratories and shops. The student 
center, cafeteria and faculty lounge were also located in the building. The 
Whichard Building, completed in 1979, had a total of 25,644 square feet 
and contained faculty offices, 14 classrooms, laboratories and shops. Lt. 
Gov. James C. Green was the speaker for the dedication. An open house 
followed the dedicatory program and featured exhibits, demonstrations, 
and presentations. 

July 1981
On July 1, the PCC sponsored Early Childhood Pre-School Laboratory 
at Moyewood Center started, with 50 children enrolled. The chair of the 
department was Sue Creech (who would later go to Raleigh to work as 

assistant to the Head of the Department of Human Resources Day Care 
Section). It later was called the Pitt Community College Day Care Center 
and in May 1993, PCC moved the lab to modular trailers T-19, T-20 and 
T-21 on campus and it is known as the PCC Preschool.

August 1981
The visiting artist for 1981-82 was Elliot Frank, a classic guitarist. Spanish 
Flamenco music had a special place in his repertoire.

September 1981
The Industrial Maintenance-Electromechanical Program and Cooperative 
Critical Skills Program were started at PCC.

October 1981
The PCC Student Government Association initiated a transit system 
to meet the long-standing transportation needs of students within the 
Greenville City limits. The SGA purchased a bus, which connected with 
six Greenville bus routes at Pitt Plaza and Carolina East Mall. The special 
fare was 34 cents one way, and tickets could be purchased from the Dean 
of Students or the bus driver.

January 1982
A PCC employee, Clifton Moss, equipment inventory control officer 
for the College, engineered and installed a special furnace in the White 
Building. The furnace burned used motor oil and was expected to save the 
college $8,000 in winter fuel costs. The price tag for the conversion was 
around $5,000.

January 1982
All PCC personnel wishing to place a long-distance call had to present 
a properly authorized long-distance telephone call request slip to the 
switchboard attendant PRIOR to the call being placed.

April 1982
The National Energy Award from the US Department of Education 
recognizing excellence in Vocational Education was awarded to Pitt 
Community College by Jim Hunt, Governor of NC and Dr. Robert Billings 
of the US Dept. of Education. The College offered an Associate Degree 
in Energy Technology which had been viewed as a national model, and 
numerous two-year colleges received copies of the curriculum and support 
research. This award was one of ten given in the United States.

April 1982
PCC opened a new Industrial Skills Training Center designed to help train 
and retrain employees from area industries in specific areas. Co-sponsored 
by Empire Brush Company, one course covered machine shop theory and 
trained production mechanics to properly use equipment, enabling them to 
fabricate and repair machine parts. Co-sponsored by Burroughs-Wellcome, 
two courses were offered on emergency medical first responder training. 
In cooperation with Simpson Industries, a class on machine shop math and 
blueprint reading was offered.

May 1982
Pitt Community College combined forces with the Greenville Quilters 
Guild, the Pamlico Quilters of Washington, NC, Quilt Symposium, Inc. 
and the Greenville Parks and Recreation Department in sponsoring an 
invitational Quilt Symposium at ECU. Over 300 women and some 25 
quilting instructors came to Greenville to share their expertise for the quilt 
as an art form with talks and workshops.

May 1982
President William E. Fulford established the PCC Institutional 
Improvement Incentive Program and gave awards to all ideas used from 
submissions from PCC employees.

July 1982
In recognition of their years of service, PCC established a Service Awards 
Program for the College’s full-time and permanent employees.

August 1982
On August 28, PCC began to offer college credit courses on public 
television on WUNK-TV. The first telecourse was entitled “Making It 
Count,” an introduction to computer concepts and their applications to 
business, by providing knowledge of data processing vocabulary, systems 
and applications. Videotapes of each lesson were available at the Library 
Resources Center. The telecourse instructor was Helen Parks.

August 1982
The visiting artist for 1982-83 was Christopher Deane, a percussionist. 
He was a native of Winston-Salem, NC and played the xylophone, 
vibraphone, marimba and the hammered dulcimer.

September 1982
Board of Trustees 
approved a contract 
for three modular 
classroom buildings 
on the south side of 
campus for Nursing 
and Allied Health 
programs. Workman 
from Harrington 
Manufacturing 
Company and PCC 
students finished 
the construction 
in October. Each 
modern unit was 24’ 
X 56’ and provided 
4,032 square feet.

January 1983
Nursing and Allied Health programs occupied new modular buildings.

May 1983
Starting June 1, Dr. Charles E. Russell was appointed Acting President 
during sick leave of President William E. Fulford, Jr. 

May 1983
The Coastal Plains Chapter of the Professional Constructors Estimators 
Association presented three full scholarships to PCC. The first three PCC 
students to receive the scholarship were Mark Cozzens, Parris Coats and 
West Epply.

May 1983
PCC Electronics Department showed off its two new “Hero I” robots. The 
students used the robots to learn circuit structure and repair. The robots 
were programmed to walk, speak, and respond. 

May 1983
PCC became one of several community colleges in the state to implement 
a four-day work week to save money. From May 30-August 25, PCC held 
classes and office hours from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Thursday. Night 
classes were not affected by the schedule. The new schedule was to save 
the school $10,000 in air-conditioning, supplies and materials costs.

Dr. James H. Young

 Dr. Young joined the PCC 
staff in 1969 and served as 
Director of the Farmville branch 
and Assistant to the President of 
PCC prior to becoming Director 
of Institutional Development 
at PCC. Dr. Young initiated 
and served as the first president 
of the NC Council of Officers 
for Resource Development, a 
statewide organization of college 
grant specialists. He has been active in numerous educational 
organizations including the National Council for Resource 
Development of the American Association of Community and 
Junior Colleges. Dr. Young was listed in the 1981 edition of “The 
International Who’s Who of Intellectuals,” published in Cambridge, 
England. He published numerous articles on grants administration. 
 In November 1981, Dr. Young went to Washington, DC and 
presented testimony on the position of the nation’s Junior and 
Community Colleges before the U.S. House of Representatives 
Subcommittee on Postsecondary Education. Dr. Young 
provided briefings to the staffs of Congressman Walter B. Jones, 
Congressman Ike Andrews, and Senator John East. He was well 
known for his expertise in grant development. He retired in 1999.

Roy Boyd  (center) instructs students on HVAC systems.
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August 1983
The visiting artist for 1983-84 was 
Philip Evancho, bass baritone with 
the National Opera Company in 
Raleigh, NC. A native of Barberton, 
Ohio, Evancho loved singing 
opera, but also enjoyed singing 
sacred music, show tunes, 
popular music and art songs. His 
wife, Stephanie Boryk Evancho, taught 
Russian Folk Dancing and served as the 
National Director for the Federation of Russian 
Orthodox Clubs.

September 1983
In September, 16 students began a two-year Respiratory Therapy 
program at PCC that was one of only two in eastern NC. The program 
headed by Bruce Steinbach began with no facility and very little 
equipment. In the fall of 1983, the Pitt County Commissioners funded 
the construction of a laboratory and classroom for the PCC program. In 
February 1984, the program moved into a specially equipped mobile unit 
with over $60,000 worth of lab equipment donated to the program by 
equipment manufacturers and hospitals across the state. The program had 
intern training arrangements with four area hospitals including Pitt County 
Memorial Hospital and Wilson Memorial.

October 1983 
The visiting artist Philip Evancho organized the Pitt Community Singers at 
Pitt Community College.

December 1983
Pitt Community College received 10-year re-affirmation of accreditation 
by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.

January 1984
PCC President, Dr. William E. Fulford, Jr. died. Dr. Charles E. Russell was 
elected President by Board of Trustees and served as the College’s third 
president until 2003.

February 1984
A new Adult High School Diploma 
Program was formalized by PCC, Pitt 
County and Greenville School system. 
The instruction was offered at the PCC 
Learning Lab and diplomas were issued 
by Pitt/Greenville schools.

1984
PCC opened the Pitt Community College 
Career Center.

March 1984
The Board of Trustees agreed since every other 

chief executive officer of leading businesses and 
institutions in Greenville was a member of the 

Greenville Country Club that the President 
of PCC should be also. The membership 

fee and monthly dues were paid by 
PCC’s unrestricted funds.

March 1984
The PCC Board of 

Trustees set up 
a fellowship 

for staff 
development 

honoring W. H. 
Howell, retired Dean 

of Fiscal Affairs.

April 1984
The first class of cadets of 

the Police Academy graduated. 
Bill McDonald was one of the 

instructors.

August 1984
The visiting artist for 1984-85 was Philip Evancho, bass baritone, who 
was named as visiting artist for a second year.

July 1985
Groundbreaking ceremonies were held for construction of a new Learning 
Resources Center.

August 1985
The visiting artist for 1985-86 was Julie Ali Palmer, a native of Harlem, 
New York, and a singer and organist.

Fall 1985
At the request of several local industries, 
PCC began offering an associate degree 
in Manufacturing Engineering.

May 1986
PCC celebrated its 25th Anniversary.

August 1986
The visiting artist for 1986-87 was 
Henry Queen, a native of Cullowhee, 
NC, who was a folk singer, guitarist, and 
banjo player.

September 1986
Construction began on another building 
on campus –  a 31,500 square foot 
classroom laboratory building.

June 1987
The Clifton W. Everett Building was 
dedicated on Sunday, June 28, 1987. 
The dedicatory address was given by 
the Honorable Joseph W. Branch, Chief 
Justice NC Supreme Court (retired). 
The facility provided approximately 
33,000 square feet of space for library, 
audiovisuals, media production services 
and individualized instruction services.

June 1987
The first Annual PCC Golf Tournament 
was held on June 9 at the Farmville 
Golf and Country Club. Proceeds from 
the tournament went to assist student 
athletics at PCC.

August 1987
The visiting artist for 1987-88 was Ken Marsh, a native-American painter, 
sculptor and lecturer. He was a 20-year veteran of the U.S. Air Force.

October 1987
In recognition of the Bicentennial celebration for the US Constitution, 
Ross-Cullipher Automotive, Inc. presented a framed print of the 
Constitution to be displayed in the library. 

May 1988
The first house built by the carpentry and cabinet-making program was 
auctioned off on May 13, 1988. R. B. Elks of Greenville offered the 
highest bid of $34,100. The house cost the College $31,121 to build, 
leaving a profit of about $2,979 to cover financing, the auction cost and 
other minor expenses. Any remaining funds were used to pay for the cost 
of the storage shed used in building the house.

August 1988
The visiting artist for 1988-89 was Ken Marsh who returned for another 
year.

March 1989
The PCC Board of Trustees named Kay V. Whichard as the new Chairman 
of the Board, succeeding Clifton Everett who was chairman from 1977 
until his death on February 25, 1989. The PCC Board also accepted two 
gifts: three copies of “The Man & the Mason,” donated by Crown Point 
Lodge No. 708, Greenville, to be used in the library; and a robot donated  

by Burroughs-Wellcome of Greenville 
for Manufacturing and Engineering 
Technology.

May 1989
PCC held their commencement 
ceremonies in Wright Auditorium at 
East Carolina University. Dr. Richard 
Eakin, East Carolina University 
Chancellor, was the speaker.

August 1989
The visiting artist for 1989-90 was 
Bruce Piephoff, a North Carolina 
native and poet, folk singer, and 
songwriter.

September 1989
The James J. and Mamie Richardson 
Trust established an emergency 
discretionary grant fund and 15 

foundation scholarships of $400 each at Pitt Community College.

November 1989
Approximately 600 students attended the first Vocational/Technical Job 
Fair in the Everett Building at PCC on November 1. Students and faculty 
met with 30 local and regional employers.

December 1989
Pitt County voters passed a $10 million dollar bond issue for PCC. In 
March, Rivers and Associates were chosen as engineers to construct the 
new buildings on campus

This 
promotional 
antennae clip 
and ice scraper is 
an example of the types 
of advertising the College has 
produced over the years.

“The school has gone through many  
changes – from an industrial educational 
center to a technical institute to a 
community college. The enrollment has 
increased from 155 students in 1964 to 
more than 4,800 students in 1986.”

  – Earl Akin, Director of Public 
Relations at PCC, 1986

and one of PCC’s first Trustees

“Pitt Community College has remained 
true to its primary mission during the 
past 25 years, providing vocational and 
technical training to meet the employment 
needs of Pitt County of Pitt County and 
the surrounding area. The rapid growth 
and development of this college can be 
attributed to excellent community and state 
support, guided by an exemplary board of 
trustees and nurtured by a caring, dedicated 
and competent faculty and staff.” 

 – Dr. Charles Russell,
President of PCC, 1986

Students from the Building Construction Technology program built houses as 
part of their curriculum to gain true hands-on experience. The houses were then 
auctioned to the public. Proceeds from the sale were rolled back in to the program 
to build future houses.

8988



pilot program, the PCC Board of Trustees also agreed to send 
instructors to D. H. Conley High School to teach college-level 
drafting and math courses.

August 1990
The visiting artist for 1990-91 was Michael Stephenson, a 
classically trained saxophonist. A native of Henderson, NC, 
he tried to form a community swing band at PCC. Stephenson 
played both classical and jazz musical styles on the alto and 
soprano saxophones. 

September 1990
The State Board of Community Colleges adopted a policy stating 
that campus bookstore profits should be used for programs and 
services of direct benefit to students. According to policy, once 
bookstore operating expenses have been paid, any profit should 
be used for student aid and/or scholarships. According to Joe 
Hunniecutt, PCC’s Vice President of Administrative Services, 
the PCC bookstore had already been working under these 
purposes. Profits from the PCC Bookstore had been used as 
matching funds for financial aid, scholarships, student loans and 
equipment such as a van for student transportation. It also had 
been used to publish the campus’s weekly news bulletin.

November 1990
The PCC Board of Trustees approved a resolution to petition the State 
Department of Transportation to erect a stoplight at the main entrance of 
the College at NC 11 and State Road 1147.

December 1990
A portrait of Dr. William E. Fulford was hung in the College Board Room 
in the Vernon White Building.

April 1991
The A. B. Whitley, Jr. Building was dedicated on Sunday, April 21, 1991. 
The dedicatory address was given by U.S. Senator Terry Sanford. 

April 1991
PCC and ECU teamed up together to start a joint math program to provide 
remedial math classes.

February 1990
A vocational education classroom and lab/shop building, the A.B. 
Whitley Building, was opened. The 32,300 square foot facility provided 
space for the following programs: Machining Technology, Electronic 
Servicing, Electronic Engineering Technology, Architectural Technology, 
Manufacturing Engineering Technology, and Industrial Construction 
Technology. The Construction and Industrial Technology Division office 
and the Planning and Research Department was also located in the 
building.

1990
PCC began its initiative called “Adult Education for Homeless People 
Program.” It provided literacy training as well as remedial skills for 
homeless people. The classes were offered at various agencies in 
Greenville which shared an interest in the homeless population.

May 1990
The PCC Board of Trustees approved four new medical training programs 
to begin in the fall. Occupational Therapy, Radiation Therapy Technology, 
and Medical Record Technology were two-year associate degree 
programs, and Imaging Technology was a one-year diploma program. Pitt 
County Memorial Hospital and the East Carolina University School of 
Medicine agreed to help defray the cost of initiating the four programs.

May 1990
The PCC Foundation’s Fourth Annual Benefit Golf Tournament was 
held May 11 at the Farmville Golf and Country Club. Proceeds from 
the tournament were used by the Foundation to provide scholarships for 

needy and deserving students and to purchase state-of-the-art equipment 
for technical programs. The tournament was a four person superball, 
consisting of three flights based on team handicap. Each start was limited 
to 21 teams to prohibit slow play. Trophies and prizes were awarded to 
winners and runner ups in each flight. A new car, provided by Hastings 
Ford, was to be given for the first hole-in-one on a designated par 3. Entry 
fee was $50 per player. The fee included cart and green fees, one mulligan, 
beverages, lunch and dinner.

April 1990
The PCC Architectural Drafting Technology class created and built a large 
model of the Pitt County Memorial Hospital. It was presented in June.

June 1990
There was a mock plane crash planned at DuPont’s plant on Highway 11 
as an educational disaster for Pitt and Lenoir County rescue workers. Due 
to miscommunication, the drill was called off.  The victims were 45 PCC 
students and faculty members from the nursing program.

August 1990
The PCC Board of Trustees made an agreement with the Pitt County 
Board of Education to begin the Technical Preparation Program known 
as “Tech Prep” in Pitt County high schools. Beginning in the ninth grade, 
Tech Prep was a program designed to prepare high school students 
for technically oriented courses required by two-year technical and 
community college programs. Established in the 1991-92 school year, it 
was designed to increase the percentage of high school students pursuing 
higher education and provided advanced placement among students. In a 

 At age 80, Mrs. Annie Nobles Mizell of Pactolus strode across the 
stage at Wright Auditorium and accepted her first diploma ever. Her 
fellow graduates, to whom she had endeared herself during rehearsals, 
cheered her mightily, with a least half her family and her fellow 
members of Pactolus Baptist Church joining in. Mrs. Nobles had 
completed her GED, almost 70 years after having quit eighth grade at 
Stokes School.
 Mrs. Mizell, who grew butterbeans and string beans to sell at the 
farmers’ market, considered herself a “late bloomer.” Her mother died 
when she was three weeks old and was raised by a family neighbor 
and his five unmarried sisters. Her father and step-mother went on to 
have 11 children. Mrs. Mizell married her first husband at age 26 and 

didn’t have her only child until she was 43. “I had more parents and 
more brothers and sisters – my halves seem like wholes – than most 
people dream of,” she said. “And all of them have been good to me 
and I’ve tried to be good to them.”
 Mary Idol, Director of the PCC Learning Center, said Mrs. Mizell 
was one of the sweetest people she had ever worked with in the PCC 
Learning Center and one of the most determined. 
 As for the graduation ceremonies, “I was four times the age of 
most of the other graduates,” she said, “but not a one of them enjoyed 
it more than I did.” It was her first graduation ever, she did it on her 
own – and at this stage of life she said she didn’t intend to miss out on 
anything good and constructive and fun that appealed to her.

Annie Nobles Mizell, PCC Graduate at Age 80
May 1990

Grandchildren of A.B. Whitley – Warren, Scott, and Laura Whitley – join Henry Leslie for the 
unveiling of the A.B. Whitley portrait.

Gary Evans
      A life-long native of Pitt County, 
Evans received his A.A.S. from Pitt 
Community College in both Agriculture 
Business Technology and Agriculture 
Chemicals Technology in May of 1984. 
He graduated Summa Cum Laude from 
Mount Olive College in 1998 when he 
received his B.S. in Management and 
Organizational Development.
     While a student at PCC, Evans 
held two state offices with the NC 
Postsecondary Agricultural Student 
Organization and traveled to other 

community colleges in the state during his service.
     With experience in farming and various positions in the tobacco 
industry, Evans obtained a management position in 1984 with A.C. Monk 
and Company in Farmville. After three mergers, the company is now 

known as Alliance One International. In 2003, Evans was named the Vice 
President of Green Market Operations for Alliance One International, a 
position he still holds today.
 An Ayden resident, Evans has been a member of the PCC Foundation 
Board as well as a member of the Board of Trustees. He held positions of 
Chairman of the Finance and Audit Committee as well as Secretary for the 
Board of Trustees. He became the first PCC Alumni to hold the position of 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, a position he held from 2007-2009. 
 In 2009, Evans was presented with the PCC Distinguished Alumni 
Award. It recognizes alumni with outstanding and uncommon achievement 
in their professions, in civic/community affairs, and/or in service to the 
college.
 His professional associations include past Chairman, Tobacco 
Association of United States Accounting and Procedures Committee. He 
is a member of Oakmont Baptist Church in Greenville. He has enjoyed 
seeing PCC grow and helping people in our community. He also loves 
spending time on the water and on family farms.
 He married Wendy Shirley of Ayden and they have one son, Joshua, 
and one daughter, Jennifer.
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Show. First place went to Coach Coburn, second to Danny Wiens, third 
to Roy Lanier and fourth to Jim Brown. Amy Gee was crowned the 1993 
PCC Homecoming Queen.

February 1993
The PCC Pre-School Laboratory was moved on campus from the 
Moyewood Center because its lease with the city had expired. PCC 
operated the Moyewood Center since 1983 to provide hands-on training 
for students in its Pre-School Education Program. The cost of enrolling a 
child was $68 a week per child.

March 1993
PCC was one of 400 community colleges selected in 28 states to host 
a Town Hall Meeting satellite teleconference on March 1 for soybean 
growers.

April 1993
The Welding/Masonry Building, a 10,750 square foot facility, was opened. 
This building included the John Roberts Welding Lab.

August 1993
Beginning on August 10, the City of Greenville began operating its new 
cable public access TV system. It had an educational channel which PCC 

and others in a local educational consortium would provide educational 
programs.

September 1993
A Pre-School Lab opened in buildings T-19 and T-20, located between 
Vernon White and Learning Resources Center. It served 3 to 5 year olds.

December 1993
PCC changed its telephone prefix from 355 to 321.

January 1994
The William E. Fulford, Jr. Building was dedicated on Sunday, January 16, 
1994. The dedicatory address was given by Robert W. Scott, President of 
the NC Department of Community Colleges.

January 1994
PCC and ECU were named as two of the first 106 sites on the North 
Carolina Information Highway (NCIH), a public-private undertaking 
which was the first of its kind worldwide. The NCIH used state-of-the-
art telecommunications technology to provide educational, medical and 
public safety benefits to all parts of the state. By April 1995, PCC had 
invested $200,000 to become a local hub for the World Wide Web and 
Internet services.

May 1991
PCC was chosen to set up a model English as a Second Language program 
for the rest of the NC Community College System.  

October 1991
The visiting artist for 1991-92 was Michael Stephenson, who returned for 
a second year as visiting artist. During his first year at PCC he gave over 
250 performances and created the Pitt County Swing Band, made up of 
business and professional people from the surrounding area.

November 1991
The groundbreaking for the William E. Fulford Building was 
held on November 19, 1991.

November 1991
PCC announced it had purchased 
105 acres adjacent to the campus 
from the heirs of Hershel Lee 
Bowen for $2 million dollars. 
The deal was to be finalized by 
January 1992. 

1992
PCC again opened a Small 
Business Center with George 
Sappenfield as Director. He stepped 
down in 2006.

1992
SGA was instrumental in getting 
day care for all student parents at 
PCC.

February 1992
Representatives of Bearings, Inc. 
presented a shock pulse analyzer, 
an alignment system, and a shock 
pulse method training video to PCC 
to be used in preventive maintenance 
training at the College. The equipment 
was valued at over $8,000. In April, 
DP Solutions, Inc., of Greensboro, NC, 
presented PCC with a $10,000 software 
and training package on preventive maintenance training.

April 1992
Groundbreaking ceremonies were held April 22 for PCC’s new Welding 
and Masonry Classroom Building.

May 1992
The first 10 students graduated from the Medical Records Technology 

Program. Kay Gooding was coordinator and Sandra Crockett was an 
instructor in the program.

August 1992
The first class of nine students graduated from the Occupational Therapy 
Assistant (OTA) Program. The two-year OTA Program was created in 
1990 and was accredited in January 1992.

September 1992
PCC started its new regional Industrial Construction Program with $5,000 

start-up money from Eastern Omni 
Constructors and $7,500 from Texasgulf 
of Aurora. The College was asked by the 
Organization of Regional Industries, an 
eastern NC business group, to institute 
the program because of the growing 
lack of skilled workers. 

November 1992
The Pitt Community College 
Foundation launched its fund drive 
“Vision 2001” to raise $2 million 
dollars.

January 1993
The William E. Fulford, Jr.  
Building, a 44,500 square foot 
classroom/lab building, was 
opened. This facility provided 
space for the following programs: 
Health Information Technology, 
Medical Assisting Technology, 
Associate Degree Nursing, 
Occupational Therapy Assistant, 
Phlebotomy, Radiation Therapy 
Technology, Radiography, 
Cardiovascular/Vascular 
Interventional Technology, 
Computed Tomography & 
Magnetic Resonance Imaging 
(CT/MRI) Technology, 

Respiratory Care, Therapeutic Massage, Medical 
Diagnostic Sonography, Echocardiography, and Nuclear Medicine. The 
Health Sciences Division office was also located in the Fulford Building.

January 1993
Homecoming Week was celebrated January 25-29 with festivities all 
week and a talent show. The talent show winners were Roberta Fitzhugh 
(1st place), Kimberly Floyd (2nd), and Faith Clark (3rd). Heidi Williams, 
Miss North Carolina, came and spoke and later served as Mistress of 
Ceremonies at the half-time ceremonies. There was a Womanless Fashion 

“...Pitt Technical Institute, having now evolved into Pitt 

Community College, owes its very existence to many 

people of vision, especially to the inspirational spirit of 

Dr. Robert Lee Humber.  He was a guiding light in the 

original idea of educational opportunity for many who 

could not afford a four-year college, or did not have the 

time to devote to full-time education. Pitt Community 

College has been one of the outstanding growth stories 

in Eastern North Carolina.  Not only has it been a 

story of growth, it has been a story of creativity, with 

massive benefits to so many students who might not 

have had the opportunity to move forward in their 

education, had this institution not been available. It 

has been a privilege and opportunity to have served 

as a board member during the early years of growth 

and expansion.  It is most rewarding to see the original 

vision grow to such an enormous magnitude of 

contribution in this area of our state, enriching the lives 

of thousands of students...”

 
– R. E. (Ed) Davenport, Jr.,

One of PCC’s First Trustees

       A native of South Africa, she moved 
with her missionary family to Falcon, 
NC at age eight and remained there for 
three years before returning to South 
Africa. She was educated at Girl’s High 
School and Natal Technical College at 
Natal, South Africa. With a degree in 
business, she called NC home again 
when she entered ECU with the intention 

of becoming a physical therapist. The pre-med program did not appeal 
to her and she went to her first love and majored and minored in music. 
She received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from ECU and later her 
doctorate from NC State University.
 Downing declared her citizenship at the age of 21 and served as 
music instructor in the Harnett and Pitt County schools for 10 years before 
making the transition to the business program at Pitt Community College.
 Downing also branched out into other areas of the fine arts. She 
served as Director of Education for the Valentine Museum in Richmond, 
Va., and was instrumental in forming the National Association of Needle 

Arts. Her interest in needlework led her to purchase the Scotch Bonnet 
Needle Arts Studio in Greenville, NC. She also backed a Kindermusik – a 
music school for pre-school children.
 Her 22 year career with Pitt Community College began with the 
instruction of Basic Education courses. She developed many courses over 
the years for women as well. She became Director of the Small Business 
Center at PCC in 1985 and was in charge of the Regional International 
Trade Assistance Center for local businesses.
 Downing was active in the Greenville Morning Rotary Club and 
the Pitt-Greenville Chamber of Commerce. She was named Pitt County 
Woman of the Year and in 1991 competed for the NC Distinguished 
Woman Educator of the Year Award.
 In July 1991, she was named as Dean of Continuing Education, 
following the retirement of Ola Porter. She retired from PCC in February 
1993. She was married to PCC’s Joe Downing, and years after his death 
she married Robert McGinty.

Louise Brooks Downing McGinty
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May 1996
On May 6, PCC students could register for summer quarter classes by 
dialing into the TAP lines from a touch-tone phone. Payment could also 
be processed if the student used Visa or Mastercard. PCC was one of only 
four community colleges in NC to offer this new technology to students.

May 1996
Aprile Coghill was crowned as the 1996 PCC Queen during the College’s 
Pride Week.

May 1996
The PCC Manufacturing Engineering Technology Department acquired 
two General Electric robots from the Haywood Community College 
Manufacturing Engineering Technology Department.

June 1996
The Employment Security Commission opened a satellite office in the 
Humber Building to help PCC students find jobs.

November 1996
The G. Henry Leslie Building, the College’s Center for Economic and 
Community Development (Continuing Education), was opened. The 
Leslie Building included the Burroughs-Wellcome Auditorium and the 
Economic and Community Development Division.

January 1997
The G. Henry Leslie Building was dedicated Sunday, January 26, 1997, 
with Dave McRae, President of Pitt County Memorial Hospital, as guest 
speaker. A portrait of Mr. Leslie was unveiled. The building housed the 
PCC’s Continuing Education Services which included the Basic Skills 
Center, Computer Technology Center, Focused Industrial Training Center, 
Lifelong Learning Center, New and Expanding Industry Training Center, 
Occupational Training Center, and Small Business Center. 

January 1997
On Jan. 31, 1997, the JobLink Career Center had its grand opening in the 
Vernon White Building. With help from Edgar L Boyd, PCC executive 
vice president, Leslie Dickens Rogers, Assistant Dean of Students and 
Assistant Vice President, led the PCC initiative to develop and charter the 
first JobLink Center in Pitt County in 1994. JobLink was a collaborative 
effort of 12 local agencies to provide job-seeking and training assistance to 
citizens and qualified job applicants for employment.  

April 1997
PCC Office Systems Technology Department held its second annual 
“Fashion Show” on April 24, 1997 at the Greenville Country Club. The 
theme that year was “Accessories to Compliment the Professional Dress 
for the Office.” PCC students were models and the clothes were provided 
by Ann Lynn’s of New Bern and Catherine’s of Greenville. Mrs. Janice 
Hardee, part-time OST faculty member, also demonstrated the many ways 
of tying scarves to compliment your attire.

April 1997
PCC was designated the first regional site for interactive video 
conferences between victims and the NC Post-Release Supervision and 
Parole Commission in Raleigh, NC. 

September 1997
Pitt Community College, along with the entire North Carolina Community 
College System, converted from a quarter system to a semester system. 

September 1997
PCC received national recognition for Leadership in HIV Prevention 
Program. 

1997
The SGA purchased and placed two gazebos and a pavilion on campus.

July 1997
All Information Technology and Services were consolidated into one 
new organizational unit called the Office of Information Technology and 
Services with Susan Everett as director of the office.

October 1997
The PCC House Project sold its house at public auction to Vernon E. 
White for $60,000. Construction cost between $45,000 and $50,000. 
White moved the house to Winterville as a rental.

February 1998
PCC and NC Wesleyan College in Rocky Mount adopted an articulation 
agreement making it easier for students who have completed associate’s 
degrees at PCC to earn bachelor’s degrees at Wesleyan.

October 1994
The SGA held their first PCC Octoberfest and Bazaar from 11 am to 2 pm 
in the McRorie Court (Gazebo area) next to the Vernon White Building. 
All clubs and student organizations were invited to set up tables to sponsor 
raffles, bake sales, craft sales or contests to raise funds for their group. A 
cookout was provided free to students, faculty, and staff. 

October 1994
The carpentry house was sold at public auction on October 1 for $44,400 
to Elmer Webb, Jr. of Wilson, NC.

February 1995
The PCC Homecoming festivities concluded with a wheelchair basketball 

game at Eppes Middle School Gym on Elm Street, pitting the PCC Pitt 
Bulldogs vs. the Rehab Rascals. The game was sponsored by PCC and the 
Eastern Carolina Spinal Cord Injury Association. The 1995 Homecoming 
Queen, Missy Cockrell, was crowned at halftime.

June 1995
PCC pulled the plug on being the operator for Greenville’s Public Access 
Channel. The decision was based on concerns that offensive programming 
aired on PAC may reflect negatively on the College, even though PCC is 
not responsible for the programs. The College was selected as operator of 
the channel in 1992 in cooperation with Multimedia Cablevision and the 
Greenville City Council.

July 1995
PCC held its first Community Visitation Day, designed to improve PCC’s 
relationship with city and county businesses, industries and agencies. The 
College’s top leaders joined about 70 other PCC faculty and staff as they 
went around to visit nearly 200 businesses and agencies in teams of two.

September 1995
Ms. Terry Shank, Director of Cooperative Education at PCC, was one of 
a delegation of 48 women from NC led by the NC Council for Women 
that attended the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women in 
Beijing, China.

October 1995
PCC hosted an AIDS Forum, sponsored by PICASO, in the Humber 
Building. According to PICASO, there were 182 people in Pitt County 
with AIDS and another 115 reported to have HIV.

November 1995
The Trustees had tried to sell a farm house on the recently acquired Bowen 
Farm property, but not receiving an adequate bid, gave the farm house to 
the Fire Service Training Program.

December 1995
The College tested a new telephone registration system called TAP 
(Telephone Access at Pitt) and began using it in Spring Quarter 1996.

February 1996
The third annual PCC Public Speaking Contest was held February 13 in 
the Fulford Building. The topic for the contest was “Equality in America; 
Fact or Fantasy?”  The contest coincided with Black History Week at PCC.

April 1996
The Student Government Association sponsored the first annual PCC 
Pride Week and Homecoming from April 15-19. During the week the 
annual Spring Fling was held and a baseball game was played at Guy 
Smith Stadium.

Marketing and Retailing Co-op, 1990s.

The Pitt County JobLink Career Center maintained its association with PCC 
from January 1997 until August 2010 when its operations were relocated to the 
Employment Security Commission.
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October 2003
With grants from The Golden LEAF Foundation, the NC Biotechnology 
Center and the North Carolina Eastern Region Economic Development 
Partnership, PCC was able to build a biotech laboratory and create a 
Biotechnology Program. In October 2003, PCC began offering BioWork, 
a 128 hour introductory course to provide basic preparation for entry-level 
process technician jobs in Bioprocess Manufacturing, Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturing and Chemical Manufacturing. Christina Weeks was the 
department chair of the Biotechnology program, and the class was held at 
the Technology Enterprise Center on Greene Street, Greenville, NC.

November 2003
The Raymond Reddrick Building was dedicated on Sunday, November 16, 
2003. The dedicatory address was given by the Honorable James Wynn, 
Jr., Judge on the NC Court of Appeals.

November 2003
At the annual PCC Foundation Veterans Salute on November 7, a group 
gathered on the front lawn to dedicate a stone monument erected through 
the efforts of Carson Edwards, 16, a 10th grader and a member of Boy 
Scout Troop 200. Edwards worked for ten months on the project to earn 
his Eagle Scout Badge.

January 2004
The Raymond Reddrick Building opened for classes in the spring of 
2004. This building included general classrooms and offices. The Arts and 
Sciences Division offices and Distance Learning Division offices were 
also located in the Reddrick Building.

September 2004
With funding from the 
state legislature and the 
Golden Leaf Foundation, 
PCC opened a BioNetwork 
Bioprocessing Center at 
1800-G North Greene 
Street in Greenville. They 
trained biotechnology 
faculty and hosted numerous 
seminars and workshops on 
fermentation and bench-scale 
training fermenters. This 
facility became the home of 
Pitt’s growing Biotechnology 
program.

2005
In early 2005, PCC Trustees approved the purchase of the 131-acre 
Davenport property adjacent to campus for future expansion. The Board 
also approved a facilities master plan outlining future growth for the 
College’s main campus.

March 2005
In celebration of Women’s History Month, PCC hosted “Feminine Fire, 
Finding the Glory of Women in Story, Song and Verse” in the Fulford 
Building which featured a variety of performances by PCC employees and 
students. At the program’s conclusion, faculty member Wanda Bunch was 
named the College’s fourth “Woman of Substance Award” winner.

May 1998
PCC received a $28,000 gift from 
an anonymous donor to add a cupola 
on top of the new Student Services 
Building (Ed and Joan Warren 
Building). The cupola had previously 
been cut from the budget.

September 1998
PCC went before the Winterville 
Town Aldermen to get permission to 
paint Pitt Community College and 
the mascot on the two water towers in 
Winterville. The alderman gave their 
permission if PCC would take over all 
liability for painting and maintenance 
of the new sign.

October 1998
PCC was one of five community colleges to offer a ten-week course called 
“NxLevel” for business start-ups, which prepared potential entrepreneurs 
for the rigors of starting a business.

November 1998
PCC held its first annual Veterans Day ceremony.

1999
PCC in collaboration with Fayetteville Technical Community College 
began offering a Funeral Service Education Program. Fayetteville 
Technical Community College was the degree granting institution.

February 1999
The PCC Foundation held its first annual President’s Banquet.

March 1999
The Pitt Community College Foundation held its first Down East Boat 
Show and Expo at the old Lowe’s Store. More than 4,000 people and 30 
exhibitors attended the three-day event which raised about $40,000. The 
money raised was used for scholarships and equipment.

September 1999
The aftermath of Hurricane Floyd flooded much of Pitt County. The 
PCC Foundation provided emergency funding for 500 people including 
students, faculty, and staff. 

June 2000
The Edward and Joan Warren Building was dedicated at 2:00 p.m., 
Sunday, June 4, 2000. The dedicatory address was given by Janice 
Faulkner, Commissioner of NC Division of Motor Vehicles. This building 
included the Admissions Counseling Center, Testing Center, SGA office, 
Student Activities Coordinator office, and the gymnasium.

August 2000
The Charles Coburn Center was dedicated on Sunday, August 27, 2000. 
The dedicatory address was given by the Honorable Walter B. Jones, U.S. 
Representative.

September 2000
PCC in partnership with the ECU ROTC program had ECU’s ROTC 
faculty to extend its services to provide the military science instruction on 
the PCC campus.

February 2001
PCC sponsored their third annual Down East Boat Show and Expo with 
Alltel for the second time at Sen. Bob Martin Agricultural Center in 
Williamston, NC. The event drew about 4,000 people.

December 2001
PCC Adopt-a-Highway Program began when a small, enthusiastic 
contingency from Arts and Sciences Division were the first PCC group to 
pick up trash along Highway 11.

May 2003
Dr. Dennis Massey was selected to serve as the College’s fourth president. 
Dr. Massey began his tenure on August 1, 2003. He had over 34 years of 
experience in higher education in Oregon, Wisconsin, Japan, and Illinois. 
Prior to joining the PCC Administration, he served as the Interim President 
of McHenry County College in Crystal Lake, Illinois.

August 2003
PCC purchased computer software in July and began offering computer 
classes to students who were blind or had low vision.

The Warren Building Cupola

     A native of Bethel, NC, 
Hunniecutt graduated from Bethel 
High School. He received his 
bachelor’s degree in Business 
from ECU in 1968 and completed 
a two-year non-degree program in 
accounting at ECU. 
     In his business career, he was 
the former president and general 
manager of Hunniecutt Inc. of 
Bethel. He served as project 

coordinator for two construction firms and was an auditor with the NC 
Department of Human Resources. Hunniecutt then became director of cost 
accounting and auditing at the East Carolina School of Medicine. 

 Hunniecutt began teaching accounting at PCC in the Winter of 
1982, and in 1984, he was named as Dean of Administrative Services, 
succeeding William H. Howell. Hunniecutt retired from PCC in 2005 
after serving the college for 22 years as an adjunct faculty member, 
Business Manager, Dean of Administrative Service, and Vice President 
of  Administrative Services. He was an active member of the President’s 
Leadership Team and Treasurer of the PCC Foundation. 
 Hunniecutt was former master of the Bethel Masonic Lodge No. 589 
AF & AM and was a member of the Scottish Rites and was a Shriner. He 
was past president of the Bethel Rotary Club and was a scoutmaster. He 
served as an administrative board member of the Bethel United Methodist 
Church.
 He lived in Bethel with his wife Joan and their two daughters. He 
married Darlene Howell Warren in 1993.

Joseph Hunniecutt

3rd Annual Down East Boat Show and Expo held at the Sen. Bob Martin 
Agricultural Center, Williamson, NC, February 2001.
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hosted a special program and reception for its international students. 
The program, held in the Leslie Building, featured student and employee 
speakers representing Honduras, Kenya, Bolivia, Afghanistan and Russia. 
At the reception afterwards, attendees sampled Italian, Mexican and Thai 
dishes donated by local restaurants.

November 2006
The College honored the nation’s war veterans with a November 8 
ceremony in the Coburn Center. The event—PCC’s ninth Veterans Day 
celebration—featured a speech by Farmville resident Frank L. Bradham, 
a retired U.S. Coast Guard Reserve commander. JROTC from all six Pitt 
County high schools participated as did PCC Basic Law Enforcement 
cadets and the ECU Color Guard.

November 2006
The 2006 Down East Holiday Show at the Greenville Convention Center 
was the most successful in the fundraiser’s five-year history. With more 
than 100 vendors selling a wide variety of merchandise, a record 6,100 
shoppers attended and generated more than $48,000.

November 2006
Lights of Knowledge were placed on an evergreen tree in front of Vernon 
White Building along the highway. Lights that were purchased in memory 
or honor of special people for this annual tree-lighting ceremony raised 
$1,195.30. This event served as the kickoff of the College’s annual holiday 
celebration and an annual PCC Foundation fundraiser.

2007
The PCC Orchestra was formed and was conducted by instructor Larry 
Spell.

January 2007
The Ninth Annual Down East Boat Show was held at the Sen. Bob Martin 
Eastern Agricultural Center in Williamston, NC from January 26-28. The 
event raised $23,317 for the PCC Foundation.

January 2007
The PCC Trustees approved a new smoking policy for the school. The new 
policy banned smoking in all PCC buildings and vehicles. It also forbid 
smoking within 25 feet of on-campus building entrances.

February 2007
The 3rd Annual PCC Scholarship Auction was held February 20 at Rock 
Springs Center. The event featured more than 400 attendees and raised 
nearly $50,000.

March 2007
Held in the Coburn Center March 30, the Academic Excellence Luncheon 
celebrated the scholastic achievements of 50 PCC students. Thomas 
Denton received the President’s Award, and Karen Perry was awarded the 
President’s Scholarship. Novelyn Douglas and Julie Mills were selected 
to represent PCC at the State Academic Excellence Awards luncheon in 
Raleigh.

April 2005
PCC for the first time participated in the “One Book Project,” a national 
grassroots reading and meet the writer program. Pulitzer prize winning 
political cartoonist of the comic strip “Kudzu,” Doug Marlette, came to 
PCC and spoke on his first novel, “The Bridge.”

May 2005
PCC offered a new Polysomnography Program, also known as a sleep 
study – the first of its kind in North Carolina.

2005
To help alleviate congestion on the main campus during Humber’s 
renovation, the College purchased the former MacThrift office building 
on Memorial Drive in Greenville. PCC purchased the 28,000 square-foot 
office building in an effort to alleviate the college’s crowded conditions. 
During their May 2005 meeting, PCC Trustees approved the $2.1 million 
purchase, and it was approved by the NC Community College System 
Board in August 2005. Renamed the “Greenville Center,” it provided 
14,000 square feet of instructional space for PCC’S Continuing Education 
programs. A warehouse behind the main building provided another 8,000 
square feet of instructional space for PCC’S Law Enforcement training 
programs, formerly located in the Humber Building.

August 2005
PCC began a “Weekend College” program to utilize its facilities on the 
weekends and to accommodate its students’ busy schedules.

November 2005
PCC hosted the Mexican Consul and his staff in a two-day effort to 
strengthen Hispanic cultural ties in the community. The Consul and 
his staff met with nearly 500 Spanish-speaking nationals in the Leslie 
Building who provided legal advice, voting information, passport 
information, and identification papers.

February 2006
Eleven students from the PCC’s Advertising and Graphic Design 
Department won 39 awards in the student category of the 2006 Addy 
Awards held at the Greenville Hilton. The Addy Award ceremony was 
hosted by Professional Ad Club East (PACE) as a member of the American 
Advertising Federation (AAF).

June 2006
PCC commemorated the re-opening of the Humber Building with an open 
house. The facility had been closed for a little more than a year while 
undergoing extensive renovations that brought it in line with modern 
building, energy, and handicapped accessibility codes. The $2.6 million 
needed to refurbish the Humber Building came as part of PCC’s portion of 
an educational bond referendum state voters approved in 2000.

September 2006
PCC’s Multicultural Activities Committee, SGA, and International Club 

“Through strong visionary leadership and 
local citizen support, PCC keeps growing and 
expanding as its graduates do exceedingly 
well in the local workforce. It has played 
a tremendous role in helping the county 
attract business and industry into our area.  
The County Commissioners has for many 
years rallied to support PCC during difficult 
financial times. The cooperation of PCC 
faculty, students and staff working with the 
County Commissioners to get the quarter-
cent sales tax referendum passed was very 
significant. A portion of the sales tax is 
designated to help fund the much needed 
facilities for the master plan for future growth 
at PCC.”   

  – Beth Ward, Pitt County Commissioner

Susan E. Everett

     Everett received her A.A. 
from St. Mary’s College in 
1975 and her B.A. in Business 
Management from North Carolina 
State University in 1977.  She 
received her M.S. in Management 
Information Systems from Boston 
University in 1988.
 Prior to joining the PCC 
staff, Everett worked in the real 
estate industry.  She worked for 

a savings & loan association processing mortgage applications, 
as a licensed Real Estate Broker listing and selling residential and 
commercial properties, and for a construction company processing 
and closing FHA, VA and conventional mortgages. In 1981, she 
was employed by Richmond Community College in Hamlet, NC as 
Coordinator of Research and Planning to develop a strategic long 
range plan for the college.  At the end of that Title III grant, she 
became the Computer System Manager for Richmond Community 
College as the North Carolina Community College System 
implemented its first ever computerized student and financial 
records system. 
 In 1992, she joined the PCC staff as the Director of 
Information Management and Institutional Research.  She was 
an active leader in the college’s Total Quality Management 
(TQM) initiatives.  She served as Vice President of Information 
Technology & Services from 1998-2006.  During her leadership 
as Vice President of Information Technology & Services, Pitt CC 
was one of the pilot sites in the NCCCS for the implementation of 
the second ever computerized student and financial records system.  
Since 2006, she has served as Vice President of Administrative 
Services. During her tenure as Vice President of Administrative 
Services, the college has utilized state, local, and private funds to 
build the Lewis Field House, the Craig F. Goess Student Center, 
the Herman Simon building, the Charles E Russell building, a new 
carpentry & automotive building and a facilities services complex.  
She is a member of the President’s Leadership Team and the PCC 
Foundation.  
 Her professional memberships and leadership service 
include the following: President of NC Community College 
Institutional Information Processing System (IIPS) Users Group, 
NC Community College Planning and Research Organization 
(CCPRO) Member, Information Systems for the Future Steering 
Committee Member, certified 7-Habits of Highly Effective 
People facilitator.  She has also been active in community civic 
organizations and is a member of Chocowinity United Methodist 
Church in Chocowinity.
 Susan is married to Don Hicks, and the couple lives on the 
Beaufort County waterfront.
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February 2009
The 5th Annual PCC Scholarship Auction was held February 17 at Rock 
Springs Center. The event welcomed more than 430 attendees and raised 
$61,541.03.

March 2009
An Academic Excellence Awards Reception was held in the Goess Student 
Center on March 27. The event celebrated the scholastic achievements of 
50 PCC students. Both Rachel Barnum and Heather Moore received the 
President’s Award, and Courtney Evans won the President’s Scholarship. 
Adam Till and Keoshia Allen were selected to receive State Academic 
Excellence Awards.

April 2009
Pitt Community College held its second Talent Showcase. The first talent 
showcase was in 2006 to raise money for Hurricane Katrina relief efforts. 
This year’s showcase was to raise money for the Karen Perry Memorial 
Endowed Scholarship. The show featured 16 performances at the Ayden 
Arts and Recreation Center, including acts by Miss Black North Carolina 
Sandra Fisher and PCC President Dennis Massey, who performed a 
ballroom dance with his wife, Chikako. Other acts starred musicians, 
comedians, and poets. The show, under the guidance of PCC instructor 
and Talent Show Committee chair, Don King, was a chance for students 
and staff to showcase their talents and raised more than $1,300 for the 
Perry Scholarship.

September 2009
Fifteen members of the College’s Building Construction Technology 
program began work on a 1,040-square-foot house which would be sold 
by Habitat for Humanity of Pitt County as part of its initiative to provide 
families in need with an affordable home. Bill Hill, Department Chairman 
of the Building Construction Technology program, said the construction 
on Main Street in Winterville marks the first time the College has joined 
with Habitat for Humanity to complete an entire construction project. PCC 
students have been building houses for people in the community for more 
than two decades. The College typically auctions those houses it builds to 
raise money for the Building Construction Technology program.

November 2009
PCC showed off its new 53-foot mobile welding lab which included 
six multi-process stations that allowed students to do shielded metal arc 
welding.

December 2009
The PCC Amateur Radio Club and its 12 active members spent time 
talking to people all over the world using radio communications to make 
the connections.

December 2009
Larry Spell, music director, and the members of the Pitt Community 
College Symphony Orchestra presented a wonderful holiday concert at the 
Faith Assembly of God in front of 1,000 people. Also featured were some 
violin students of the Greenville Suzuki Association who played with 
the orchestra. The orchestra is doing much to contribute to the musical 
enjoyment of the community.

January 2010
For the first time, PCC hosted a conference for the 58 NC Community 
College Presidents in the Craig Goess Student Center. 

February 2010
The first installment of the PCC Leadership Institute Alumni Speaker 
Program took place in the Goess Student Center. State Rep. Marian 
McLawhorn and State Sen. Don Davis were the featured presenters and 
provided insight on leadership lessons.

February 2010
The college’s first International Table event was sponsored by the 
International Club. Participants were able to learn to communicate with 
other students in Arabic, Chinese, Spanish, French, Japanese, Korean, 
English and Vietnamese.

March 2007
PCC in cooperation with the Association of Mexicans in North Carolina 
(AMEXCAN) hosted the first Spring Celebration Festival on the 
Greenville Town Common. The association promoted Hispanic culture in 
the community and helped Latinos find resources.

August 2007
PCC teamed up with Broderick Best, owner of Grace College of Barbering 
in Ayden, NC to create a Barbering Program. The 1,500 hour course cost 
$210, considerably less than the cost to attend a private barber school. 
The program stressed being an all around good 
barber, which included not only haircut training 
but customer relation skills and business skills. 
Most students traveled to Raleigh, NC to take the 
State Barber Licensor exam that included a shave, 
a tapered haircut and a written exam. The first class 
of 17 students graduated at a ceremony held at 
Anointed Church of God in Ayden, NC on June 14, 
2008. At that time there were about 60 students in 
the program and about 65 on the waiting list.

November 2007
PCC Ambassadors raised $1,486 for local charities. 
Raising money through fundraisers, the 10 PCC 
Ambassadors gave half to the Medical Foundation 
of East Carolina University – Rainbow Services 
and the other half to Autism Speaks as part of their 
annual community service project.

January 2008
PCC administrators announced that the College 
would soon expand its health sciences facilities. 
That fall, they broke ground on a 34,000-square-foot 
addition to the Fulford Building that was expected 
to open in 2010 and be named for Herman Simon, 
an ardent PCC supporter and financial advisor with 
the Eddie and Jo Allison Smith Family Foundation.

February 2008
To help pay for the Simon Building’s construction, the PCC Foundation 
launched the College’s first-ever Futures First capital campaign and raised 
more than $7 million in 14 months.

May 2008
Hillary Clinton spoke at a morning presidential campaign rally at Pitt 
Community College on Monday, May 5.

September 2008
Respiratory Therapy students from Pitt Community College moved on to a 
national quiz bowl competition in December after winning the annual 

Sputum Bowl during the NC Society for Respiratory Care (NCSRC) 
Conference. With the victory, Niya Hagans, Angie Chapman and Rachael 
Clifford each received a trophy and $1,500 to compete in the national 
quiz bowl event, which took place during the American Association of 
Respiratory Care’s conference in Anaheim, California. PCC, which won 
the Sputum Bowl in 2003 before the event had national implications, 
actually finished first and second in that year’s competition as both of the 
College’s teams made it to the finals. Taking second was the PCC team 
comprised of Ashley Koonce Nobles, Casey King and Robbie Johnson III.

October 2008
Thirty-six teams competed in the Eleventh Annual 
PCC Fall Golf Classic at Greenville Country Club 
on October 2. The event netted $19,840.58.

October 2008
Construction students from PCC finished a 1,248 
square-foot house on Hudson Street as a part of 
Greenville’s community redevelopment work.

November 2008
The 2008 Down East Holiday Show at the 
Greenville Convention Center was the most 
successful in the fundraiser’s seven-year history. 
With more than 100 vendors selling a wide variety 
of merchandise, a record 8,300 shoppers attended 
and generated more than $62,981.86. Proceeds from 
this event provided scholarships and educational 
activities for PCC students.

December 2008
Lights of Knowledge purchased in memory or in 
honor of special people for this annual tree-lighting 
ceremony raised $1,203.89. The star on the 2008 
tree was dedicated in memory of Karen Perry, a 
former Nursing student and SGA President, who 
died in a traffic accident in February.

January 2009
The long-awaited and much-needed Craig F. Goess Student Center 
was dedicated in January 2009 and opened at the start of 2009 Spring 
Semester. Named for a Greenville businessman and PCC supporter who 
contributed to the center’s construction, the 33,698 square-foot building 
featured a large multipurpose room and cafeteria and provided a one-
stop shop for student services, including counseling, financial aid and 
admissions. After opening the doors, the College hosted its first juried fine 
arts exhibit in the facility. More than 80 pieces of artwork were submitted 
by artists throughout Eastern North Carolina, including PCC students, past 
and present, and employees.

In July 2009, PCC chemistry instructor, Jeff 
Rorer, who enjoyed competitive rifle shooting, 
won the gold and bronze medals in the F-Class 
World Rifle Championships held in Bisley, 
England. He had previously set five National 
Rifle Association national records and was 
pictured in the October 2007 issue of “Guns 
and Ammo” magazine.

NC Representative Marian McLawhorn and Senator Don Davis spoke on campus 
in February of 2010.
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off at PCC, giving the community a chance to see firsthand various 
styles and sizes of ‘green’ building projects. The tour focused on energy 
efficiency, building science and renewable energy. The tour featured three 
residential homes and a garage powered by a photovoltaic system.

October 2010
The college welcomed the community to campus for a fourth straight year 
with an open house, which featured campus tours, information sessions 
and a special celebration of the college’s 50th Anniversary.  The PCC 
Foundation and PCC Alumni Association also organized a breakfast 
reunion for the college’s retirees.

October 2010
Radiation Therapy students enjoyed training on a fully functional 
simulator in a new simulation lab on campus thanks to a donation by 
Cape Fear Valley Health System’s Radiation Therapy Department. The 
simulator, which normally carries a $600,000-price tag, was donated to 
PCC by Cape Fear Valley in the spring of 2008. It had been in storage 
until the Herman Simon Building opened in August 2010.

November 2010
The PCC Foundation held the annual President’s Reception to show 
appreciation to supporters and recognize special alumni and donors 
with awards. Held at Rock Springs Center, the event featured remarks 
from President G. Dennis Massey, who said the college is “shining 
as a destination for training and education” as it approaches its 50th 
Anniversary.

November 2010
The PCC Foundation’s Down East Holiday Show took place at the 
Greenville Convention Center. More than 9,000 attended, helping raise 
nearly $80,000 for student scholarships and educational activities.

November 2010
PCC saluted the nation’s veterans with a program in the Goess Student 
Center that featured music by the college’s own Jeff Ramey and remarks 
from Dr. Steve Duncan, assistant vice chancellor at ECU.

November 2010
The college was well represented for a dedication event at the Lucille 
Gorham Intergenerational Center (formerly St. Gabriel’s Catholic Church) 
in Greenville.

December 2010
Student Ambassadors wrapped up their annual service project having 
far exceeded their original fundraising goal of $1,400. The fundraising 
success allowed them to present $1,350 checks to representatives from 
Greenville’s Rocking Horse Ranch and the Pitt County Special Olympics 
for a total of $2,700 raised. 

December 2010
PCC administrators broke ground at the future site of three new buildings 
on the west side of campus. At a cost of approximately $28 million, the 
college will build a new academic classroom facility, a construction and 
industrial technology building, and a new maintenance headquarters on 
property formerly known as the Bowen Farm.

2011

The beginning of 2011 brought 
with it many celebrations 
to commemorate the 50th 
Anniversary of the founding of 
what is now Pitt Community 
College. Below is a summary of 
many of the celebratory events:

Throughout the year, members of 
the PCC Speakers Bureau made 
presentations to community and 
civic organizations throughout the 
county. They shared documentary 
photographs as well as an oral 
history of PCC.

March 2011
PCC employees and community members gathered at the Greenville 
Convention Center for an Anniversary Celebration. A commemorative 
video was shown, as well as a performance by PCC volunteers called 
“Dancing Through the Decades.” Also during the event, a special 
presentation was made by a Chinese delegation from Wuxi Institute of 

April 2010
The April 2010 edition of US Airways Magazine—the airline’s in-flight 
publication—featured Greenville and contained photos and information 
about PCC.

June 2010
A new TV Show, PCC InSight, aired on Greenville Cable Channel 7 and 
103.7 FM radio airing each Monday night at 6:00 pm. The programs were 

hosted by Levy 
Brown and 
Ashley Smith. 
Andre Gregory 
replaced Levy 
Brown in 2011. 
The show 
featured PCC 
employees 
describing 
their strong 
efforts to 
engage 
students and 
the community. 

June 2010
Members of the College’s Amateur Radio Club took part in a 24-hour 
Field Day event, which began on June 26, behind the Robert Lee Humber 
Building. Pitt Community College “hams” were among thousands of 
amateur radio operators across the nation demonstrating their emergency 
communication capabilities during the American Radio Relay League’s 
(ARRL) annual Field Day. The Field Day offered the opportunity for the 
public to meet and talk with PCC ham radio operators and learn more 
about amateur radio. Operators created temporary, emergency sites just as 
they would in the event of a real emergency

June 2010
The college added alternative energy coursework (Photovoltaic Systems) 
to its Electrical/Electronics Technology curriculum as part of an overall 
effort to emphasize sustainable housing through CIT offerings.

July 2010
A 48 percent increase in the number of financial aid applications for 
fall semester flooded the Financial Aid office. Director of Enrollment 
Management Joanne Ceres said the college received 9,354 financial aid 
applications as of July 28 compared to 4,839 at the same point last year.

July 2010
Jeff Robinson, Director of Public Safety Programs, reported that the 
college has created a new management development program for local law 
enforcement personnel.

July 2010
PCC’s nursing program welcomed its largest incoming class ever for New 
Nursing Student Orientation. With the opening of the Herman Simon 
Building in the fall, the program increased enrollment capacity from 150 
students to 200.

August 2010
On August 6, the much anticipated Herman Simon Building, a massive 
34,000 square-foot addition to the Health Sciences facility, was dedicated. 
More than 150 people attended the ceremony at the Goess Student Center. 
It was the next addition to PCC’s campus after the Goess Student Center 
and marked the first building paid for by capital campaign funding in 
PCC’s near 50-year history. As a part of the event, the PCC Foundation 
displayed its first “Wall of Honor” plaque and 22 room plaques 
recognizing donors who supported the “Futures First” capital campaign. 

August 2010
PCC welcomed international students to campus with a special reception 
in the Goess Student Center. The PCC International Club-sponsored event 
had a Caribbean island theme and featured presentations by international 
students, a musical performance and international cuisine.

September 2010
The NC Community College System announced that PCC was one of 
41 North Carolina community colleges that received funding to support 
programs geared toward creating success among minority males.

September 2010
Wendy Perrini, department chair of the Occupational Therapy and 
Therapeutic Massage programs, discussed her experience in Haiti as part 
of a team that provided physical and occupational rehabilitation services 
for victims of the earthquake that devastated the country in January.

October 2010
The Fifth Annual Greenville Area Green Building and Solar Tour kicked 

Therapeutic Massage students pose for a photo with Santa at the 2010 Down East 
Holiday Show.
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Technology, who were special guests for the evening. Wuxi Vice President 
Cao Jianlin congratulated Pitt on 50 years of academic excellence and 
presented the school with a sculpture on behalf of his institution.

March 2011
PCC volunteers honored Literacy Day by reading to others throughout the 
county.

March 2011
Employees were invited to a campus reception in the Goess Student 
Center.

March 2011
On March 16, 2011 during Spring Fling, students got in on the celebration 
with music, food, and the burying of a time capsule.

March 2011
On March 17, 2011, PCC hosted the 
Business After Hours for all Pitt County 
Chambers of Commerce in the Goess 
Student Center. On the same date, the 
Arts and Sciences Division hosted an art 
reception and dedicated a new piece of 
sculpture on campus. The stainless steel 
and bronze sculpture, titled “A Moment 
of Discovery,” was created by Hanna 
Jubran, a native of Isreal and the ECU 
Sculpture Department’s area coordinator.

March 2011
On March 18, 2011, current and former 
PCC Student Ambassadors gathered 
for a reunion to celebrate PCC’s 
50th Anniversary as well as the 19th 
Anniversary of the Ambassador Program.

Below are the 2011 Academic Excellence Award Recipients. These awards are 
presented annually to 50 students who are nominated by faculty and staff for 
academic achievement and community involvement. Each recipient receives a 
commemorative medallion that is made by our Machining Technology department 
led by Calvin Mayo, Department Chair.

Randy Collier

     A native of Wilson County, 
Collier earned a B.S. Degree in 
Business Education from Atlantic 
Christian College in 1972.  He 
earned a Master’s Degree in 
Vocational & Technical Education 
from East Carolina University 
in 1979. Collier also earned a 
Master’s Degree in Public School 
Administration from ECU in 
1985.  

 Collier’s professional career spans 35 years in public 
education. He began his teaching career as a Business and 
Vocational Technical Education teacher at J.H. Rose High School 
and E.B. Aycock Middle School in Greenville, NC. During that 
same time, he began teaching business administration classes part-
time at Pitt Community College.
 In 1983, he was named Assistant Principal at Greene Central 
High School in Greene County. In 1988, Collier became Principal 
at Grifton Elementary School. He changed roles again in 1992 
and became the Career & Technical Education Director with Pitt 
County Schools. His strong desire to be an advocate for students 
continued when he served as a high school director (including 
Career & Technical Education) for Pitt County Schools from 1996-
2001. During this time, he worked closely with Pitt Community 
College in the preparation and administration of Tech Prep Grants.
 In 2001, Collier’s focus shifted from Career & Technical 
Education to healthcare as he helped to form and became the 
Director of the Pitt County Health Sciences Academy. In this role, 
he helped to provide the opportunity for hundreds of high school 
students interested in health care careers to follow a curriculum 
path in high school to prepare them for those careers. The program 
has won state and national awards for its impact on our region.
 Following his retirement from Pitt County Schools, Collier 
served as a consultant with Pitt County Memorial Hospital/
University Health Systems.
 Collier’s civic and professional associations include the NC 
Association of Educators, the NC Career & Technical Education 
Association, the NC Association of Public School Administrators. 
He has also presented at many NC and National Conferences. He 
is an active member of the Greenville-Pitt County Chamber of 
Commerce, member of the Greenville Noon Rotary, volunteer for 
the Greenville Homeless Shelter as well as Pitt County Schools.
 Although Collier’s career has always included a relationship 
with Pitt Community College, his service culminated with his 
appointment to the Board of Trustees in July 2005. From May 2009 
until May 2011, he served as Chairman of the Board of Trustees. 
He has fullfilled his lifelong committment to the educational needs 
in eastern North Carolina. 
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Basketball
 According to early information, the first basketball team, the 
“Paladins,” began playing in 1969, under coach Robert M. “Bob” Turner. 
The first team members in 1969 were Eddie Stokes, David Underdew, 
Frank Brown, Marvin Hardy, Wayne Brown, Charlie Dildy, Henry 

Beaman, David Norwood, Mitchell 
Brown, and Leslie Saunders.
       The year 1970-71 brought the 
arrival of conference basketball 
at Pitt Tech. The Eastern Carolina 
Community College Conference had 
its organizational meeting at Pitt Tech 
in the summer of 1970 and resulted 
in a fourteen-team membership. The 
conference was split into a six-team 
Northern Division and an eight-team 
Southern Division in order to affect 
short on-the-road trips. Pitt Tech was 
aligned in the Northern Division and 
had a sixteen game schedule. 
       The 1971 the Pitt Tech Student 
Annual was dedicated to coach Robert 
M. “Bob” Turner. In January 1973, the 

Greenville Jaycees donated $200 to the Pitt Tech Athletic program. Coach 
Turner stopped coaching the basketball team in 1973, and Charles Coburn 
was named as coach by the fall of 1973.
 In February 1974, an athletic committee was organized to strengthen 
the basketball program. The goals of the club were to form a Paladin Club, 
create a scholarship fund for outstanding athletes, and support the program 
to eventually enter the junior college division of NCAA (NJCAA). The 
committee was comprised of Robert M. Turner, Frank Sutton, Dana Hunt, 
Ed Warren, Bobby Pettis, Robert Hardy and Danny Thomas. Ex-officio 
members were George McRorie and Coach Charles Coburn.
 In September 1974, Charles Coburn established a basketball team and 
had scheduled 18 games for the school term. In late January 1975, after a 
2 and 10 record, the team’s remaining games were cancelled due to a lack 
of interest by the players. Coach Coburn, after consultation with George 
McRorie, Dean of Students, decided that cancelling the remaining games 
was the best course of action.
 In February 1975, the PTI Sports Committee was formed with Terry 
Carmichael, Chairman, and Terry Jones as co-chairman. Basketball at Pitt 
Tech disappeared for a year when interest died, but it started up again in 
November 1976 when a basketball team was organized by the SGA and 
was coached by Chuck Battle and assistant Al McCrimmon, a physical 
education student at ECU. All home games were played in the old Ayden 
High School gym.
 During the years 1978-1979, Herb Dillon coached the basketball 
team. He moved to PCC after resigning as assistant coach at ECU. Dillon 

HHistory of PCC Athletic Programs

Robert M. “Bob” Turner, 
basketball coach and PCC 
instructor.
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coached the team to their first conference championship win in February 
1980 and then resigned.
 In 1980, Linwood Woodard was employed as PCC’s basketball coach 
and Physical Education and Health Instructor. He was formerly with 
Farmville Central High School. Woodard’s team had a 24-4 season. Soon 
after, Charles Coburn was named coach. 
 Coach Charles Coburn led the Paladins turned Bulldogs from 1982 
until 1994. PCC recorded a 169-151 record over those 14 seasons. 
Coburn volunteered his time as athletic director and basketball coach. The 
salary paid to the coach by PCC was donated back to be used for athletic 
scholarships.
 In 1988, Charles Coburn helped revive PCC’s Homecoming festivities 
because it could build up loyalty and more publicity for our basketball 
team and offer students more athletic experiences.
 On December 8 and 9, 1989, PCC hosted the first annual Dr. Edgar 
Boyd Classic Basketball Tournament in the A. G. Cox Middle School 
Gym in Winterville. By 1991, it involved eight colleges from three 
different states.
 In April 1990, Terry Warren, a former Rose High school standout, was 
named the first basketball player at PCC to be named to an All-America 
team. In 1990, Jimmie Mitchell and Don Hutson assisted Coach Coburn as 
assistant coaches, and PCC played their home games in A. G. Cox Middle 
school in Winterville. 
 An unusual event occurred on the evening of February 6, 1992, during 
a game with Sampson Community College. Athletic Director Charles 
Coburn stopped the game when PCC Basketball player Bill Evans scored 
his 1,075th point. Dr. Edgar Boyd presented him with a game ball and 
announced that Evan’s jersey No. 54 would be retired at the end of the 

season. Evans is the son of Mr. and Mrs. William Evans of Ocracoke, NC.
 In December 1993, Charles Coburn stepped down as head coach due 
to illness, and the roster was reduced to six players because of ineligibility 
and injuries. Jimmy Mitchell, an assistant coach with the team, acted 
as interim head coach. PCC then decided to discontinue its basketball 
program until an on-campus site could be built.
 In the Fall of 2007, PCC began advertising for a part-time basketball 
coach. Since basketball ended in late 1993, Chad Reynolds was named 
as the new basketball coach in January 2008. Reynolds, a Kinston native, 
worked at Wachovia Securities and did the coaching part-time.  None of 
the athletic teams at PCC used state funds; the money came from student 
fees and donations from the community. The coaching jobs were all part-
time jobs. The first hoops scrimmage happened October 18, 2008 when 
the team took to the floor of the Coburn Center for the first time with the 
team’s White-Blue scrimmage. Coach Reynolds coached the first year 
team to a 9-11 record.  In the second season, Reynolds team went 11-14 
overall. Two players from the 2009-2010 season have gone on to play at 
four year universities: Johnny Godette to Lee University, Cleveland, Tenn. 
and Efken Eren to Lindenwood University, St. Charles, Missouri.
 Reynolds resigned in 2010, and Assistant Coach Darrick Mullins was 
named interim coach. In May 2011, Mullins was selected as the Bulldogs’ 
head coach. A Pitt County native who lives in Greenville, Mullins is 
a 1986 graduate of North Pitt High School. In addition to serving as 
Reynolds’s assistant for two seasons, Mullins’ coaching resume includes 
nine years at the helm of the Hightower Hoopsters and five years coaching 
at Farmville Middle School.

        Charles Coburn, known to 
everyone as “Coach Coburn,” was 
born on March 7, 1947 in Pitt County, 
and graduated from Belvoir-Falkland 
High School in 1965. In October of 
1966, he entered the US Navy and 
served in Vietnam from 1967-69. 
On July 2, 1969 he was critically 
wounded by a mortar explosion from 
which he lost his right arm. He spent 
nine months in the Philadelphia 

Naval Hospital recuperating. He retired from the Navy on April 11, 1970 
and entered Pitt Technical Institute in the Fall of 1970. He received an 
Associate Degree in Business Administration in 1973.
 Coburn played basketball at Pitt Technical Institute from 1971 to 
1973 under Coach Robert Turner. Turner left Pitt Technical Institute after 
the 1972-73 season and recommended Coburn for the coaching position. 
He was approved for the coaching position and coached from 1973-1975. 
After the 1975 season, he resigned and moved to Texas.
 Coburn played semi-pro baseball from 1970-75. He played with the 
Jolly Giants from 1970-73. He managed and played with the Farmville 
Brewers from 1973-75. He also played men’s slow pitch softball for 
several years. He attended the Bill Kinamon Umpire School in 1979.
 While in Texas, he officiated at basketball and baseball games until 
he returned to North Carolina in 1982. He was re-instated as the Pitt 
Community College Basketball coach in 1982. Coach Coburn retired in 
late 1993 due to health reasons. All of Coach Coburn’s 14 years of work at 
Pitt Community College was done as a full-time volunteer. Even at a value 
of a minimum wage salary, Coach Coburn contributed more than $100,000 
in time and service to the College.
 Coach Coburn established the Athletic Director’s position and held 
it for 10 years and served as Student Activity Director for four years. He 
coached women’s softball for three years, was substitute coach for golf 
and tennis for several years, and recruited for the College at night and on 
weekends for many years. He also created the Pitt Community College 
Homecoming, established the Pitt Community College Queen and Pitt 
Community College Cheerleaders. On a personal level, Coach Coburn 
transported teams, provided laundry service for uniforms, and counseled 
countless athletes.
 Coach Coburn was very active in community service coaching Little 
League Baseball in Greenville 1970-75, umpiring Babe Ruth, high school 
and college baseball, and officiating in Junior High and High School 
volleyball and basketball.  He coached Senior Babe Ruth in Greenville and 
established the Pitt County Babe Ruth Umpire Association in 1990. He 
had the honor of umpiring the Dixie Boys World Series in Nachadoches, 
TX in 1983; umpired the Babe Ruth World Series in Houma, LA in 1992 
and the Babe Ruth World Series in Springsdale, AK in 1993. He was 
also a lifetime member of DAV, member of the PTA, and he spoke often 

to school classes about adapting to disabilities and having sensitivity to 
people with disabilities.
 Coach Coburn received a Certificate of Appreciation from Gov. Bob 
Martin in 1988 for his volunteer service to the State of North Carolina and 
he received the Pitt Community College Distinguished Service Award in 
May 1994.
 The Charles Coburn Center was dedicated to him on August 27, 2000 
with the presentation of his portrait. The Charles Coburn Center contains 
a multi-purpose training center and gym, the recreation and intramural 
sports office, and the home court of the PCC Lady Bulldogs Volleyball 
team.
 Coach Coburn still volunteers for the Pitt Community College 
Foundation events whenever possible.

PTI Paladins 1971-1972 (l to r): 1st row - David Underdue, Marvin Hardy, David 
Norwood. 2nd row - Eddie Stokes, Charlie Dildy, Mitchel Brown, Frank Brown. 
3rd row - Leslie Saunders, Charles Coburn, Wayne Brown, Henry Beamon.

Pitt Tech basketball team, tied for the lead of the 1971 Eastern Carolina 
Conference.

Charles Coburn

Pitt Community College, coached by Charles Coburn, plays UNC Tarheel’s Junior 
Varsity basketball team in 1985...and PCC won!
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Baseball
 In 1993, Dr. Charles Russell named Darrell Hignite as Chair of the 
PCC Athletic Boosters Club.  It was Hignite who several years before 
approached Dr. Russell about forming a baseball team at PCC. Russell told 
Hignite that there were three things he needed: “finances, a facility and 
a head coach.” “Nothing’s cheap” said Hignite, “It takes a lot of money 
to start the program. But one of the biggest advantages we have working 
with PCC is it’s a technical institute. The students will be building the 
stadium. In other words, the students in the masonry class will be laying 
the bricks and block. The carpenters will be building the press box. The 
electricians will do the wiring and the plumbers will do the plumbing.”
 The PCC administration announced the beginning of the College’s 
baseball program at a news conference and reception held on November 
17, 1993 in the student lounge in the Vernon White Building. The baseball 
program was to begin its first season of play during the Spring of 1995. 
The College would participate in the National Junior College Athletic 
Association (NJCAA) Division I. At the reception, PCC President, Dr. 
Charles E. Russell, expressed thanks to the local fans who had developed 
a plan to begin the baseball program and to raise funds for a baseball 
stadium. The Bulldogs, the new team nickname, was selected by more 
than 4,900 students at PCC. PCC Athletic Director Charles Coburn 
announced that an interim coach would be hired for the baseball program.
 The first annual Baseball Benefit banquet was held on January 13, 
1994 at the Pitt County Shrine Club. Tickets were $50.00 each with all the 
proceeds going to the PCC baseball program building fund.
 By May 1994, about $80,000 had been raised for the new baseball 
program. The majority of the money was used to prepare the ball 
field and for the construction of bleachers and dugouts.  They had 
already sold signs to 15 businesses that would hang in the outfield at 
$350 apiece for a period of three years.
 George F. Whitfield joined the PCC staff on June 1, 1994 as 
part-time Athletic Director and baseball coach. He had 34 years of 
coaching experience. He came from Mt. Olive College as athletic 
director and professor of Physical Education. Coach Whitfield also 
served as Director of the Wayne County Baseball Clinic for 22 
years and served several months as the Assistant General Manager 
of the Kinston Indians. Holding an impressive coaching record of 
920 wins when he came to PCC, Coach Whitfield earned numerous 
awards and recognitions throughout his career. His office was in 
Trailer 14.
 In September 1994, the Board of Trustees approved the 
establishment of an athletic booster club organization for the new 
baseball program. On November 1, 1994, the newly formed Bulldog 
Booster Club held their first meeting and planned to raise $100,000 
by January 15, 1995. It had its inaugural meeting on January 31, 
1995 with a nice crowd of local residents and businessmen and PCC 
faculty members. They officially started their capital fund drive on 
February 1, 1995 to generate funds to enable PCC to start a baseball 
program.

 The inaugural Joe West-PCC Benefit Golf 
Tournament was held on October 24, 1994 at Brook 
Valley Country Club. Some of the celebrities that 
participated in the Tournament were former NC State 
and Philadelphia Eagles quarterback, Roman Gabriel; 
former New York Yankees player and manager, 
Bucky Dent; professional golfers, Greg Parker and 
wife Katie-Peterson Parker; Major League Baseball 
Hall of Famer, Gaylord Perry; former Major League 
baseball players, Randy Jones, Al Hrabosky and 
Hose Oquendo; Major League baseball players Bret 
Haberhagen and Hubbie Brooks; Baltimore Orioles 
hitting coach, Greg Biagini; and country singer, 
Johnny Lee. The Tournament raised about $10,000 for 
the baseball program.
 The groundbreaking for the baseball field was 
held on April 26, 1995, and recruiting for baseball 
began in the Spring of 1995. In August 1995, the 
Trustees announced that the baseball complex being 
built off Reedy Branch Road would be called Minges-
Overton Field. The Max Minges family donated 
$50,000 and the Parker Overton family donated $25,000 to the program. 
When baseball practice began in early September 1995, PCC had 30 
players on scholarship and 20 more walk-on players vying for a spot on 
the team. The Bulldogs played a 13-game fall schedule with home games 
at Guy Smith Stadium and ECU’s Harrington Field. The first official game 
was held September 17, 1995 against Methodist College at Guy Smith 
Stadium.
 In January 1997, George F. Whitfield, head coach and athletics 
director, stepped down for health and personal reasons. Monte Little was 
named as interim coach. On February 18, 1997, Monte Little was named 
by PCC as the head coach. Little coached at ECU from 1971-79 and was 
the Pirates’ Head Coach from 1977-79. Little, along with three volunteer 
assistant coaches, Bryan Smith, Eddie Louser and Chip Hodges, worked 
hard on the new field and improving the skills of the PCC players. On 
March 9, 1997, the PCC Bulldogs christened the new Minges-Overton 
Field in a winning game against Raritan Valley Community College.
 On a rain soaked Sunday, April 27, 1997, the new Minges-Overton 
Baseball Field was formally dedicated between games of a doubleheader 
sweep of Wilkes Community College. Monte Little, head coach at PCC, 
and Phil Dixon, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, presented the families 
of Parker Overton and Max Minges with an autographed baseball and Pitt 
Community College hat enclosed in a glass case. E. R. Lewis Construction 
Company provided in-kind work to turn a cornfield into a baseball 
diamond. PCC classes chipped in to build dugouts.
 By 1997, Darrell Hignite, former Chairman of the PCC Athletic 
Boosters Club, was named Sports Information Director for PCC. In 
November 1997, Hignite was head of PCTV, Pitt County Television, a new 
local cable station broadcast on Multimedia Cablevision.
 By 2000, Robert P. Tallo was named Director of Athletics at PCC. 
In the Spring of 2005, the college announced an aggressive campaign to 

make improvements at the Minges-Overton Baseball 
Complex. The college hoped to raise at least $250,000 
for a new concession stand, bathrooms and a press 
box. In May 2005, after compiling a 347-126 record 
during his tenure, Head coach Monte Little tendered 
his resignation having decided to spend more time 
with his family and faith based activities. He retained 
his teaching duties as a social studies instructor at the 
college. Under Coach Little the players that moved 
onto other colleges or pros are listed below:

1997
Dorian Cameron Coastal Carolina
Jimmy Gearhart Mt. Olive College
Justin Hyde Clemson/East Carolina
Bobby Martin Mt. Olive College
Ronald Payne Chicago Cubs
Corey Scott East Carolina University

1998
Ken Conroy Chicago Cubs
Mike Giltner Armstrong Atlantic
Ben Jones Armstrong Atlantic

1999
Antonio Garris Montreal Expos
Rusty Putnam Furman University
D. J. Santiago Cincinnati Reds
Josh Stewart Mt. Olive College
Tony Stokes Coastal Carolina

2000
Freddie Bynum Oakland Athletics
Hayden Gardner Texas Rangers
Kevin Kolbeck Mt. Olive College
Lou Welben Montclair State

2004
Alan Letchworth NC State College
Lance Martin Mt. Olive College

1995 – Fall practice marks 
the start of the PCC Baseball 
program under the direction of 
Coach George Whitfield, shown 
at far left. The team’s first 
practice was held at Guy Smith 
Stadium. In top photo, Dorian 
Cameron leaps to make a catch. 
At left, head coach George 
Whitfield watches as players run 
wind sprints. 

Former baseball coach Monte Little 
(front) stands with current coach Tommy 
Eason.
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PCC Women’s Softball
 The first reference found to women’s softball at PCC appeared in 
1978, but nothing more is known about it. On January 28, 1988, Charles 
Coburn called a women’s softball team organizational meeting in the 
Vernon White Building. Coach Charles Coburn and Hal Smith coached 
PCC softball from 1989 until 1991.
 In April 2002, PCC named Tracie Wondra as its women’s softball 
coach. A Kansas native, she played for Barton Community College 
in Great Bend, KS, before transferring to Francis Marion College in 
Florence, SC. The new team practiced and played at the Sarah Law 
Softball Complex at Winterville. Morgan Batts was named as the coach 
the next season and then Burnell Hills served as head coach of the PCC 
softball program. In the summer of 2005, William “Junior” Bailey was 
named the coach. 
 William “Junior” Bailey had success early on being named “Coach 
of the year” by The Daily Reflector newspaper in 2005. In October 2006, 
William “Junior” Bailey became PCC Athletic Director, in place of Robert 
Tallo, who assumed full-time teaching duties at PCC. The PCC Softball 
team has played games at the Sara Law softball complex for all seasons 
except for the years 2008 (Boyd Lee Park) and again in 2010 (Winterville 
Parks and Recreation). The only reason that the softball team moved was 
for convenience in practice facilities. In the fall 2010, they moved to the 
Winterville Parks and Recreation fields in the town of Winterville because 
of a covered batting facility that was available.   
 Under Bailey’s leadership in softball, PCC has moved closer to a 50 
games season including games outside of our region and division. PCC 
softball has taken on NCAA Division 1, 2, and 3 programs that include 
ECU, Elon University, Campbell University, NC State University, UNCW, 
Mt. Olive, Wesleyan, Chowan, Pfeiffer, Frances Marion, and Methodist.   
 Under coach Bailey, the PCC softball team was ranked for the first 
time in the program’s history in the NJCAA poll in March 2009, being 

 In July 2005, PCC introduced Tommy Eason as the third baseball 
coach in its history. Eason, a Snow Hill native, was a former catcher with 
the ECU Pirates, Philadelphia Phillies and San Francisco Giants and later 
a pitching coach with the ECU Pirates. His assistants were T. J. Johnson, 
Mike Mullis, and Clayton McCullough. Under Coach Eason since 2006,  
the PCC Bulldog baseball team has had a record of 181-71. In 2008 the 
PCC Bulldog baseball team won Region X and then lost in the District 
Tournament in Hagerstown, MD, to miss the JUCO World Series by one 
game. Coach Eason has been instrumental in moving players onto other 
colleges or to the pro ranks:

2006
Matt Bullock Chowan University
Brett Butts East Carolina University
Britton Cole East Carolina University
Todd Jeffreys Mt. Olive College

2007
Nick Hogan Georgia State

2008
Josh Ashton Montreat College
Seth Austin Limestone College
Daniel Benner Montreat College
Michael Brogan Appalachian State
Jake Brown Georgia Southern/Oakland A’s
Lonnie Chisenhall Cleveland Indians: 1st round of MLB Draft
Logan Isaacs Wingate
Lucas Martin Montreat College
Landis Wilson Arkansas-Little Rock
Austin Wright Old Dominion

2009
Brian Allen NC Wesleyan
Corey Carver Campbell University
Grant Kelly Greensboro College
Kasey Ourada Illinois State University
Cody Walker UNC-Greensboro

2010
Nick Abrahamson Virginia Commonwealth
Taylor Buran Virginia Commonwealth
Matt Campbell UNC-Wilmington
Jeff Ferrell Detroit Tigers
Zack Helgeson George Mason
Trey Holmes Appalachian State
Pete Levitt Mt. Olive College
Justin Nygard Wingate
Robbie Penny Kansas State Royals
Mark Peterson Radford
Gary Ward Old Dominion
Brett Williams NC State University

 In 2010, the Bulldogs won Region X again and then defeated Potomac 
State at home to win the District. They represented Region X/District J in 
Grand Junction, Colorado for the JUCO World Series.
 In the spring of 2011, the brick campaign that was begun with Coach 
Monte Little and John Moore came to fruition. A large cement baseball 
was placed in front of the Lewis Field House with bricks as the laces in 
honor of players, friends, and coaches of PCC baseball/athletics.

Members of the Minges Family (Tom, Jeff and Miles, left to right) pose with the 
PCC mascot, Bruiser.

Harvey Lewis throws a pitch during the Fieldhouse dedication. In the background 
are Parker Overton (left), Miles Minges (center), and Tom Minges (right).

The Lewis Field House and commemorative bricks.
The PCC softball team won the NJCAA Region X championship in 2010 and 2011, 
and represented the Region in the NJCAA Div. 1 World Series in St. George, Utah.

Coach Tommy Eason (far right) watches his team play from the dugout.
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 PCC Golf Club 
 The first reference found 
concerning golf at PCC goes back to 
September 1986 when Mrs. Grace R. 
Martin donated golf clubs and bag 
and 300 golf balls to the PCC athletic 
department. 
 In 1989, a new golf program was 
started at PCC with Dave Martin as 
coach. The golf team in 1991 was 
coached by Gene Hemby and team 
members included Gary Eubanks, Tran 
Dean, Lee Brown, William Barnes, 
Darrell White, Mike Whitehurst and 
Chuck Bollinger. 
 In October 1994, Coach Dave 
Martin got the team together. Dave 
Martin had played on the ECU 
golf team and worked as a golf pro at 
Kinderton Country Club in Clarksville, 
VA for 11 years, and was golf director at Brook Valley Country Club 
for 15 years. The following students were approved and were already 
practicing at the Ayden Golf and Country Club in 1994. They were Bob 
Brown, Kent Carson, Chuck Coburn, Chris Coltrane, Tran Dean, David 
Doughtie, Eddie Doughtie, Chris Holcomb, Tim O’Shea, Rich Reddick, 
Jacob Rogers, Stanley Smith, Doug Walters. Prior to the first match, 
qualifying rounds were held to determine a team of ten players. From this 
group, six team members were chosen for each match.

     The golf team in May 1996 
included Chad Brown, Charles 
Coburn, Jr., Kevin Dew, Mark 
Doughtie, Ken Ormond, Jr., Gray 
Powell, III, Richard Riddick, III, 
Elmon Williams, and Jim Wilson.
       Frank Lee became head 
coach in 1997, and under his 
guidance the golf team did well 
winning the Eastern Carolina 
Community College Athletic 
Conference a number of years. 
The team members in 1997 were 
Shane Rupinto, Jason Carte, David 
Brown, Mark Doughtie, Chris 
Tutino, Rich Riddick, Lisa Noble, 
Chris Mayberry, Kevin Dew, 
Jamie Dudley, Chris Johnson, 
Shawn Owens, Ian Bollinger, 
Mike LaPierre, and Sam Sharpe. In 
November 1997, the PCC golf team 

won the ECCCAC Tournament title. This was the best finish for the PCC 
golf team since the ECCCAC competition began in 1987. The conference 
and tournament titles were the first championship crowns for the PCC 
team. PCC received two championship trophies to be displayed by the 
school for one year.
 In February 1998, the PCC golfers competed in its first invitational 
tournament since the program was founded in 1989, coming in 6th of 
11 teams at the Hurricane Collegiate Invitational Golf Tournament at 
Louisburg, NC. During Lee’s six-year coaching tenure, the PCC golf team 
compiled a 95-23 record, winning their first conference championship in 
1997. They added titles in 1998, 2000, 2001, and 2002. The PCC squad 
also won ECCCAC Tournaments in 1997, 2001 and 2002. In 2003, PCC 
golfer, Stephen Pugh won ninth place in the NJCAA (National Junior 
College Athletic Association) District V Tournament and he played in the 
NJCAA National Tournament at McCormick Ranch in Scottsdale, AZ.
 Paul Andrews from Ayden coached the golf team from 2004 until golf 
ended as a PCC sport in 2009.

PCC Tennis 
 The first reference found about tennis at PCC was when a double 
tennis court behind Humber Building was built and opened in October 
1974. A tennis team was formed at PCC in 1980 with John Cayton as 
coach. Cayton was the Health Science Admissions Counselor in the 
Student Services Division and a USPTR Certified Teaching Pro. The team 
was made up of male and female students who were enrolled six or more 
hours and were in good academic standing. The team began practice in 
late February or early March and match play went from late March to mid 
May with a conference tournament as a finale to the season. The team 
competed in the East Carolina Community College Athletic Conference 
and played such schools as Coastal Carolina, Cape Fear, Wayne, Craven 
and Brunswick Community Colleges. Non-conference matches were 
sometimes scheduled with such schools as Chowan College and Mount 
Olive College. 
 The tennis team in 1991 included Ben Harrison, George Fisher, Wes 
Craft, Paul Cannon, Tommy Murphy, Eric Jones, Teresa Stilley, Brett 
Baldree, Kevin Peters. The tennis team in 1993 included Brett Baldree, 
Dave Murray, George Fisher, Todd Mercer, Peter Rivera, Lloyd Jajadhar, 
Andy Scott, Chock Wong.
 In 1994, the tennis program was in its 14th year and was trying to stay 
successful. In 1995, the Eastern Carolina Community College Athletic 
Conference in which PCC participated, decided to drop tennis as a sport. 
John Cayton, the Bulldog’s head coach, found out at the last minute that 
PCC would allow the program to continue. The team played anyone to 
stay competitive and keep the program afloat. They played Ayden-Grifton 
High School’s tennis team, along with some pro teams and a few colleges 
that would play them. Practice and home matches were held at River Birch 

26th in the weekly poll. In 2010 and 2011, PCC won Region X and 
represented the Region in the NJCAA Division 1 World Series in St. 
George, Utah. Charity Watson was named NJCAA pitcher of the week 
four times and is being sought after by many NCAA Division 1 programs. 
Christie Brown was named the NJCAA player of the week once during the 
2010 campaign.   
 Since Junior Bailey has coached here, PCC has been successful in 
transferring players to four year universities. Some of the players that have 
moved on are listed below:

2006 Stacey Andrews, Greenville JH Rose High School:  ECU, Div. 1
2008  Nicole Jordan, Jamesville Jamesville HS:  ECU, Div. 1
2008  Ericka Taylor, Farmville Farmville Central HS:  Mt. Olive, Div. 2
2008  Amber Taylor, Morehead City W. Carteret HS:  PCC Asst.  
 Coach 2009-2010    
2008  Melissa Griffin, Ayden Ayden-Grifton HS:  PCC Asst. Coach  2011 
2009  Jessica Ashworth, Benson S. Johnston HS:  Peace College, Div. 3  
2009  Meredith King, Kinston  S. Lenoir HS:  PCC Asst. Coach 2010
2009  April Langley, Wilson Fike HS:  UNCG, Div. 1
2009  Amber Miller, Wilson Fike HS:  Coppin State, Maryland, Div. 1
2010  Holly Cowand, Bertie Bertie HS:  Barton College, Div. 2

 
  In 2010, Coach Junior Bailey 
wrote, “It has been a joy and honor 
to coach softball at PCC and to 
be the Athletic Director here. I 
have seen two teams compete at 
the ultimate event at this level and 
I have also been a witness to the 
re-newel of our basketball program. 
I have seen the volleyball team 
win the regular season title and 
have seen them compete well in the 
Region tournament. PCC has hosted 
a region tournament in volleyball 
and softball and a District tournament in Baseball. The experience that I 
have had here at PCC has been a dream come true.”  
 

Austin Hardison shows off the 
hardware and flag he took home 
as champion of the Glenn Heath 
Shipbuilders Memorial Tournament.

Athletic Director and Softball Coach 
Junior Bailey

Paul Andrews, former golf coach.
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Tennis Center on Arlington Boulevard. In 1997, the tennis team consisted 
of Pete Wright (team captain), Omar Jordan, Jonathan Forehand, David 
Forehand, Shawn Folsom, Mark Dickerson and Kelly Dixon. The team 
tried to raise money and hoped PCC would match the funds it raised. The 
team disbanded sometime after 1996.

PCC Co-ed Volleyball Team
 Known as the “The Paladins,” under coach Linwood Woodard the Co-
ed Volleyball team won the 1989 and 1990 East Coast Carolina Athletic 
Conference Co-ed Volleyball tournaments. In 1990-91 the members of 
the team included John Van Coutren, Gloria Stewart, Kyle Jarman, Craig 
Harrell, Leslie Ploetner, Chuck Doak, Tina Tant, Sam Whitten, Dee 
Barbee, Susie Stancill. The year 1993 was the last reference found to the 
co-ed team.

PCC Women’s Volleyball Team
 Called the “Lady Bulldogs,” they were created in 2000 under 
Coach Tom Marsh. Tom Marsh, psychology 
instructor at PCC, and his wife Cathy, 
were very involved in youth sports in the 
Winterville community. Marsh coached Pitt 
County’s American All Star Team in August 
1997. Marsh led the Bulldogs to the National 
Junior College Athletic Association volleyball 
tournament twice. The first team members 
were Brittany Fleming, Candace Windham, 
Sunny Faison, Stacey Smith, Connie Spence, 
Jamie Bell, Kim Harmon, Jennifer Light, 
Laura Brantley and Rachel Bergman.
 In 2004, the new coach was William 
Way. He posted an 85-50 record in four seasons at PCC, but never could 
achieve post-season success. In 2009, Tom Marsh returned as coach of 
the volleyball team. The 2010 women’s volleyball team members were 

Morghan Stallings, Natalie Salter, Courtney 
Everette, Holly Sears, Debbie Stotesbury, 
Eleni Bates, Haley Galimore, Leah Mackley, 
Angele Landry, Beth Jones, Sydney Durham, 
Anna Spragins, and Kelly Gentri. Since Tom 
Marsh’s return, The Lady Bulldogs have 
a record of  43-23.  In Coach Marsh’s first 
returning year his volleyball team missed the 
national tournament by 1 point!  
 

PCC Karate
 In the fall quarter of 1975, karate was offered at Pitt Technical 
Institute. The classes met at West Greenville Recreation Center on 
West Fifth Street from 6:00-8:00 on Tuesday and Thursday nights. The 
instructor was Clayton Tucker, third degree black belt, and the style of 
karate being taught was ShoDawn. On December 5, 1975, the PTI Sports 
Committee hosted a karate demonstration in room 209 of the Humber 
Building. The one-hour demonstration was given by Clayton Tucker and 
assistants.

Intramural Sports
 The program began in Spring of 2000 when PCC hired Jeffrey Scott 
Ramey as physical education instructor, and the Coach Charles Coburn 
Center opened. It began with basketball, volleyball, ultimate frisbee and 
flag football. Ramey was also in charge of the Wellness Initiative on 
campus for employees. Ramey is also noted for his fine voice and has sung 
at the Veterans Day event and other functions on campus.

2010
PCC Athletic 

Teams

William Way

Tom Marsh

Volley
ball

Baseball

Softball

Basketba
ll
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 There has been a long list of publications at Pitt Community College over the 
years, each trying to keep faculty, staff, and trustees informed about what is going 
on at the Institution. This small history of publications was gathered from rare 
extant copies found in the PCC archives and in numerous scattered files in various 
administrative and curriculum offices.
 The first newspaper/newsletter was the “Pitt Technical News” which was 

published in 1965 through the Student Personnel Office. Mrs. Jane A. 
Smith was mentioned as the editor of the newspaper in early 1966 and 
George S. McRorie was listed as the editor in November 1966.
 In February 1973, the first full time student operated newspaper 
appeared called “The Paladin Press.”  It was a bi-monthly publication, 
and the publication board was made up of Skip Bright, Editor; Marlene 
Boyd, Asst. to the Editor; Josie Darden, News Editor; W. E. Williams, 
Dennis Woodard, Carolyn Sladek, Larry Oakley, Steve Barnes, Features; 
Nancy Cahoon, Art; and Rayford Printing, Inc., Printers. In conjunction 
with the establishment of the Paladin Press, six journalism classes were 
added to the Pitt Tech curriculum. Jim Young, instructor of the new 
journalism courses and Reese Helms, served as advisors to the new 
newspaper. The newspaper appears to have ended within the year.
 In January 1974, “Tech Talk, An Institutional Communique” 
first appeared as a weekly institutional newsletter. The news items were 
collected by Nancy Mewborn. In March 1974, it became bi-weekly 
newsletter and appears to have lasted until 1979.
 The next newspaper “Technical Times” appeared in February 
1975 as a sporadic publication, changing staff members every quarter. 
Later called the “Pitt Tech Times” and “Tech Times,” it was published 
“every so often” by the students of Pitt Technical Institute. The first 

news staff in 1975 was made up of Mel Bunn, Anna Dail, Steve Etheridge, Steve 
Everette, Jean Harris, Calvin Harvey, Sarah Hearn, Richard House, Cecil Jones, 
Roland (Scoop) Letchworth, Stephen McLawhorn, Brenda Palmer, Susan Riggs, and 
Thomas Spruill. The advisor to the newspaper was Frieda Purvis. The newspaper 
was funded through student activity fees with a beginning budget of $1,000 
allocated by the SGA. A newspaper office was established on the second floor of the 
Humber Building to be used for class meetings and to provide an area for students 
to use during their lab hours. In November 1976, the paper began again under Bob 

McKnight as editor. The SGA made plans to keep staff over a period of one or two 
years and were looking for a permanent newspaper office through the 
Board of Trustees. The newspaper ended in 1979 as the “Tech Times.”

 In the Fall Quarter of 1975 the first issue of “Pitt Tech Co-op 
Newsletter” appeared and it was published until the Spring quarter of 

1980. The name changed to “Pitt Community College Pipeline” in the 

Fall of 1980 and appears to have lasted until the Fall of 1982.
 In 1977, the “Close-Up News” appeared, published by the Student 
Council. Kirby Smith was the first Editor and Toni Harrington, Co-
Editor.
 In early 1980, “College Newsclips; An Institutional Communique” 
appeared as a newsletter giving information about the PCC happenings. 
It appears to have ended in November 1984. In the 1980 Summer 
Quarter, the “Pitt Community College Placement Pipeline” appeared 
as a newsletter designed to inform potential employers of information 
relevant to Pitt Community College graduates, curriculums and programs.
 The next publication, “Th’ Whachamacallit,” appeared in 1983. Produced 
by Student Services, the last issue appeared on February 4, 1985. The very next 
issue dated February 11, 1985 was put out by Jim Young, Director of Institutional 
Advancement, with the name changed to the “Pitt Community College Weekly 
Bulletin,” fondly referred to on campus as “The Blue Blurb.”  In October 1988 
it changed to a three column format newsletter under Susan Nobles, 
Director of Marketing and Public Relations.
 In March 1990, “The PCC Classroom Chronicle” appeared as 
a newsletter written, compiled and distributed by the Compensatory 
Education students and staff. On September 16, 1991 there appeared 
the newsletter, “Sacs Tracks” where each issue was to be edited in turn 
by a committee, but in March 1992, Micah Harris became sole editor. In 
1992, the “MRT Update” appeared as a newsletter for the Medical Record 
Technology program.
 In the Winter of 1993, the first edition appeared of “The Paladin,” a 
newsletter for PCC students. 
 In 1993, the “Pitt Community College HIT Update” appeared as 
newsletter for the Health Information Technology Program. This newsletter 
was put out by Kay Gooding, Program Director, Health Information 
Technology Program. Also in 1993, the “Arts and Sciences Division 
Newsletter” appeared. In the spring of 1994, the Quality Leadership 
Council began publishing a quarterly newsletter, “The Quality Newsletter.”
 In 1994, “The Bulldog,” a quarterly newsletter for PCC students 
first appeared. It was sponsored by the SGA and prepared by the Student 
Services Division under Marguerite Stephens. In the spring of 1996, the 
“Alumni Bulldog: Celebrate the Past...Impact the Future” appeared as a 
newsletter to inform alumni about college happenings.
 In December 1998, the newsletter, “Pitt Community College Outreach,” appeared 
promoting the advantages of the educational resources at PCC. The name changed in 
1999 to “Pitt Community College Community Outreach.”
 In the spring of 2005, “The PCC Post,” a glossy newsletter with color photos, 
was published by the Office of Institutional Advancement under the leadership of Jane 
Power, Marketing Director. In March 2006, “Dawg Tracks” appeared, being published 
by the students of PCC under the supervision of the Student Development 
Division. The editorial board of “Dawg Tracks” included Dr. Donald Spell, 
Vice President of Student Development; Regina Garcia, Developmental 
English Instructor; and Jane Power, Marketing Director. The first members of 
the newspaper staff were Joel Carter, Cassi Linthacum, Karen Perry, Malina 
Rodriguez, David Tripp, and Nelly Wheeler.
 In 2011, the “PCC e-Post” is published electronically by Rob Goldberg, 
PCC Communications Director.

HHistory of PCC Publications
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Recreation at Pitt Tech
 By November 1966, Pitt Technical Institute, under the planning 
and leadership of George McRorie, Director of Student Personnel, 
developed an extensive outdoor recreation program. The recreation area 
was contained on a large field at the opposite end of the campus from the 
entrance to the school. Here, shaded by pines, were ping pong tables, a 
volleyball court, a basketball court, an area for horseshoes and several 
picnic tables placed around a large fireplace. It was here that Pitt Tech 
students would relax in their free time. Recreation equipment was kept in 
closets in the halls of the school and in Mr. McRorie’s office. He was in 
charge of dispensing all the equipment such as horseshoes, basketballs, 
volleyballs, and ping pong paddles and balls.
 The first school picnic was held in the recreation area in May 1965 
and was so successful that several were planned for 1967. This annual 
picnic became known the Annual Spring Jubilee Day and later called 
Annual May Field Day. The Annual Spring Field Day which was held in 
May 1975 consisted of a speech contest, a dance, a cookout, student-staff 
softball game, plus an arts and crafts fair (10% of sales going to SGA), 
tournaments in ping-pong, volleyball, tennis, horseshoes, card games, 
chess and checkers. In May 1989, the Annual Field Day became known as 
“Spring Fling.” 

 In March 1973, PTI began offering a physical fitness class for women. 
They met two nights a week for five weeks.
 In February 1991, a fitness center/weight room was opened W-105A 
(Whichard Building). Faculty and staff could use it at times other than 
the scheduled work day. In December 1991, PCC offered a low-impact 
aerobics class for faculty and staff.
 In October 1994, the SGA held their first PCC Octoberfest and Bazaar 
from 11 am to 2 pm in the McRorie Court (Gazebo area) next to the 
Vernon White Building. All clubs and student organizations were invited 
to set up tables to sponsor raffles, bake sales, craft sales or contests to raise 
funds for their group. A cookout was provided free to students, faculty, and 
staff. This annual event became the “Fall Festival.”
 In 1966, an offset area of the hall which ran parallel to the main lobby 
in the administration building (Vernon White) housed a student lounge 
made up of long tables, chairs, and several soft drink, coffee, candy and 
sandwich vending machines. A telephone booth was installed for the 
convenience of the students. This was one of the most popular areas of the 
school being the place where students would gather to study, eat lunch, 
play chess and checkers, bridge and other card games. By the summer of 
1967, the school planned to have a covered picnic area, a basketball court 
for girls, a softball field, and plans for a tennis court. Most of these plans 
didn’t come to fruition until 1973.
 In February 1998, the PCC snack bar went online and put up breakfast 
and lunch menus. In 1989, the PCC Cafeteria was called the “Paladin 
Grill.” In May 2000, the name changed to “The Pitt Stop.” 
 When the Craig Goess Student Center opened in January 2009,  PCC 
was able to offer its students their own cafeteria and grill. After a survey 
was conducted, students agreed to name the cafeteria The Bulldog Cafe.
 PCC has hosted several talent shows in the past, and in December 
2006, Student Support Services began offering students an opportunity to 
showcase their talents through an “Open Mic Night.” This event is open to 
students as well as faculty and staff and is offered once each semester.

IInteresting Programs & Courses
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Farrier Courses
 It was back in 1964 that William E. Fulford, Jr., Pitt Technical 
Institute President, was looking for courses that could help the local area. 
He discovered a need in Pitt County for “horseshoers,” since horse owners 
had to go to Goldsboro, NC, to have their horses shod. Upon investigation, 
he discovered there were only two schools in the nation that offered a 
course in horseshoeing, and they both had waiting lists nearly two years 
long. Fulford started making inquiries about the possibility of sponsoring a 
farriering class and word of mouth spread that the class might be offered. 
Ten people contacted the school to be put on the waiting list before the 
first class was even set up. So in 1964 and 1965, Pitt Technical Institute 
offered 12-week courses in horseshoeing making PTI the third school in 
the United States to offer training in this field. The first instructor was 
Frank Duff of Pennington Gap, VA, who had 40 years of experience in the 
field of horseshoeing. During the 12 weeks, classes met six hours a day, 
five days per week. The majority of the students’ time was spent in the 
laboratory working with forge tools, frozen horses’ feet, and live horses 
actually practicing the art of shoeing horses. The cost of the course was 
$50, including tuition and supplies.
 In February 1966, the PTI Board of Trustees voted to move the 
farriering class. The area which the class used at the time was beside the 
administration building, and that area was to be renovated and an addition 
put on the building for classrooms.
 In 1969, Morris H. Bray received a certificate from Pitt Tech in 
farriering. Bray was a native of Jacksonville, NC and graduated from 
New Bern High School. After leaving Pitt Tech, he attended Columbia 
Technical Institute in Arlington, Va. He then came to ECU where he 
worked on his degree in Health and Physical Education and was a member 
of the ECU wrestling team. He was hired in 1971 to teach the farriering 
class at Pitt Tech. Before joining the Pitt Tech staff, Bray had experience 
with horseshoeing at several race tracks and worked as a self-employed 
blacksmith. Bray had 12 students in October 1971. The PTI farriering 
class demonstrated the techniques of horseshoeing at the NC State Fair 
October 19-21, 1971.
 In September 1974, the farriering class was taught by Lonnie Burris. 
Originally from Morehead City, NC, Burris was previously employed 
with the Yellowstone Park Co., Wyoming, shoeing horses and driving 
a stagecoach. Farriering classes were then held on the south campus of 
Robinson Union School. 
It moved to campus in the 
spring of 1975 sharing half 
the new metal building with 
welding. In 1977, Burris 
resigned and Mr. Delbert 
Williams, a PTI graduate of 
the farriering course, was 
hired to teach in September 
1977. This was the last 
farriering course at Pitt Tech.

Art Courses
 Very little is known about the early history of commercial art and art 
through Continuing Education programs. The following has been pieced 
together from various sources. 
 In September 1967, the Pitt Technical Institute in cooperation with 
the Greenville Art Center began to teach art classes at the Art Center. 
In 1969, PTI began offering art classes in 1969 with the first class 
being Commercial Art and Advertising Design Technology. In 1969, 
Donald Sutton taught commercial art classes. He had received his BFA 
from the Richmond Professional Institute. In 1970, Kelly Adams and 
Cynthia McAllister came to PCC as art instructors and Kelly Adams later 

became chairman of the Department of 
Commercial Art and Advertising Design 
at PTI. Adams was a photographer and 
won several major awards. In 1973, he 
took part in a summer workshop with the 
renowned photographer Ansel Adams. In 
1989, Adams was elected treasurer of the 
newly formed Association of Graphics & 
Design Educators. The Department would 
hold their annual portfolio viewing at the 
Greenville Art Center, later the Greenville 
Museum of Art. In 1997, the program’s 
name changed to Advertising and Graphic 
Design. 
 Adams retired from PCC in 2001, 
and Eleanor Willard was selected as the 

new department chair in 2002. Willard graduated in 1991 from Campbell 
University with a BS in Interior Design. In 1993, she received an AAS 
in Advertising and Graphic Design from Johnston Community College. 
Willard continued her education and received an MFA in Graphic Design 
in 1996 from the Savannah College of Art and Design. She has experience 
in screen printing, packaging design, and corporate identity.
 In 2010, an Associate in Fine Arts program was established with 
Charity Valentine as curriculum coordinator. The program allows for 
curriculum courses to be transferred to 4-year institutions in pursuit of a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree. Course options include painting, metals, 
jewelry, textiles, photography, and sculpture.
 As for Art through Continuing Education, PTI began an 18-hour 
course in Beginning Art in June 1966 at Grifton, NC in the art room of the 
high school. In September 1967, Pitt Tech and the Greenville Art Center 
cooperated to begin teaching art classes at the art center. In 1968, through 
Continuing Education Pitt Tech offered a 12-week painting and drawing 
course which became so popular it had to be split into four separate 
classes. Art instructors, Peter and Gwen Jones, taught two evening classes 
at Rose High School and the Winterville High School. Later, Cleveland 
Vines taught an art class at Grifton. After this group finished their first 12 
weeks, they wanted a more advanced course. Gwen Jones taught a more 
advanced course on techniques at the Winterville High School in 1969.

Richard Wilson

     A native of Robersonville, NC, 
Wilson’s artistic abilities were 
recognized early by his family, friends, 
and classmates. Under the mentorship 
and influence of his father, he 
continued to develop his artistic skills. 
After graduating from South West 
Edgecombe High School in Pinetops, 
NC, he attended Barton College to 

pursue his dream. There Wilson studied Communications Art and 
began investing in his future as an artist. He then received a degree 
in Advertising & Graphic Design from Pitt Community College.
 Wilson has received numerous local, national, and 
international awards for his graphic designs and fine arts skills. In 
2002, he received the National Arts Club Award, an achievement 
he worked hard to obtain. In 2005, Wilson became the first 
African-American artist to have artwork displayed in any North 
Carolina Courthouse. His portrait of George Henry White, who 
was the last former slave to serve in Congress, gained Wilson 
historical recognition and can be viewed in the Edgecombe County 
Courthouse in Tarboro, NC. Richard Wilson is an accomplished 
national and internationally known artist. He serves as an art 
instructor at PCC in the same art department in which his 
own dreams were cultivated. His work can be found in books, 
magazines and museums across the country and in numerous 
private collections. 
 Richard Wilson is a visual artist known for not only his 
paintings, but also as a  “Master Pastelist.” His poignant and 
beautiful themes of African-American childhood have garnered 
him a place on the national stage of current artists. Wilson’s 
ultimate desire is to encourage the youth to achieve their greatest 
potential despite adversity, and to enrich the lives of others.
 Richard Wilson married the former Wanda Anderson and has 
three beautiful daughters.

                   A copy of Richard Wilson’s “Deep Thoughts” hangs 
                   in PCC President Dennis Massey’s office.

Kelly Adams

Pamela Hilbert

     Pamela Hilbert currently 
serves as Vice President for 
Academic Affairs at Pitt 
Community College. She 
supervises curriculum and 
continuing education functions 
including Basic Skills Programs, 
the Library and the partnership 
with the NC Bioprocessing 
Center. She holds a Doctorate 
of Education and a Master of 
Science Degree in Adult and 
Community College Education 

from NCSU, both with minors in Public Administration. Her 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Theater Education is from UNCG with 
a minor in Speech Communication.
 Since arriving at PCC, Hilbert assisted with establishing 
new programs including Associate in Fine Arts, Healthcare 
Business Informatics, Robotics /Automation Technology, Dental 
Office Systems, Positron Emission Tomography, Mammography, 
Simulation and Game Development, and Bio-Welding as well 
as various short term training programs. Community outreach 
programs and business and community partnerships expanded so 
that more training needs could be met. These partnerships also led 
to helpful grant funding for several programs. 
 Hilbert began teaching GED classes part-time for Wake 
Technical Community College in 1986 while teaching full-time 
for Wake County Public Schools. Subsequently, she worked full-
time for Wake Tech for 10 years, the last three years as Dean of 
the Evening Division. Hilbert then served as Vice President of 
Instruction and Student Support for Carteret Community College 
for over 6 years, and since June of 2006, at PCC.  
 Hilbert is a past President of the NC Association of 
Community College Instructional Administrators and of the 
NC section of American Association of Women in Community 
Colleges. She also served on the NCCCS Curriculum Review 
Committee and on conference planning committees for the NC 
Community College Adult Educators Association.
 Hilbert is president of the Greenville Morning Rotary Club 
for 2011-2012 and past treasurer of that club. While a member 
of the Morehead City Noon Rotary, she served as a Group Study 
Exchange Leader for a team in Paris, France. Hilbert is a member 
of the Board of Trustees of Covenant United Methodist Church. 
She also serves on the board of the Pitt County Substance Abuse 
Coalition and has served on numerous community committees and 
boards in Carteret and Wake Counties.
 Hilbert is married to Todd Wade and has a stepdaughter,  
Leigh Ann. 
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 In March 1969, the Pitt Technical Institute offered a 30-hour adult 
art sketching and drawing course on Thursday nights. There was a $3.00 
tuition fee and each person furnished their own supplies.
 In March 1970, a 30-hour art appreciation course was offered. 
The course covered a survey of art, including painting, sculpture and 
architecture, found in the NC Museum of Art. The registration fee was 
$3.00. Also an 18-hour course in copper tooling was offered with a tuition 
fee of $1.80.
 In November 1971, PTI offered a 24-hour silkscreen course consisting 
of (1) three hour weekly course for 8 weeks. The tuition fee was $2.40 and 
adults had to supply their own supplies. In June 1974, PTI offered day and 
evening beginning classes on ceramics with a $2.00 registration fee plus 
any supplies and materials used by the student.
 Mrs. Pam Getty was art instructor at PTI and nine of her adult art 
students of PTI had a show of their work in March 1974 in the upstairs 
gallery of the Greenville Museum of Art. All the men and women students 
were enrolled in the night 
art classes at PTI, held twice 
weekly as part of the PTI 
continuing education program.
 In September 1974, PTI 
offered Fundamentals of 
Photography. Each student had 
to furnish his own camera and 
supplies. In February 1976, the 
Pitt Technical Institute offered 
a woodcarving course. The 
registration fee was $3.00.
 In October 1981, a two-
day workshop for weavers, 
potters and painters was 
sponsored by PCC, ECU 

School of Art, the Greenville Museum of Art and the Pitt-Greenville Arts 
Council. 
 In May 1987, an eight-week calligraphy course was offered at the 
Greenville Recreation and Parks Building. Watercolor art courses were 
also offered in 1994 through Continuing Education with Judy Dye as the 
instructor.

Computer Courses
 By late 1970, Pitt Tech was touted as being on the cutting edge of the 
computer generation. Begun in September 1969, the PTI Electronic Data 
Processing-Business Program had grown to be the second largest in the 
state at the time. The program was headed by Mrs. Mildred T. McGrath, 
the only woman chairman of a computer programming curriculum in the 
NC Community College System. The courses offered included Computer 
Concepts and Systems and taught 60 computer languages, such as 
Report Program Generator (RPG), Fortran, and Cobol. The students who 
graduated from the program had the possibility of qualifying for jobs 
paying as much as $10,000 a year. This was a huge sum since in 1970 
the minimum wage was $1.60 an hour and the average wage earner made 
$3,328 a year. 
 In April 1972, two teams of data processing students from PTI 
traveled to Research Triangle Park to compete in a two-day intercollegiate 
business game called “The Executive Game.” PTI monopolized the 

competition winning both first and second places against 17 other 
community colleges.
 In March 1973, PTI offered an “Introduction to Computer Concepts” 
course.
 In February 1974, Garner-Wynne-Manning, Inc. of Greenville, NC 
donated a used Univac 1004 Computer to PTI, valued at $37,500. The 
computer was housed in the electronics lab on the PTI campus. According 
to Les Garner, secretary, treasurer and general manager of Garner-Wynne-
Manning, Inc., the computer was used by them for inventory billing, 
customer billing, and payroll.
 In the spring of 1975, PTI got a new PT System 3 Computer and 
the school offered a new curriculum entitled “Computer Operations”, 
with Larry Robertson, instructor, and Mrs. Millie McGrath, advisor. The 
course was offered because of the rise of computer usage in eastern North 
Carolina. The computer operator curriculum also accommodated blind 
students, since the computer was equipped with an input reader and an 
output printer in braille. The course began with seven students and had 30 
by the fall of 1975.
 In March 1977, the Fiscal Affairs Department of PTI acquired an 
Olivetti computer for school accounting purposes. The payroll and other 
accounting were computerized by September 1977.
 In November 1981, a $50,000 computer was donated to PCC by 
Coastal Lumber Co. of Weldon, NC.
 In March 1983, PCC co-sponsored the Pitt-Greenville Microcomputer 
Fair held at Rose High School. Many businesses set up computers from 
the elaborate to the simplest. A seminar was given on an introduction to 
microcomputers, how to purchase a personal computer, and some of the 
tasks a personal computer can perform.
 In Summer of 1983, PCC expanded its computer offerings by 
establishing a new microcomputer lab geared to novice computer 
users. Prior to this time, only computer courses designed primarily for 

professionals who chose data processing as a career were offered. In 
1986, Bruce Dolin was the audio visual technician who serviced PCC 
microcomputers and peripherals.
 Elaine Seeman came to PCC in 1989 and was a computer and 
business instructor. She won the Joseph E. Downing Faculty Instructor of 
the Year Award in 1994.
 In March 1993, PCC hired Emily Harrington as the first computer 
technical support person for microcomputers in the classrooms and offices.
 In the Fall of 1994, the Macintosh Lab in Trailer 23 opened to 
students Monday-Thursday from 2-7 p.m. Les Thibodeaux, technical 
assistant, was available during these hours to assist students with word 
processing and printing. The Lab was equipped with three word processing 
programs (Microsoft Word, WordPerfect Works, and WordPerfect), a 
laser printer, and a dot matrix printer. Under the right circumstances, 
both Microsoft Word and WordPerfect could be interchanged with DOS 
computers. Students brought in their own 3.5” disks (DD or HD) on 
which to store their data. Students wanting to take documents from a Mac 
environment to a DOS environment had to bring in DOS formatted disk.

Mildred T. McGrath

       A native of Milliken, Co., 
Millie received her BS Degree 
from ECU and her Master’s 
Degree from Colorado State 
College. She taught business 
management at East Carolina 
University, and in 1969 was 
named chairman of the Data 
Processing Department at Pitt 
Technical Institute. She was 
married to Harold M. McGrath, 

an ECU professor and had two children.
 Mrs. McGrath, whose favorite pastimes were flower arranging 
and sewing, was active in church and education circles. She 
and her husband were charter members of Holy Trinity United 
Methodist Church, where she served on the administrative board.  
In 1970, she was the only female lay leader in the Eastern NC 
Conference of the United Methodist Church. Mrs. McGrath was 
past president of the Coastal Plain Data Processing Management 
Association, a member of the Greenville-Pitt County Provisional 
League of Women Voters, and the Delta Kappa Gamma Honor 
Society. In 1971, she was elected to the Greenville City Council 
and was Mayor pro-tem. She was a member of the Mid-East 
Criminal Justice Policy Committee. 
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course on Nursing Aide Training and in March 1977 offered a 10-week 
Ward Clerk course.
 In September 1977, Pitt Tech began offering a Physician’s Assistant 
Program, the first one to be offered at a community college or technical 
institute in North Carolina.  Also in September 1977, the Board of Trustees 
of Pitt Tech approved the creation of the Nurse Assistant Program and 
the Hospital Ward Secretary Program. These courses began in September 
1978 to be offered intermittently as required.
 In September 1979, the Pitt Tech Board of Trustees approved a 
program of instruction of immured groups in nursing home settings and 
at the East Carolina Sheltered Workshop and Walter B. Jones Alcohol 
Rehabilitation Center.
 By November 1979, the Operating Room Technician Program was 
renamed as Surgical Technology. Radiologic Technology and Surgical 
Technology also moved back to campus in the Administration Building 
from the old Nursing Building next to Pitt Memorial Hospital. 
 In the late 1970s, Pitt Memorial Hospital asked PCC to increase 
the number of students accepted into the nursing program and offered 
laboratory space on the third floor of one of two towers that housed 
patients in the new hospital building. In early 1982, a major problem 
arose when Pitt Memorial Hospital announced that increasing patient 
census required the hospital to take back the 3,200 square feet of space 
that was being used by the PCC Nursing Department as a practice lab. 
According to Judith Kuykendall, chairman of PCC’s Nursing Department, 
that left the department with 2000 square feet and no practice lab, which 
was below state and health services standards. A new site had to be found 
and members of the school’s Board of Trustees asked the Pitt County 
Commissioners on May 13, 1982 to consider acquiring the former 
Greenville Home Decorating building, located on NC 11 across from 
the PCC campus. The 19,000 square-foot building could be purchased 
for $550,000 or rented for $100,000 per year. The Pitt County Board 
of Trustees turned down their request to purchase the Greenville Home 
Decorating building, but did appropriate $100,000 for building expansion. 
The college purchased three modular classrooms, and in January 1983, 
the nursing and allied health programs began occupying them. College 

PCC Health Programs

 By May 1963, the Pitt Industrial Education Center was looking 
to expand by setting up courses in the communities of Elizabeth City, 
Edenton, and Rocky Mount. Plans were made to organize a unit of the Pitt 
Center at Elizabeth City to offer vocational courses and several evening 
extension courses. Plans were also underway for the Pitt center to take 
over operation of the practical nurses training school in Elizabeth City.
  In 1965, PTI had a Practical Nurses Program unit at Beaufort IEC in 
Washington, NC and Roanoke Rapids, NC and by 1966 had an evening 
program on Nurse’s Aide Training. Nursing students were selected on the 
basis of demonstrated aptitude for nursing as determined by pre-entrance 
tests, interviews with faculty members, high school records, character 
references, and reports of medical and dental examinations.
 In July 1967, Pitt Technical Institute in cooperation with Pitt 
Memorial Hospital, began a training program for operating room 
technicians and surgical assistants. The six-month course met eight hours 
daily, five days a week. The course included orientation of the hospital, 
legal aspects of surgery, hospital and operating room policies, basic 
anatomy, care of equipment and principles of asepsis and sterilization.
 In 1969, PTI began offering a 160-hour Ward Attendant Training 
course and a 111-hour Medical Secretary curriculum. 
 In September 1970, PTI began the Practical Nursing Program with 
twenty students admitted to the first class. Seventeen students graduated 
in August 1971. Janice Leggett was named the first program director 
and Judith Kuykendall was hired as an instructor for the program. Judith 
Kuykendall became the program director in 1972 when Janice Leggett left 
to teach at the ECU School of Nursing. Linda Roberts was hired as the 
instructor, and Judith Kuykendall became the department chair. 
 In September 1970, PTI began its Mental Health Technology 
Program, one of the first in the South. It was renamed in 1977 as the 
Human Services Technology Program. The program began with funding 
support through a three year block grant provided by the National Institute 

of Mental Health and started with only 19 students. In the fall of 2004, the 
substance abuse concentration in the HST Program was implemented. In 
2010, the program served 300+ students each academic year. Engagement 
with community agencies as well as collaboration with ECU Schools 
of Social Work and Allied Health has strengthened HST’s goal to offer 
quality programs.
 On August 19, 1974, summer graduation exercises for Practical Nurse 
Education and Operating Room Technicians was held at eight o’clock p.m. 
in Jarvis Memorial Methodist Church. Seventeen students in Practical 
Nurse Education received their diplomas and three students in Operating 
Room Technicians received certificates. There was a speaker and light 
refreshments served. In the Fall of 1974, PCC began its State Board 
approved Nursing Career Option Program with 40 students.
 In 1975, Pitt Tech began offering courses in training emergency 
medical technicians. From 1975 to 1981, the college had sponsored 124 
classes in which 2,230 persons had been trained.
 The Radiologic Technology Program was started at Pitt Tech in 
September 1975, co-sponsored by the Pitt Memorial Hospital. The first 
graduates of Radiologic Technology received their degrees during formal 
exercise on August 27, 1976 in the Willis Building in Greenville, NC. 
Billy Ferguson, R. T., Regional Director, Region 9, American Society of 
Radiologic Technologists, was the guest speaker. 
 In March 1976, the Pitt Tech Board of Trustees sought to get approval 
from the Pitt County Commissioners to use the Nurses Education 
Building behind the old hospital. Pitt Tech revamped the second floor 
of the old Nurses Education Building and in 1978 moved over its health 
related curriculum and Radiologic Technology and Surgical Technology 
programs.
 In July 1976, the first class of 21 students from the second year of 
the Career-Option Nursing Education Program graduated and received 
the A.A.S. degree. The second class of 22 second year students graduated 
in August 1977. Approximately 75 percent of these graduates were 
employed at Pitt Memorial Hospital, while the others were employed by 
their hometown hospitals, private medical offices and nursing homes. In 
February 1977, PTI began offering an eight-week continuing education 

Judith Williams 
Kuykendall

        A native of Greenville, NC, 
Kuykendall attended Rose High 
School and graduated from the 
ECU School of Nursing in 1970. 
She worked at Pitt Memorial 
Hospital as a staff nurse until 
October 1970 when she was hired 
at Pitt Tech as an instructor in 
the Practical Nurse Education 
Department.

       In 1972, Mrs. Kuykendall was named as Department Chair of 
the Pitt Tech Practical Nursing Program. In 1974, she was named 
as the first Department Chair for the RN Nursing Program, a 
position she held until 1990. In 1975, Mrs. Kuykendall received 
her master’s degree from ECU and in 1995 she received her 
Doctor of Education Degree from NC State University. 
 In 1982, Mrs. Kuykendall was named Health Sciences 
Division Director, a dual position she held as Department Chair 
for the RN Nursing Program. She was Health Sciences Division 
Director until she retired from Pitt Community College in 2000. 
 Mrs. Kuykendall was a member of numerous professional 
organizations including the American Nurses Association, the 
National Council on Family Relations, and Tau Pi Upsilon (now 
Sigma Theta Tau) the Nursing Honor Society. She was a graduate 
of several NC Community College Leadership Programs.
 Mrs. Kuykendall was director and former chair of the NC 
Center for Nursing. She was appointed for three consecutive 
terms by the President of the NC Community College System to 
represent Community College Nursing Education; was President 
of the NC Conference of Associate Degree Nursing Directors from 
1985-1987; and was Co-Chair of the Eastern Region Workforce 
Planning Group (Funded by Colleagues in Caring Project). She 
was also a Certified Myers-Briggs facilitator; was certified by 
the Covey Leadership Center to deliver “Seven Habits of Highly 
Effective People” and “First Things First” training programs; 
and was advisor for the PCC Chapter of the NC Nursing Student 
Association. She was featured in The Pulse ECU Alumni 
Magazine Spring 1998. 
 Mrs. Kuykendall was active in the community as a member of 
Pitt Partners for Health, serving on the Pitt County Nursing Home 
Community advisory committee and Pitt County School Nurse 
advisory committee. She was also a teacher of parenting classes 
for “high risk” pregnant teenagers who are clients of the Carolina 
Pregnancy Center. Mrs. Kuykendall was a member of Bradford 
Creek Golf Club, Greater Greenville Kiwanis Club and Jarvis 
Memorial United Methodist Church.
 She is married to Bill Kuykendall and has three children.
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Garrie W. Moore

 Moore received his B. S. 
degree from East Carolina 
University, an A.A.S. degree 
in Radiological Technology 
from Quinnipiac College in 
Hamden, CT, and a diploma 
from the School of Radiological 
Technology at Yale University 
Medical Center. From 1969 to 
1970, Moore was a general-
operating room technologist at 
Yale University Medical Center. 
He then was an instructor and 

director of the US Army School of radiological technology from 
1970 to 1972. He also was a supervisor and general purpose 
technologist at the University Medical Center and a radiology 
instructor and supervisor at Danbury Hospital in Danbury, Conn. 
He received his masters degree from NC State University.
 In 1974, Moore served as a radiology instructor at Pitt 
Memorial Hospital. In 1975, Moore was named Chairman of the 
Radiological Technology Department at PCC.
 In June 1989, PCC Board of Trustees named Moore the new 
Dean of Students. He left PCC and served as Assistant Provost/
Vice Chancellor for Student Life at East Carolina University.  
 Moore served on the Board of Directors of the Pitt County 
Boys and Girls Club and was on the board of the NC Society of 
Radiological Technologists. Moore was appointed by the Pitt 
County Commissioners to serve on the Pitt-Greenville Airport 
Authority.
 He was superintendent of the Sunday-school at Cornerstone 
Missionary Baptist Church.

PCC Nursing Student Writes

From Saudi Arabia

The following are excerpts from a letter dated April 1991 that 

second year PCC nursing student, Sgt. Garvey Jonassaint, sent 

to Judy Kuykendall. Sgt. Jonassaint, was serving as an LPN in an 

EVAC Hospital at Operation Desert Storm in Saudi Arabia.

 “Well the war is over, but our hospital of (550) beds is 

still waiting for the signing of the treaty before packing up. We 

see patients daily and our casualties are less traumatic. We are 

beginning to function like a regular hospital.’

 “I function as an LPN working with one other LPN, two 

nurses aides, and one RN. Our patient loads vary from 20 to 40 

patients per ward. I never realized how much I learned at Pitt, 

until the first couple of nights of the war. As LPN’s are responsible 

for everything. The RN functions as a supervisor and nothing 

more. Pitt truly prepared me for this experience; thanks!”

 “I’m not hesitant to state where I went to school!.... Mrs. K, 

I want to personally thank the staff and the students for all the 

support I’ve gotten from them.....I hope to be home soon to finish 

school.”

officials said the modular units would allow the institution to maintain 
the Nursing Program at its current level. More modular classrooms were 
eventually brought in and placed beside them and this area became known 
as “Tudor Court.”
 In 1981, a new X-Ray Laboratory was added to the Radiologic 
Technology Department. In 1984, Dr. Herbert Hadley of Greenville 
donated his used x-ray machine, x-ray table and accessories to the 
Radiologic Technology Program and in 1987 Eastern Radiologists donated 
ultrasound equipment to the program. 
 In September 1982, W. E. Fulford, president of PCC, announced that 
due to lack of space, Pitt Community College had to abandon its “open 
door” policy. The open door policy was adopted 
for the State’s community college 
system and it meant that no one who 
wished to attend classes would be 
denied admission. PCC was only one 
of a number of community colleges 
which began to turn students away.  
Dr. Fulford explained that since 1977, 
there had been a 35 percent growth 
rate in the technical and vocational 
programs, rather than college parallel, 
citing nursing, allied health and data 
processing as areas where enrollment 
was cut off.  
 In early 1983, Pitt Memorial 
Hospital decided to curtail the use of 
licensed practical nurses in most of their 
departments and fill them with registered 
nurses with Bachelors of Science in 
Nursing. This never really happened 
and they started hiring most of the PCC 
graduating class in 1982.
 In September 1983, 16 students began 
a two-year Respiratory Therapy program 
at PCC that was one of only two in eastern 
North Carolina. The program, headed by Dr. 
Bruce Steinbach, began with no facility and 
very little equipment. In the Fall of 1983, 
the Pitt County Commissioners funded the 
construction of a laboratory and classroom 
for the PCC program. In February 1984, the 
program moved into a specially equipped 
mobile unit with over $60,000 worth of lab equipment donated to the 
program by equipment manufacturers and hospitals across the State. 
The program had intern training arrangements with four area hospitals, 
including Pitt County Memorial Hospital and Wilson Memorial.
 In 1986, PCC began offering a one quarter Geriatric Assistant course 
and in 1988 approved two new programs in Medical Assisting and 
Medical Sonography.
 In May 1988, PCC and Pitt Memorial Hospital began working 

together to provide PCMH employees the opportunity to upgrade their 
skills through Continuing Education. PCC counselors visited the hospital 
regularly to recruit employees to become students for Allied Health 
Services.
 In the Fall of 1988, PCC began its Diagnostic Medical Sonography 
Program and Medical Assisting Program, under Marsha Hemby, 
coordinator. The Medical Assisting Program was implemented with 
existing budget sources, but state funding was needed to start the 
Diagnostic Medical Sonography Program. The first class of medical 
assistants graduated in May 1990.
 By 1990, PCC was the 6th largest 

community college in the state, 
but because of the lack of space 
it had to turn away qualified 
applicants for the nursing 
associate degree programs. PCC 
maintained a waiting list for the 
nursing program since the fall of 
1989 which eventually led to a 
shortage of qualified nurses in 
local hospitals in the mid 1990s.
 In September 1990, with 
help from a grant from the 
Kate B. Reynolds Trust and in 
cooperation with Pitt Memorial 
Hospital and the ECU School 
of Medicine, PCC began 
four new medical training 
programs: Occupational 
Therapy, Radiation Therapy 
Technology, Medical 
Records Technology and 
Imaging Technology. The 
Occupational Therapy, 
Radiation Therapy 
Technology, and Medical 
Records Technology were 
two-year associate degree 
programs, and Imaging 
Technology was a one-year 

diploma program. Pitt County 
Memorial Hospital and the East Carolina University School of 

Medicine agreed to help defray the cost of initiating the four programs. 
 The Occupational Therapy Assistant Program at PCC was the third 
program in the state and the first one in eastern North Carolina. The OTA 
Program was accredited in January 1992 and the first class graduated the 
following August with Associate in Applied Science degrees. The first 
OTA Program Director was Barbara Pollock (1990-1993) who patterned 
the PCC curriculum after the Occupational Therapy Assistant Program at 
Stanly Community College. In 1993, the field-work coordinator, Roselyn 
V. Armstrong, became OTA Program Director. In January 1993, the 

program moved into the 
new Health Sciences 
Building (Fulford 
Building).  
 The Imaging 
Technology Program 
offered technical 
instruction in four 
component areas 
including magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI), 
computed tomography 
(CT) and cardiovascular 
interventional imaging. In 
April 1995, PCC received 

nationwide recognition when the college’s Imaging Technology Program 
was recognized as the first post graduate specialty education program 
in the nation to receive accreditation by the Joint Review Committee on 
Education in Radiologic Technology. 
 In May 1992, the Medical Records Technology Program graduated its 
first 10 students. Kay Gooding was coordinator and Sandra Crockett was 
an instructor in the program. In 1992, PCC began two new programs in 
Phlebotomy and Nuclear Medicine Technology.
 The new Health Sciences Building, named the William E. Fulford, 
Jr. Building, opened in January 1993 and was a 44,500 square foot 
classroom/lab facility, which provided space for the following programs: 
Health Information Technology, Medical Assisting Technology, Associate 
Degree Nursing, Occupational Therapy Assistant, Phlebotomy, Radiation 
Therapy Technology, Radiography, Cardiovascular/Vascular Interventional 
Technology, Computed Tomography & Magnetic Resonance Imaging 
(CT/MRI) Technology, Respiratory Care, Therapeutic Massage, Medical 
Diagnostic Sonography, Echocardiography, and Nuclear Medicine. The 
Health Sciences Division office was also located in the Fulford Building. 
As a side note, after the Allied Health program moved into the new health 
sciences building, it lacked space from day one. PCC had to request a $2 
million dollar expansion for the building before the year was out.   
 With the growth of various specialty programs in the nursing field, 
including Nursing Aide, Nursing Assistant, Unit Secretary and others, in 
1994 PCC hired Margaret “Janelle” Tetterton Smith to coordinate and 
provide instruction in these programs.
 In May 1995, PCC began offering a Health Care Management 
Technology Program. In 1996, PCC hired Phyllis Jernigan Broughton 
as department chair of Office and Health Information Management. She 
had previously been Curriculum Coordinator for the Medical Office 
Technology Program.
 In 1998, PCC in collaboration with Lenoir Community College began 
offering a Dialysis Technology Diploma. Lenoir Community College was 
the degree granting institution.
 The PCC Health Sciences programs offered in 1999 were: Associate 
Degree Nursing, Cardiovascular Sonography, Cardiovascular/Vascular 
Interventional Technology, Computer Tomography and Magnetic 
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Resonance Imaging Technology, Dialysis Technology Diploma, 
Health Care Technology, Health Information Technology, Health Unit 
Coordinator, Human Services Technology, Medical Assisting Technology, 
Medical Laboratory Technician, Medical Sonography, Nuclear Medicine 
Technology, Occupational Therapy Assistant, Radiation Therapy 
Technology, Radiology, and Respiratory Care.
 In 2000, PCC began offering its Echocardiography Diploma Program.  
In 2001, in collaboration between local industry and educators, a new 
Health Career Academy was created. The academy was a program to train 
public school students for health careers. In July 2001, Randy Collier, 
former director of Pitt County Schools Workforce Development Program, 
was named as academy coordinator.

 In March 2002, 
PCC approved a new 
Therapeutic Massage 
Instruction Program and 
appointed Candace Frye 
as instructor/program 
director.
 In May 2005, 
PCC offered a new 
Polysomnography 
Program, also known 
as a sleep study, the 
first of its kind to study 
sleep-related disorders 
in North Carolina. The 
first polysomnography 
lab was located in the 
Fulford Building and 

was moved into the new Herman Simon Building in 2010. Dr. Daniel Lee, 
Neurologist with East Carolina Neurology, was medical director for PCC’s 
Polysomnography Program in 2008.
 In 2006, PCC offered a new Positron Emission Tomography program 
and in 2007 began offering Medical Dosimetry.
 In 2006, Donna Neal was named Interim Dean of Health Sciences, 
and hired as Division Dean in August of 2007. Neal graduated from PCC 
in 1990 with an Associate in Applied Science in Respiratory Care. She 
holds a BAS in Business Management from Mount Olive College and 
a Masters in Adult Education from East Carolina University. Prior to 
accepting the Division Dean position, Neal served as Department Chair 
for the Respiratory Therapy program.
 PCC consistently helped fill Pitt County Memorial Hospital’s need, 
churning out nearly half of the allied health employees hired at Pitt 
Memorial. In November 2007, Pitt Memorial returned the favor with 
a $1 million dollar donation pledge from the Pitt Memorial Hospital 
Foundation. The pledge would help build the $6.5 million dollar addition 
to the Fulford Building. The hospital also funded $260,000 in annual 
scholarships for health science students at PCC.
 In March 2008, PCC began offering a new chiropractic assistant 
course.
 On August 6, 2010 the much anticipated Herman Simon Building, a 
massive 34,000-square-foot addition to the Health Sciences facility, was 
dedicated. The Simon Building houses four nursing labs and room for 
radiation therapy students to use a new simulator to have their first hands-
on training on campus. It also houses a new polysomnography lab with 
five sleep study areas that provide a more realistic clinical environment for 
students. 

Law Enforcement Training 
 
 The Fourth Coastal Plains Law Enforcement Academy began classes 
at Pitt Tech on January 10, 1966 with some 28 law enforcement officers in 
attendance. This was the first time the academy was held at Pitt Technical 
Institute. In the previous three years it was held on the campus of East 
Carolina College. The Academy was the brainchild of Guy C. Langston, 
former Greenville Police Chief and Director of Law Enforcement Training 
Program for the Department of Community Colleges.
 By September 1967, the Police Science curriculum was approved 
for Pitt Technical Institute by the State Board of Education and the 
Department of Community Colleges. The police curriculum was designed 
to provide training and education for individuals who have an interest in 
careers in law enforcement. Persons successfully completing the two-
year course were awarded an associate degree. Two dozen courses were 
required of students in the Law Enforcement Technology program. The 
areas of study range from criminal law and criminal investigation, civil 
law, defensive tactics, traffic planning and management to chemistry, 
the role of police in crime and delinquency and firearms training. 
Equipment used in the fields of identification, photography, ballistics, and 
other specialized apparatus, including the polygraph (lie detector), was 
demonstrated and each student participated in its use. To be eligible for the 
law enforcement training program, applicants had to have a high school 
diploma, no criminal record, an aptitude for technical training and good 
physical and mental health. The two-year program consisted of 6 quarters 
of 11 weeks duration, with daily classes Monday-Friday. The average 
cost of the program was about $63.50 per quarter. In the beginning of the 
program, there were two full-time instructors – Claude D. Davis, the head 
of the program, and Lloyd F. Huggins.
 Claude D. Davis was a native of Hyde County and was sheriff of 
that county for one term. He was a graduate of UNC-Chapel Hill with 
experience as a Special Agent, a 1954 graduate of the Asheville University 
Law School, a graduate of the FBI National Academy, and served with 
the State Bureau of Investigation for 18 years before accepting the post at 
PTI. Instructor Lloyd Huggins, a native of Trenton, NC and East Carolina 
graduate, was employed in the technical laboratory of the State Bureau 
of Investigation in Raleigh, NC for a number of years before entering the 
police training field at PTI.
 The program was off to a slow start in September 1967 
when the first class was organized with only nine students. 
They all completed the first year of the two-year program in 
the spring of 1968. By the summer of 1968, there were 30 
applicants for the program to be offered for a second year in 
the fall of 1968.
 In late February 1968, a pilot training program for law 
enforcement officers, sponsored by PTI, involving “Jail and 
Detention Services,” had a three-day course. There were 41 
enrollees from nine eastern North Carolina counties. 
 In 1968, John S. Fletcher, II and Lloyd F. Huggins 
were the only instructors. Huggins served as Department 

Chairman and 
instructor of the 
Criminal Justice 
Program until 
1989. He worked 
part-time as 
Director of the 
College’s Basic 
Law Enforcement 
Training Program 
until his death.
 In May 
1969, a 16-hour 
course on Sheriff 
Department 
Personnel and 
Civil Procedure 
was held in 
the American 
Legion Building 
in Greenville. 
Twenty-two 
officers completed 
the course which 
gave instruction on 
duties in serving 
summons and 
complaints, duties in serving other pleadings and papers, time computation 
and extension, serving of subpoenas as related to the new state law 
concerning procedure to take effect July 1, 1969.
 In May 1969, the first six men completed the first two-year course in 
Police Science at Pitt Tech. On June 9, 1969, four of the men were sworn 
in as Greenville Police Officers in ceremonies in District Court. The new 
officers were: Ira Mayhue Rowe, Jr., Randy Michael Nichols, David 
Patrick Bundy, Jr., and Ray H. Early, Jr.
 In March 1984, the Legal Science Department in conjunction with 
the Continuing Education Division began a new non-curriculum program 
called “Basic Law Enforcement Academy” or  “Police Academy.” It was 

an eight-week, 320-hour course giving the fundamental 
education requirements necessary for an police officer to be 
certified by the state of North Carolina. In April 1984, the 
first class of cadets of the Police Academy graduated. Bill 
McDonald was one of the instructors.
 On the late afternoon of October 30, 1990, a training 
exercise using tear gas in the law enforcement program 
went awry. The wind sent tear gas across campus and 
into classrooms. In an attempt to prevent incidents like 
this, PCC requested $525,040 from the Pitt County 
Commissioners in the 1990-91 budget to create an isolated 
spot to conduct law enforcement training. The request was 
denied. Site plans were generated for law enforcement John S. Fletcher, Instructor

Students examining tire tracks from a “crime scene.” 1970s
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training and included a firing range of 50 yards for pistols and 200 yards 
for rifles and a mock residential neighborhood for simulations. Also, a 
driving range was included to teach students serpentine precision, evasive 
action and wet-skid training. Before the gun firing range was built, PCC 
used a pistol range near Washington, NC, and a defensive driving range in 
Kinston in its police training.
 In August 1992, Brady K. Davis joined PCC as Director of Law 
Enforcement Training at PCC. He managed the Police Academy, provided 
in-service training for law enforcement agencies, and participated in 
arranging the jailer certificate training.
 In February 2002, the Pitt County Commissioners transferred a 
property deed to PCC trustees for the planned Public Safety Training 
Center. The county purchased a 126-acre tract behind North Pitt High 
School in 2001 for $240,000 to construct a firing range and driving 
training facility for rescue and law enforcement personnel. The center 
was to be shared by the College, the Pitt County’s Sheriff Office, the 

Greenville Police Department and other municipal departments. The PCC 
Foundation Board pledged up to $50,000 towards the project to encourage 
future contributions.
 In October 2003, President Massey and PCC staff went before the 
Pitt County Commissioners to update them on the progress of the firing 
range and drivers training facility for law enforcement since the cost to 
build them was far exceeding the original estimates. The original estimate 
was $1.3 million dollars in 2002 and now the designer estimated that only 
the first phase would cost around $6.4 million dollars. Another pressure 
was that construction had to begin by year’s end to avoid falling victim to 
changes in the county’s flood plain rules. By November, the PCC Trustees 
decided to delay the project for more long-range planning.
 In September 2005 after more than 15 years of planning, discussions, 
rejected bids, and re-planning, College administrators broke ground 
on farmland for the new firing range behind North Pitt High School. 
The project cost more than $1.1 million dollars, with about $385,000 
coming from state bond funds and $500,000 appropriated by the county. 
The Public Safety Complex would cost about $7 million dollars and 
construction was expected to be ongoing at the site for the next 10-15 
years. In August 2006, less than 12 months after ground was broken, local 
law enforcement began training at the center’s newly-constructed pistol 
and rifle ranges. 

Lloyd F. Huggins

 Huggins was born on February 
10, 1940, in Trenton, NC, and 
graduated from Jones Central 
High School in 1958. He obtained 
his A. B. degree in chemistry 
from East Carolina University in 
1962. After graduation, he was 
employed with the State Bureau 
of Investigation for six years. 
He then joined the faculty of Pitt 
Community College, serving 

as Department Chairman and instructor of the Criminal Justice 
Program from July 1968 until February 1989. He then worked 
part-time as Director of the College’s Basic Law Enforcement 
Training Program until his death.
 In 1989, Huggins received two awards, the Joseph E. 
Downing Award for Excellence in Teaching at PCC and the 
Greenville Chamber of Commerce “Special Friend of Law 
Enforcement” Award. He was twice recognized by the VFW 
Post No. 7032 for his dedication to crime prevention and law 
enforcement.
 Huggins was a charter member of the Chemistry Professional 
Society at ECU, a member of the NC Association of Criminal 
Justice Educators, a a past member of the US Coast Guard 
Auxiliary and US Power Squadron. He was a member of the 
Trenton Baptist Church and a former Sunday-school teacher and 
youth director.
 Huggins married the former Dorothy Eubanks, and they had 
two children. He died September 24, 1990.

Jeff Robinson came to PCC in 1998 from 
the Pitt County Sheriff’s Department. In 
2008 he was named as Director of Public 
Safety Training, which included law 
enforcement, EMS and fire fighting. He 
has received numerous narcotics and law 
enforcement awards for his service.

Music Courses
 The first reference  about music at PCC appeared in September 1971 
when PTI offered a course in music appreciation. The registration fee was 
$3.30.
 In June 1974, PTI hosted a four-
day workshop entitled “Comprehensive 
Musicianship.” Sponsored by the Pitt 
County Schools, the workshop covered basic 
fundamentals of music for the classroom 
teacher. The instructor was Miss Margaret 
Griffin. In January 1975, PTI offered a 22-hour 
course in advanced piano.
 In the Fall of 1983, visiting artist Philip 
Evancho formed the Pitt Community College 
Singers. They gave their first recreational 
sing in room 105 of the Whichard Building in 
October 1983. The group was open to all area 
residents.
 In 1991, Michael Stephenson, visiting 
artist, formed the Pitt County Swing Band. 
The Swing Band was made up of twenty band members from around Pitt 
County and as far away as Plymouth. The first annual Pitt County Swing 
Band Concert was a Christmas concert.
 In 1998, the Elements of Praise Gospel Choir was established to 
expose individuals to gospel music and its various styles as an art form. 
They perform at a variety of PCC events.
 The PCC Chorus was also established in 2010 to give vocal music 
students a venue in which to perform.

The PCC Symphony Orchestra 
 The Symphony Orchestra was the realization of a concept begun in 
the Fall of 2006 when Larry Spell went to his supervisor, Sue Jefferson, 
Chairman of PCC’s English and Humanities Department. The two 

suggested the orchestra as a way to expand the 
College’s music offerings in school and the 
community.
      Larry Spell, who received his Masters in 
Orchestra Conducting from ECU in 2001, 
had been teaching Music Appreciation and 
American Music History at PCC since 2002.
     In the fall of 2007, with the help of 
Continuing Education and English and 
Humanities Department, the first orchestra class 
had 12 pupils and 45 community members. 
In forming the ensemble, Spell and Jefferson 
sought individuals with several years of playing 
experience. The orchestra was comprised of 
students, staff, instructors, and members of the 
community. Spell with his background was the 

obvious choice for conducting. Practices were held at Greenville’s Music 
Academy of Eastern North Carolina on Red Banks Road.
 A near-capacity crowd greeted the 40-member PCC Symphony 
Orchestra on October 23, 2007 for the group’s premier concert at the Faith 
Assembly of God Church in Winterville. They performed seven selections 
during their first concert.
 The orchestra gives four concerts a year at the Faith Assembly of God 
and has continued to grow with over 60 members in the full orchestra.

Larry Spell, PCC Orchestra Music Director
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Pitt Players of Pitt Tech
 In 1971, a drama course was started at Pitt Tech of which very little 
is known. In January 1972, the Pitt Players put on their second annual 
production, “Night Must Fall,” at the Methodist Student Center in 
Greenville, NC. Admission was free. The cast members included Lora 
Buck, Cathy Buck, Milly Worthington, Lewis Gurkin, Sherian Jenetie, 
Donna Campbell, Jim Fore, Leonard Campbell. The technical staff and 
crew included C. B. Landreth, stage manager; Tony Buck, assistant stage 
manager; Hilda Swain, student director; John Griffin, assistant director; 
Hank Geddy, director-designer.
 On March 25, 1972, the Pitt Players presented “Diary of a Madman” 
at the Regional Drama Festival at the College of the Albemarle in 
Elizabeth City, NC.
 In October 1972, the Pitt Players took up new residence at the Ayden-
Grifton High School and incorporated several high school students with 
the group. The Pitt Players planned three productions for 1973.
 In March 1973, the Pitt Players won a Drama Award at the District 
Play Festival at the College of the Albemarle in Elizabeth City, NC. 
The award entitled them to participate in the Regional Drama Festival 
in Raleigh, NC the following week. When the Pitt Players disbanded is 
unknown.

PCC Greenhouse
 In November 1984, the Pitt County Mental Health Department 
and PCC made an agreement to create a one-year diploma program 
in greenhouse management. The Mental Health Department agreed 
to provide a minimum of 15 students at the site of the old Pitt County 
Home located across from the Farmers Market on County Home Road. 
PCC agreed to provide instructors to the clients of the Mental Health 
Department. The students attended classes in the classroom in the morning 
and did lab work in the greenhouse in the afternoon. This gave the 
students a chance to learn all aspects of growing plants, maintaining them, 
and merchandising. They grew pansies in the winter, mums in the fall, and 
the annuals planted on campus. They also had herbs, vegetable plants, and 
flowers for sale. As early as 1987, they began selling potted poinsettias 
every Christmas. They would bring flowers in pots and sell them in the 
lobby of the Vernon White building. 
 In March 1985, Katherine C. Hammond began working with the 
Greenhouse Program becoming Department Chairman.  She did an 
outstanding job in developing the curriculum and working with the special 
students enrolled in the program. She resigned in January 1988, and Jean 
H. Charlton was hired to fill her position.
 In 1990, the greenhouse program had only one greenhouse; by 1995, 
there were five greenhouses. Jack C. Wynne, III, was the horticulture 
teacher and Department Chair of the Greenhouse Program. Jack was 
named as the Greenville Optimist Club president in 1995. He served on 
the Board of Directors of the Boys and Girls Club, was a Sunday-school 

teacher and helped raise money for the youth of Pitt County.
 In 1992, the name changed from Pitt County Greenhouse Program 
facility to “Countryside Greenhouse.” 
 After Jack Wynn retired in 2005, Jason Sims headed the Greenhouse 
Program. After Jason left in 2010, Angela Campbell was hired to serve as 
the Curriculum Coordinator. 

Students prepare seedlings at the PCC’s Greenhouse on County Home Road.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
Ms. Dorothy Jordan, President 1998

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity
Dr. Garrie Moore, President 1998

Delta Epsilon Chi
Delta Epsilon Chi is the student organization for the Marketing and 
Retailing program. It is the college division of the high school DECA 
student organization. Students enrolled in the Marketing and Retailing 
curriculum may join. No grade point requirement must be met to join.

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority
Ms. Patricia Alexander, President 1998

Gamma Beta Phi
Gamma Beta Phi is a national honor, educational service organization 
chartered at Pitt Technical Institute on May 2, 1975 with 51 members. 
Students must have a minimum 3.0 GPA with at least 12 semester hours 
completed and must be in a degree granting program. The primary purpose 
of the society is to encourage scholastic efforts, reward academic merit, 
and to foster, disseminate and improve education through appropriate 
community service projects. 

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity
Darren White, President 1998

Lambda Beta Honor Society for the Respiratory Care Profession
The Lambda Beta Honor Society is a national honor society that promotes, 
recognizes, and honors scholastic achievement, service, and character of 
students, graduates, and faculty members involved in the respiratory care 
profession. To be nominated, a respiratory therapy student must be in the 
final semester of the Respiratory Therapy Program, rank in the top 25% of 
the class, and be of good character.

Lambda Epsilon Chi (LEX)
Lambda Epsilon Chi is a national paralegal honor society established 
by the American Association for Paralegal Education. The purpose of 
LEX is to recognize persons who have demonstrated superior academic 
performance in an established program of paralegal/legal assistant studies. 
To qualify for induction, students must have completed 2/3 of the course 
requirements. The student must have demonstrated “superior academic 

performance” by a major GPA of 3.5 or better. 

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity
James Lanier, President 1998

Phi Beta Lambda
Phi Beta Lambda, a national, state and local organization for business 
students, is the collegiate division of Future Business Leaders of America.  
It was first organized at Pitt Tech in 1969 under the guidance of Miss 
Elaine Flippin, Mrs. Faye Weeks, and Mrs. Ann Byrd, instructors at 
Pitt Tech. The chapter was reorganized at PCC in 1992, with advisors, 
Carolyn Tyndall and Phyllis Broughton. They were a non-profit student 
organization devoted to developing competent leaders.  They focused on 
service, education, and progress.  Membership in Phi Beta Lambda was 
open to students of all majors.  Anyone can benefit from the leadership 
opportunities and personal development.  FBLA-PBL was the largest 
student business association in the country.  

Phi Theta Kappa (PTK)
Phi Theta Kappa, the largest honor society in American higher education, 
was chartered at PCC on March 17, 2005, and 62 members were inducted 
into the first class. The first officers were: Malina Rodriquez, President 
and Jennifer Seals, Glenn Alligood, Sara-Jean Merenda, Suzanne Gabler-
Schmid as Vice-Presidents. The first advisors were Sadie Oates and Scott 
Clinefelter. Phi Theta Kappa’s mission was two-fold: (1) recognize and 
encourage the academic achievement of two-year college students and 
(2) provide opportunities for individual growth and development through 
participation in honors, leadership, service and fellowship programming. 
To be eligible for membership a student at PCC must have completed a 
minimum of twelve hours of associate degree course work and earned 
a grade point average of 3.75 or higher. Students must maintain a high 
academic standing throughout their enrollment in the two-year college.

Sigma Alpha Pi
Sigma Alpha Pi is PCC’s chapter of The National Society of Leadership 
and Success, a nationwide organization dedicated to creating long-
term positive change in students’ lives. Sigma Alpha Pi has provided 
online presentations of some of the nation’s top presenters, authors, 
and motivational speakers as they discussed topics such as leadership, 
creating a vision, and identifying goals. Students also have benefited from 
additional leadership training and participation in peer coaching teams 
called Success Networking Teams.

FFraternities, Sororities & Honor Societies

135134



Air Force ROTC
Active in 1984, in coordination with ECU. Those eligible were all 
full-time students enrolled in a two-year college transfer or Technical 
Association degree. Students received 2 credit hours per quarter or 6 credit 
hours per year to apply to electives towards degree requirements at PCC.

AIAS – American Institute of Architectural Students
The AIAS was started at PTI in 1973.

American Association of Medical Assistants (AAMA)
Active in 1993, students enrolled in the Medical Assisting program may 
join the local (Pitt County Chapter), state, and national AAMA. AAMA 
provided opportunities for professional growth, fun, and fellowship. 
Scholarship opportunities for Medical Assisting students are available 
through AAMA. 

American Association of Women in Community and Junior Colleges 
(AAWCJC) PCC Chapter
The AAWCJC is a national organization which works for the careers of 
women in community, junior and technical colleges. It was committed to 
action on behalf of equity and excellence in education and employment 
through programs, activities, and services developed by AAWCJC. 
The PCC chapter formed in 1986 by Terry Shank, Director of Co-op 
Education. The organization ended after a time and was revived in 1990. 
The officers in 1992 were Mary Idol, president; Lynda Wilms, program 

coordinator; Laura Garris, secretary/treasurer; and Susan Nobles, 
membership and marketing. The organization is currently inactive.

Association of Advertising and Graphic Design
Association of Advertising and Graphic Design was formed in January 
1992 and is a student-operated organization run by Advertising and 
Graphic Design curriculum students. Advisors are Eleanor Willard and 
Stacy Jarrell. Each fall semester officers are elected from active members. 
All students enrolled in the design program at PCC may join. This 
organization contributes and promotes excellence in design by organizing 
and enabling trips to Raleigh for AIGA (American Institute of Graphic 
Arts) speakers, lectures and events, as well as other art-enriching activities 
and locations. This association also promotes unity among all members 
through teamwork and artistic exposure.

Association of Information Technology Professionals
Begun about 2001, the association was open to all Business Computer 
Programming majors at PCC. The PCC Chapter was sponsored by 
the Coastal Plains Chapter which met monthly in Greenville. Student 
members were invited to these meetings and to attend the yearly regional 
AITI Conference which hosted a student programmer contest.

Black and White Soul Society
The Black and White Soul Society was active at PTI in 1974.

Chess Club
The PCC Chess Club is an organization of students, faculty, and staff who 
have an appreciation for and a desire to become more skilled at the game 
of chess.

Circle of Sisters 
(COS)
Circle of Sisters is 
an organization of 
women committed 
to personal and 
professional success. 
The Circle was 
established in 2010 
and is committed to 
sharing experiences 
and resources, 

GGroups, Clubs & Councils
nurturing hopes, empowering futures and providing opportunities for 
women at PCC to learn and grow. The Circle assists women in taking care 
of themselves, supports each other, educates one another, and empowers 
each other to become professionals. All members will attend bi-monthly 
meetings focused on different areas of leadership and development, attend 
workshops, assist in community service events, plan and organize campus 
activities, and take part in leadership development opportunities. To be 
eligible for membership, students must be enrolled as a PCC student, have 
at least a 2.5 GPA, and pay annual membership dues.

Criminal Justice Association 
The Pitt Community College Criminal Justice Association is a service 
organization meant to establish and promote good fellowship among 
the members and the community as well as to encourage a high order 
of ethical standard and professional attainment. They support and carry 
out programs that further the education of prospective criminal justice 
professionals as well as assist them in becoming well-rounded individuals, 
able to make a significant contribution to the community in which they 
live. Membership is open to any currently enrolled PCC students or 
graduates of the Criminal Justice Program. 

Data Processing Managers Association  (DPMA)
The PCC Data Processing Management Association received its charter 
from the International DPMA in March 1988. The Coastal Plains Chapter 
sponsored the PCC Chapter. The first officers were Muge Topbas, Sharon 
Henderson and Guy Guthrie.

Elements of Praise Gospel Choir

Elements of Praise Gospel Choir is an organization that showcases the 
musical talents of PCC students, staff and faculty.  The purpose of the 
organization is to expose others to gospel music and its various styles 
as an art form. The choir is open to all PCC students, staff and faculty.  
Auditions are held during the first three weeks of every semester and 
rehearsals are held weekly. The organization was chartered in Fall 2008. 
Elements of Praise had their first official performance in November 
2008 at the PCC Veterans Salute. Since that time, Elements of Praise has 

Donald Spell

     Although Donald R. Spell 
was born in North Carolina, his 
family moved to Richmond, 
VA, during his early childhood. 
Spell has a bachelor’s degree in 
environmental sciences from the 
University of Virginia, a master’s 
degree in microbiology from 
Virginia State University, and a 
Doctorate in Higher Education 
and Public Administration from 
NC State University.

     Prior to his entry in the field of community college education, 
Spell served as Vice President of ElectroChematics (ECM), Inc. 
in Petersburg, VA. He went on from ECM, Inc. to employment 
as a Laboratory Specialist/Research Associate and Electron 
Microscopist in the Department of Anatomy & Cell Biology, 
UVA School of Medicine. After UVA, Spell was hired as a Staff 
Scientist with the EPA Superfund Program (Region III, Richmond, 
VA). Spell began his career in community college education 
as a National Science Foundation Grants Director at Southside 
Virginia Community College. While there, he also held the 
positions of Trio-Transfer Program Director, Associate Professor 
of Biology, Assistant Director of Continuing Education, and 
Director of the Mid-Central Virginia Teaching Excellence Center. 
While employed at Southside Virginia Community College, Spell 
enrolled in graduate school at NC State University and received 
a Kellogg Fellowship. He completed his Doctorate in 1995. His 
employment at Pitt Community College began in 1998 as Dean 
of Students, and he currently serves as Vice President for Student 
Development Services.
     Dr. Spell was appointed Vice President for Student 
Development Services in 2000.  Among the divisional 
accomplishments during his tenure are the return of the federally 
funded Student Support Services Trio grant, organizational 
redesign leading to the combination of financial aid services, 
Registrar’s Office and Admissions and Records under one 
functional group, the return of Intercollegiate Basketball and the 
addition of academic success to the mission of Tutoring Services. 
These changes and addition have greatly benefited student access 
and academic progression.
     Spell is a member of Phi Beta Sigma, Inc. fraternity and 
a long time member of the Greenville Noon Rotary Club. He 
has also served as the President for the Student Development 
Administrators Association, a professional association of all chief 
student development officers in the North Carolina Community 
College System.
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performed at numerous events including the PCC GED Graduation, the 
PCC Tree of Knowledge Tree Lighting Ceremony, the Pitt County Fair 
and the PCC Black History Celebration. Elements of Praise was invited 
to perform for the NC Community College Presidents Association.  They 
also hosted their first Annual Christmas Gala in December 2009. In 
2010, Nicole Robinson served as President; Raven Freeman, Secretary; 
and Major Roberson, Historian. Kim Waters, Counselor, TRIO: Student 
Support Services, served as Advisor.  

Future Homemakers of America
The Future Homemakers of America was active at PTI in 1974.

Future Secretaries Association (FSA)
The Future Secretaries Association was an organization comprised 
of Secretarial Science and Business Curriculum Students. The Pitt 
Tech chapter was organized in 1975, being sponsored by the National 
Secretaries Association (NSA). Members adopted the slogan, “Our 
Journey to Success,” because of the enthusiasm shown during the 
recruiting of new members. The FSA met once a month, sometimes with 
guest speakers from local businesses. To qualify as a member of FSA, a 
student must had a grade average of C or better, be enrolled in a business 
curriculum, and be a morally good-standing person. In January 1976, there 
was a candlelight installation service held at the First Christian Church, 
Greenville, with the initiation of the 29 charter members by the Greenville 
Chapter of the National Secretaries Association. 

Healthy Eating Active Living (H.E.A.L.)
The purpose of H.E.A.L. is to promote healthy eating and physical 
activity to improve the health of the body and mind of the students of 
Pitt Community College. They also seek to empower students with 
the knowledge, skills and opportunities to pursue a healthier lifestyle.  
Membership is open to all students.  

Health Information Technology Student Association (HITSA)
HITSA’s purpose was to promote HIT as a career and to provide 
opportunities for students to attend meetings/represent the HIT program 
and other similar type activities. This club is no longer active.

International Association of Administrative Professionals
Begun about 2007, the Administrative and Medical Office Technology 
Departments at Pitt Community College were associate members of the 
Greenville Chapter of the International Association of Administrative 
Professionals.  The IAAP met at the Greenville City Hall, Conference 
Room 337 on the fourth Tuesday of each month.  IAAP was a professional 
organization devoted to the career enhancement and professional growth 
of office support workers.  This organization played a crucial role in 
developing the soft skills – interpersonal skills and communication skills 
– that employers wanted.  It also gave office administration students an 
opportunity to network with professionals already working in their chosen 
profession.

International Club
The International Club formed at PCC in 1999 as the Multi-Cultural Club 
and was renamed in 2002. This club was an organization of students, 
faculty, and staff who had lived in a foreign country or had an interest 
in the cultures of the world. Its purpose was to be a support group for 
foreign students and to sponsor activities that enhanced cross-cultural 
understanding on the PCC campus.

Literary Litter Club
In the summer of 1975, Ms. Jean Brown’s English 102 class formed the 
Literary Litter Club. The club was formed in honor or Mr. Charlie G. 
(Pete) Forlines who had faithfully kept the PTI campus clean single-
handedly. Beginning with 12 members, the club grew to 24 members by 
September 1975. Each member vowed to pick up at least one piece of 
litter daily. The club’s goal was to provide a cleaner environment, place 
more trash cans in crucial locations, and produce less litter. The club met 
the first Wednesday of each month at 12:00 noon in the library.

Males Achieving Needed Unity and Progress (MAN UP)
Active in 2008, this student organization was created by Andre Gregory, 
coordinator. The organization was designed to develop character and 
excellence in its members.

Minority Male Mentoring Program (NEXT LEVEL)
The purpose of NEXT LEVEL Leadership is to equip young men with the 
skills necessary to reach the highest echelons of academic, professional, 
and personal development. NEXT LEVEL Leadership is designed to 
provide participants with the tangible and intangible leadership skills 
necessary to obtain success regardless of where life leads them; as well 
as instill in its participants the importance of civic and community 
involvement. To best achieve this goal we understand that personal 
involvement by qualified mentors and guidance from proven leaders are 
essential. Therefore all participants will attend weekly meetings focused 
on different areas of leadership and development. Students will attend 
workshops, assist in community service events, plan and organize campus 

wide activities, and take part in other activities that foster leadership 
development. Students will also be partnered with mentors as needed to 
further facilitate growth and achievement. 

North Carolina Post Secondary Agricultural Student Organization 
(PCC Chapter)
Created about 1979, the purposes of the organization were to develop 
student skills and abilities, building character, patriotism and citizenship, 
and provide activities that aid the student in finding employment. Bill 
Moore, head of the agri-business and chemicals department, was the 
faculty advisor and Tony Evans, a student, was state reporter for the NC 
Organization and also editor of the newsletter.

PCC Agricultural Technology Club
The Agricultural Technology Club was 
active at PCC in 1983.

PCC Amateur Radio Club
The Pitt Community College Amateur 
Radio Club seeks to encourage 
students and its members to explore 
all that the exciting field of amateur 
radio has to offer. Members learn 
the purpose and function of amateur 
radio in the local community, as 
well as the technologies used to 
provide communications both 
locally and internationally. Members 
also have access to the club’s 
amateur radio station, K4PCC, 
which provides access to worldwide 
radio communications using voice, 
digital, morse code, and more.

PCC Association of Educational Office Professionals (PCCAEOP)
Known as PCCAEOP, it was started in October 1998 with representation 
from various curriculum areas and administrative offices of the College. 
This group sponsors fund-raising for student scholarships and “special-
needs” drives to collect necessities for community organizations.

PCC Association of Human Services Technology (PCCAHST)
Begun about 2003, this organization united a common bond with students 
enrolled in classes with the Human Services occupational objectives. It 
sought to develop a thoughtful, genuine, and empathetic attitude toward 
human beings and to expand and implement knowledge, skills, and 
attitudes necessary to help people help themselves. The PCCAHST was 
affiliated with the Southern Organization of Human Services (SOHS). 

PCC Association of Nursing Students (PCANS)
The PCC Association of Nursing Students contributed to nursing education 
and influencing the educational process; provided programs representative 
of fundamental and current professional interest and concerns; and aided 
in the development of the whole person, their professional life and their 
responsibility for the health care of people of all walks of life. Students 
currently enrolled or accepted into, but not yet enrolled in PCC’s Nursing 
program may join as active members. Pre-nursing students enrolled in 
classes leading to an associate degree, diploma, or baccalaureate degree in 
nursing may join as associate members.

PCC Association of Respiratory Therapy Students (PARTS)
The Pitt Community College Association of Respiratory Therapy Students 
(PARTS) contributes to and promotes excellence in both respiratory 
therapy education and the respiratory care profession, as well as promotes 
unity among all members involved. Students enrolled in the Respiratory 
Therapy Program may join by completing an application for membership. 

PCC Century Club
The Pitt Community College Century Club was organized in 1999 as a 
branch of the PCC Foundation.  Joe Brittain was the club’s first president. 
The mission of the Century Club was to engage in friendship and fund 
raising to support students, programs and activities of PCC.  Employees, 
alumni, businesses, and friends of the college could collectively contribute 
resources to assist the college in its continued success. The Century Club 
provided scholarships for several PCC students and awarded a scholarship 
to a graduating high school student who was planning to attend PCC.  
These scholarships are given for the fall and spring semesters. Century 
Gold Members gave $100.00 annually and Century Silver Members 
gave $25.00 annually. PCC Faculty and Staff, PCC Foundation Board 
Members, PCC Board of Trustees, and PCC Alumni/Graduates were 
eligible to join for $25.00 annually. Full-time PCC Employees that 
were also PCC graduates were eligible to join the club at no charge. 
The Century Club met the third Tuesday of each month, had an annual 
fundraiser ‘Grillin’ and Chillin,’ an annual social, booths at Fall Fest and 
Spring Fling, sold tee shirts, held raffles, adopted the elderly through the 
Council on Aging, and had a Club Plaque of members located in the lobby 
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selected division customer maps and system principle training given. The 
PCC system map was developed. The goals of the Quality Leadership 
Council was to develop community partnerships, to provide enhanced 
outreach programs, to prepare a skilled workforce, to increase faculty and 
staff competencies, to obtain additional financial resources, to implement 
a total quality initiative across PCC, and to provide an organizational 
climate that fostered diversity.

Rotaract
The Rotaract Club is an international service organization committed 
to providing students with the opportunity to grow and serve their 
communities. Rotaract was founded in 1968 by Rotary International, 
an association of clubs made up of service-minded business and 
professional leaders. Rotaract Clubs enabled Rotaractors to grow 
personally and professionally, address community needs, and promote 
international understanding through friendship and service. Students 
had the opportunity to participate in local and international service trips. 
Sponsored by the Greenville Noon Rotary Club, this student organization 
held its first induction ceremony at PCC on November 1, 2005. Nursing 
faculty, Elizabeth Toderick, Amy Campbell and Carla Lewis, along 
with Dan Mayo of Academic Affairs, were instrumental in laying the 
foundation for Rotaract at PCC. The group wrote the club’s constitution 
and coordinated its first meeting. Toderick and Campbell served as 
Rotaract directors. The first officers were Nelly Wheeler, president; 
Christine Boisvert, vice-president; Traci Byrd, secretary; and Leonard 
Kelly, treasurer.

Skills USA-VICA Vocational Industrial Club of America
Begun in 2002, membership was open to students enrolled in post-
secondary preparatory course in trade, industrial, technical and health 
occupation education at PCC.

Society for Advancement of Management (SAM)
The Society For Advancement of Management was organized at PCC in 
July 1999. The purpose of the organization is to learn more about the real 
world of business through actual meetings, workshops and conferences. 
Faculty Advisors are Leatrice Freer and Donnie Lee. The first officers 
were Crystal Talmadge, President; Kenneth Chadwick, Vice-President; 
Bettina Strickland, Secretary; Monica Macedon, Assistant Secretary; and 
Emily Nollkamper, Treasurer. No grade point requirement must be met to 
join and is open to all curriculums.

Southern Organization of Human Services Education (SOHS)
SOHS provides a medium for cooperation and communication among 
Southern Area Human Services/Mental Health professionals, faculty and 
students; fosters excellence in teaching, research, curriculum planning 
and clinical skills; promotes improved human services to all individuals 
through greater utilization of workers at all levels; and serves members 
in their career development and career placement. Students in a Human 
Services/Mental Health educational or training program for competence in 
the Human Services/Mental Health profession are eligible to join. 

Special Services Club
This club was organized in September 1977 for members of Special 
Services. Its purpose was to enhance students’ growth and understanding 
through educational, social, and cultural activities and to promote the 
sharing of ideas and experiences.

Spirit Club
The Spirit Club was chartered by PCC on September 4, 2009 under 
advisors Happy Gingras, Mary Lee Smart and Sharon Ceres. Debra Lowe 
was head coach and her mother, Linda Lowe, worked as assistant coach. 
They volunteered their time teaching the cheers and stunts. The objective 
and aim of the Pitt Community College Spirit Program is to unify student, 
alumni and fans in support of Pitt Community College and its athletes. The 
cheer squad members enhance positive game-day atmosphere, motivate 
fan support, entertain the crowd, promote school spirit and represent 
community events. Cheer squad members are also asked to represent PCC 
at various sporting events and to serve as ambassadors to PCC at other 
selected events. Spirit Club members are selected based on a number of 
criteria. 

Student Government Association (SGA)
The Student Government Association (SGA) formerly known as the 
Student Council, serves as the student voice on campus. All students are 
encouraged to join. Officers are elected annually and the SGA president 
serves as an ex-officio member of the Pitt Community College Board of 
Trustees. Activities supported by the SGA include multi-cultural activities, 
school cookouts, athletic events, leadership training and community 
projects. The activities of the Student Government Association are funded 
by student activity fees. The first reference is found in October 1964, 
when William E. Fulford, Jr., the Pitt Technical Institute President said 
the Student Council would be organized soon and George McRorie, the 
Institute’s guidance counselor would act as faculty advisor. In November 
1966, it was announced that the Student Government Association was 

of the Vernon White Building. 
This organization transitioned 
into the PCC Alumni Association 
in 2009 with Ashley Dews Smith 
as Alumni Director.

PCC Chapter of Circle K
The PCC Chapter of Circle K was active at PCC in 1985.

PCC Chapter of the Mental Health Association of Pitt County
The Mental Health Association in Pitt County was part of the Nation’s 
oldest and largest voluntary citizen’s organization which was concerned 
with all aspects of mental health and mental illness. By paying $5 in 
membership dues, students could join in the fight against mental illness.

PCC Electronics and Technology Club
The membership of the club was open to any student, faculty or staff that 
had an interest in electronics or technology. There were no club dues or 
GPA requirements. It existed at PCC in 1997-98.

PCC Environmental Science Club (formerly BIG)
Begun about 2006, the PCC Biology Interest Group was open to all 
students, faculty and staff who wished to explore scientific topics (i.e., 
ecology, evolution, biotechnology, and medicine. The club later changed 
its name to The PCC Environmental Science Club. The Science Club 
allows interested individuals to meet and discuss scientific issues and to 
participate in trips or volunteer activities related to science topics. The 
club also sponsors debates or host speakers from industry and academia to 
discuss scientific careers and research. Members do not have to be science 
majors and there are no grade point requirements or dues. Members are 
required to participate in planned events each semester.

PCC Gay/Straight Alliance
PCC Gay/Straight Alliance is a civic and political organization that 
welcomes all students as they strive to create unity and respect for all 
walks of life. They hope to help the community become more accepting of 
differences, while having a great time. Activities have included watching 
movies, picnicking in the park, holding forums, attending rallies, and 
dining at local restaurants. They raised money for several organizations, 
such as the local Women’s Shelter and PICASO. All students are 
welcomed to join. 

PCC Paralegal Association
Pitt Community College Paralegal Association (PCCPA) is a student 
organization affiliated with the North Carolina Paralegal Association, Inc. 
Students enrolled at least half-time in the paralegal program may join. No 
grade point requirements must be met to join. 

Pitt Game 
Developers 
Association 
(PGDA)
The Pitt Game 
Developers 
Association 
received their 
charter on Jan. 
26, 2006. The 
purpose of this 
club was to form 
a community of 
people interested 
in subjects 
related to game 
development. 
By forming this 
community it 
was hoped it would provide the following benefits to members: having a 
group of similarly interested students for support; having access to more 
experienced students to learn from; a place for students to find groups 
or projects to work with; and a place for project leaders to find students 
willing to help. PGDA held meetings where topics relative to gaming and 
game design/development were discussed, as well as how each stage of 
the game development cycle should proceed on our own games. 

Pitt Paranormal Research Association
The Pitt Paranormal Research Association is a student organization 
devoted to investigating purportedly “haunted” sites. Applying common 
sense and critical thinking, if not strictly scientific methods, Association 
members attempt to experience and capture evidence of the paranormal.  
Just as importantly, Association members should have fun visiting 
locations reputed to be haunted and sharing evidence and personal 
experiences during Association meetings. 

Quality Leadership Council
In December 1993, 24 people representing a cross section of campus and 
students formed the Quality Leadership Council (QLC). The first Quality 
Leadership Council meeting was held in February 1994. An introduction 
was given to quality principles and customer principle training. Also in 
February a strategic long-range planning retreat was held. At the retreat 
the mission, values, vision, long-range and short-range goals of the QLC 
were planned out. The QLC also completed a PCC customer map which 
was developed by the Learning Resources Center staff. In March 1994, 
Orientation to Quality for Student Services was held. Facilitator training 
was given to B. Steinbach, M. Holloway, B. DeSoto, C. Stroud and R. 
Armstrong in the Health Sciences Division. Orientation and customer 
principle training was given to staff in accounting, mail, inventory, print 
shop, purchasing, and continuing education. Also in March 1994, the 
second Quality Leadership Council meeting was held. The Council shared 
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etc., (4) to serve as a source of information or guidance needed by PCC 
students, (5) to establish and maintain support for PCC administration and 
all administrative functions by providing information about programs, 
goals, objectives and accomplishments, (6) to support PCC functions, 
and promote them within the TRIO community, (7) to foster interest and 
an appreciation of education; thereby reducing low retention rates, (8) 
to identify barriers that affect first  generation and low income students’ 
representation and career progression, (9) to recognize role models within 
Pitt Community College, (10) to provide community service to identified 
community entities/issues.

Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE)
Begun about 2001, team members were selected by recommendation and 
by appointment by a Sam Walton “Fellow.”

Students of Fine Arts (SOFA) 
Founded in 2010, the Students of Fine Art is dedicated to helping 
students expand their understanding of the Fine Arts, through events 
hosted on campus and in the local and regional community. Events 

included visiting artists and workshop demonstrations in a variety of 
media. The organization encourages personal, professional, and academic 
development through education and camaraderie among members. The 
club is open to all PCC students, staff and faculty. 

Students Mentoring Students (SMS)
Begun about 2003, Students Mentoring Students promotes multicultural 
student mentoring with a focus on improving student retention, promoting 
community service, building effective communication, enhancing 
academic excellence and developing career skills. Meetings and activities 
are held on campus once a month in September, October, November, 
February, March, and April. Membership is open to all students with a 2.0 
GPA or higher.

Surfing Club
Begun in 2001, Greg Lackey was the contact person for those interested.

Twenty-First Century Explosion (TFCE)
The TFCE was begun in 2004 to reinforce the Christian faith among its 
members. The club provided PCC students and staff a basis to learn about 
biblical teaching and experience the apostolic faith. 

Women’s Seminar Advisory Council for Pitt Community College
Formed in 1981, the active members in February 1982 were Mrs. Aycock, 
Pat Burnette, Louise B. Downing, Tina Drye, Rhea Markello, Anne 
McGaughey, Terry Shank, Rosalie Trotman, Joanne Verburg, and Gail 
Wallace. They found sponsors and set up seminars. The second seminar 
held in March 1982 was entitled “Laws that Affect Women.” The event 
featured a dinner at the Casablanca Restaurant, a keynote speaker and four 
workshops. The seminar was sponsored by PCC, Pilot Club of Greenville, 
Pitt County Council on the Status of Women, League of Women Voters of 
Greenville-Pitt County, Greenville National Organization of Women and 
Women’s Political Caucus.

formed under the supervision of Mrs. Jean 
Fletcher. A constitution was drawn up and 
formally adopted. Each curriculum had 
one representative and one alternative. The 
first officers were John Jackson, president; 
Julia Ray, vice-president; Nancy Mewborn, 
secretary; Sherry Smith, treasurer; and 
William Phelps, parliamentarian. This 
SGA sold stationary with the Pitt Technical 
Institute seal impressed on it for $1.00 
a box to raise money towards student 
services. Sometime later the SGA dissolved 
for lack of interest. The SGA re-formed 
again in 1977 and at the first meeting of 
the 1977 Student Council, a vote was taken 
to donate the old SGA trailer to the school 
in return for a new office in a new trailer 
purchased by the school. Also in 1977, the Close-Up News appeared, 
published by the Student Council. Kirby Smith was first editor and Toni 
Harrington, co-editor. [See Appendix for list of SGA Presidents]

Student Leaders Embracing Education in Polysomnography (SLEEP)
Pitt Community College Student Leaders Embracing Education in 
Polysomnography (SLEEP) is an organization that provides students the 
opportunity to promote and advance the polysomnography profession. 
The organization encourages personal, professional, and academic 
development through education and camaraderie among members. 
Students enrolled in either of the polysomnography programs may join by 
completing an application.

Student Massage Therapy Association (SMTA)
Begun about 2005, the Pitt Community College Student Massage Therapy 
Association provides opportunities for students to promote academic 
excellence and professional dialogue among therapeutic massage students. 
The association fosters a spirit of democracy and unity in all student 
activities. Members educate others about the benefits of massage therapy 
and provided therapeutic services to the community at large. Students 
enrolled in the Therapeutic Massage Program may join by completing an 
application and paying dues.

Student Occupational Therapy Association (SOTA)
Pitt Community College Student Occupational Therapy Association 
promotes academic excellence and offers a means by which its members 
can learn more about the profession of occupational therapy. The 
association also promotes community service awareness and opportunities.  
Students enrolled in the Occupational Therapy Assistant curriculum and 
students planning to enroll may join by completing an application for 
membership and paying dues. 

Student Veterans Association
The PCC Student Veterans Association started in 2010 to provide a means 
of support to veterans who choose to further their education through the 
GI Bill.

Students Excelling Toward Achievement (SETA)
TRIO (SETA) was organized in the Fall of 2005 to assist and support 
students attending Pitt Community College (PCC) who have financial 
need and to promote community and campus activities. We achieved 
this through processes that included the following: (1) to promote 
opportunities and programs available at PCC, (2) to provide funding 
(when available) to qualified students and assist in identifying scholarship 
resources, (3) to serve as a volunteer recruiter and refer prospective 
students to the appropriate offices for academic and career counseling, 
in such areas as Recruitment/Retention, Career Services, Academic 
Advising Center, Special Services, Center for Student Success, TRIO SSS 

“I am so proud of our 
students and  
graduates as I see them 
in the community – 
working, volunteering, 
leading, and making an 
impact on our region’s 
quality of life. Every 
great accomplishment 
begins as a dream. PCC has dreamed big and 
acted courageously during the past 50 years. 
Challenges such as technology, funding, need 
for space, and the economy have been met 
with confidence and success even during 
uncertain times. For the past 28 years, I’ve 
had the opportunity to make a difference 
in people’s lives because I work at Pitt 
Community College. I know other faculty and 
staff feel the same pride.”   

– Leslie Dickens Rogers,
Assistant Vice President for

Student Services

Marguerite Stephens, PCC’s 
Student Activities Coordinator 
and Recruiter, is the SGA 
Advisor

“I love what I do!  Providing training and 
engaging students in meaningful experiences 
is fun, sometimes stressful, often challenging, 
but always rewarding!  It’s a great feeling 
knowing that I have had a small part in helping 
students to develop their leadership potential.  
These students are involved on campus, they 
grow as leaders, and they find ways to make a 
difference on campus and in the community.   
All of us at PCC celebrate their successes!  
This is what sparks my passion for my job.”  
  

– Marguerite Stephens, 
PCC Student Activities Coordinator

Leslie Rogers, Assistant VP 
of Student Services and Co-
Founder and Advisor of the 
PCC Ambassador Program
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Aiken, Earl L.
Aycock, Dr. E. B.
Barnhill, Kelly, Jr.
Brewer, James W.
Brown, Bob
Byrd, William C.
Cain, William
Collier, Randy
Colombo, Mike
Combs, Derek
Congleton, J. Beverly
Cox, Uran
Craft, Thomas L., Jr.
Davenport, Paul III
Davenport, R. E., Jr.
Davenport, W. D.
Dixon, Philip R.
Dixon, Valerie J.
Ebron, James
Evans, Gary L.
Everett, C. W., Sr.

Frazier, Kathy
Gantz, Joseph
Gaskins, Wiley
Hardy, Virginia D., Dr.
Hayson, Robin
Hemingway, Frank
Hill, George S.
Humber, Robert L.
Joyner, Max Ray
Kragel, Peter J., Dr.
Leslie, G. Henry
Lewis, Katheryn
Long, Charles E.
McGaughey, Anne
McKee, Richard J.
Mills, Don
Murphrey, Diane
Nelson, James A., Jr.
Oglesby, Henry C.
Phillips, Donovan
Ramey, Robert Lee

Reddrick, Raymond
Roberts, Jon B.
Rogers, A. Ray
Russell, Charles E.
Shinn, Lorraine G.
Smith, C. Leroy
Smith, Carter G.
Smith, Ephraigm H.
Stokes, Corey
Taft, Joseph M.
Tyson, William F.
Walker, Tyree
Warren, Joan B.
Whichard, Kathyrn V.
White, Vernon E.
Whitley, A. B., Jr.
Williams, George
Williams, Walter
Wilson, Barbara
Wynne, J. C., Jr.

AAppendix

Presidents

Dr. Lloyd Spaulding 1962-1964
William E. Fulford 1964-1965
William H. Howell (interim) 1966
Dr. William E. Fulford 1967-1984
Dr. Charles E. Russell 1984-2003
Dr. G. Dennis Massey 2003-present

Board of Trustees (Past and Present Members) 

2011-2012 Board of Trustees Members
Front Row (l to r):  Walter Williams, Paul Davenport 
III (Chair), Dr. Virginia Hardy, Randy Collier, Kathy P. 
Frazier, Raymond Reddrick, and Charles E. Long
Back Row (l to r): Jason Donica (SGA), Tyree Walker,  
Dr. Peter Kragel, Kelly Barnhill, Jr. (Vice Chair),  
James A. Nelson, Jr., and Don Mills 

Ballance, Tim
Braswell, Vera 
Brittain, Joe
Brown, Don Owner
Cassiano, Frank, Jr.
Clark, Hope
Collier, Randy 
Collier, Sue
Corey, Connie
Dixon, Phillip R.
Dunn, Billy 
Ebron, Jim
Evans, Gary
Everett, Susan 
Flowers, Phil 
Goess, Craig , Jr.
Griffin, Lindsey

Henkel, Bob
House, Michael, Dr. 
Kiely, Joe, Dr.
King, Don
Langston, Betty  
Laughinghouse, Chip
Lee, Charlene Ross 
Leslie, Henry
Lewis, Brenda 
Massey, G. Dennis, Dr. 
McConney, John
McLawhorn, Marian 
McLawhorn, Melvin 
Mills, Don 
Nobles, Susan Q.
Overton, Parker
Parsons, Mary 

Phillips, Mark 
Powell, Jerry 
Pratt, Steve
Rasberry, William, Dr. 
Ross, Kenneth 
Russell, Charles, Dr.
Skinner, Donnie 
Spell, Donald, Dr.
Tripp, Bobby
Tripp, Linda Lynn
Tripp, Tony
Vaughn, David 
Walters, Randy  
Weeks, Mike 
Whealton, Jane 
Williams, Walter
Williford, Curt  

The Pitt Community College Foundation
 Pitt Technical Institute Foundation was established in the Spring 
of 1973. However, very little, if any, fundraising was done, and the 
Pitt Technical Institute Foundation was basically inactive until 1987. 
In January 1987, Pitt Community College completed the paperwork 
necessary to reinstate the charter for its institutional foundation. This act 
provided the basis for assembling a Board of Directors to oversee the 
operation of the Pitt Community College Foundation, Inc. 
 Pitt Community College Foundation, Inc. is a separate legal entity 
from the College made up of a Board of Directors who have the financial 
capability to give to the College or relationships with others who have 
the resources to do the same. It is a non-profit corporation which raises 
external funds to supplement its normal budget resources to fund 
scholarships, instructional equipment, faculty and staff development, and 
other special projects that enrich the institution.

Foundation Board (Past and Present Members) 

Susan Quinn Nobles

     A native of Lenoir County, 
Nobles received her B.A. in 
English/Journalism at East 
Carolina University in 1975 
and continued her education 
with graduate studies in Public 
Administration at East Carolina 
University in 1980.  She received 
her M.Ed. in Higher Education 
Administration from North 
Carolina State University in 
1997.
 Prior to joining the PCC 

staff, Nobles worked as a news reporter for The Daily Reflector, 
served as the manager of Public and Governmental Affairs at 
the Greenville-Pitt County Chamber of Commerce, was the 
Community Relations Director of Lenoir Memorial Hospital, and 
was President of Nobles & Associates, Inc., a medical marketing/
public relations firm.  
 In 1987, she joined the PCC staff as the Director of Marketing 
& Public Relations.  She has served as Vice President of 
Institutional Advancement at PCC since 2000.  She is a member 
of the President’s Leadership Team and Executive Director of the 
PCC Foundation.  During her leadership with the PCC Foundation 
Board, PCC’s Foundation and the Institutional Advancement staff 
expanded their fund-raising and friend-raising activities to include 
successful annual fund drives, boat shows, the annual Down East 
Holiday Show, golf tournaments, scholarship auctions, and alumni 
programs.  The foundation also completed successful capital 
campaigns to enhance the Minges-Overton Field and to construct 
the Lewis Field House and the Herman Simon Building (health 
sciences facility).  
 Nobles recalled two specific efforts of her career that she is 
most proud, the development of the PCC Student Ambassadors 
Program and the development of the VISIONS and HORIZONS 
Programs.
 Her professional memberships and leadership service include 
the following: NC Community College Foundation Board 
Member, Association of Fundraising Professionals- Triangle 
Chapter, President of the NC Council of Resource Development, 
President of the NC Association of Marketing/Public Relations 
now (PRIMA), and President of the Carolinas Hospitals Public 
Relations and Marketing Society.  She has also been active in 
community civic organizations and is a member of Tanglewood 
Church of God in Kinston.
 She married Dalton Nobles of Kinston and the couple have 
one daughter, Stephanie Nobles of Raleigh.

2010 PCC Foundation Board

*

*

*

*
*

*

*

*

*
*

* Served as Chairman of the Board of Trustees

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

• Served as Chairman of the Foundation Board
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Pitt Community College Scholarships
Baer Academic Endowed Scholarship
Floyd & Hilda Boyce Nursing Endowed Scholarship
James Brooks Scholarship
Chick-Fil-A Scholarship
Philip Clark Scholarship
Joseph Downing Endowed Scholarship
Finch Scholarship
Golden LEAF Foundation Scholarship
Addie Gore Scholarship
High Demand/Low Enrollment Scholarship
Lloyd Huggins Memorial Scholarship
Dale Leary Endowed Scholarship
NC Education Lottery Scholarship
PCMH Nursing Scholarship
Peace Church Endowed Scholarship
James J. & Mamie Richardson Perkins Endowed Scholarship
Service Roofing Endowed Scholarship
George Shoe Memorial Scholarship
Beth Butler Smithwick Memorial Scholarship
Van Nortwick Endowed Scholarship
Vernon E. White Endowed Scholarship
Wachovia Scholarship
W.H. Howell Endowed Scholarship
Winterville High School Class of 1943 Endowed Scholarship
Danny Woods Memorial Endowed Scholarship

Pitt Community College Foundation Scholarships
Action Auto Endowed Scholarship
ALLIANCE One International Endowed Scholarship
ALLTEL Scholarship
American Legion Post #39 Endowed Scholarship
American Legion Post #151 Veterans Memorial Scholarship Fund
Roselyn Armstrong OTA Endowed Scholarship
Dalton D. “Skip” Bright Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Dr. Edgar L. Boyd Memorial Scholarship
Captain Christopher Cash Memorial Scholarship
Pat Chenier Memorial Scholarship
Cherry Oaks Recreation Club Endowed Scholarship
Ryan Collier Memorial Scholarship
Paula R. Davis Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Joyce Ann & Bobby Dunn Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Eastern Radiologists Scholarship
Edith Smith Edwards Nursing Scholarship
J.S. Flake Memorial Endowed Scholarship
William E. Fulford, Jr. Memorial Scholarship
Grady-White Boats Endowed Scholarship
Graingers Scholarship
Greenville New Car Dealers Endowed Scholarship
Faye B. Gurganus Endowed Scholarship
Hardy’s Appliance and Furniture Endowed Scholarship
Sandra Harrison Scholarship
Gene Hemby Endowed Scholarship
Home Health & Hospice Care Endowed Scholarship
HORIZONS Scholarships
Jane Keller Travel Abroad Endowed Scholarship

Jennifer Knight Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Dr. Judith W. Kuykendall Endowed Scholarship
R. Dudley Miller Memorial Endowed Scholarship
John F. Minges, III Criminal Justice Scholarship
Thomas E. Minges Memorial Pepsi Scholarship
Suellen G. Monk Endowed Scholarship
Garrie Moore Outreach Endowed Scholarship
Diane Murphrey “Make It Happen” Endowed Scholarship
NAWIC - National Association of Women In Construction
Roxanne Nelson Memorial Scholarship
Timothy Oakley Endowed Scholarship
Sandra Roberts Ott Memorial Scholarship
PCC Foundation Employees’ Dependents Scholarship
PCC Foundation General Scholarships
PCC Foundation ROTC Scholarship
PCC Foundation Scholarship for Academic Excellence
PCC Institutional General Scholarships
PCC Student Ambassadors Scholarships 
PCCAEOP Scholarship
PCMH Volunteer Auxiliary Endowed Scholarship
Karen Perry Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Piggly-Wiggly Scholarship
Pitt County Electrical Contractors Association (John Payne) Scholarship
Christopher D. Pitts Memorial Scholarship
President’s Scholarship
Dr. Michael Priddy Scholarship
Professional Construction Estimators Association Endowed Scholarship 
William P. “Bill” Rice Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Ricks Automotive Scholarship
Dr. Charles E. Russell Endowed Scholarship
William H. Smith Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Bill Russell Spencer Scholarship
State Employees Credit Union Scholarship
Sylvia Jones Taylor Nursing Endowment
University Health Systems Endowed Scholarship
U.N.X./NCATS Scholarship
VISIONS Scholarships
Joan Warren Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Danny Williams Memorial Scholarship

Donnie Skinner and 
Tony Tripp volunteer 
for ticket sales at the 
Down East Holiday 
Show.

Billy and Valerie Dunn 
have been great supporters 
of the PCC Foundation.

Vera Braswell, Dr. 
William Rasberry, 
and Jane Whealton 
greet shoppers at the 
Down East Holiday 
Show.

Jane Whealton and Don 
Mills volunteer at the 
PCC Fall Golf Classic.
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 Student Government Association Presidents
SGA serves as the student voice on campus and sponsors student activities 
such as athletic events, dances, cookouts, blood drives, and community 
projects. 

Billy Copeland 1964-65
Ed Watkins 1965-66
John Jackson 1966-67
Ronnie Mills 1967-68
Ronnie Nett 1968-69
Lonnie Foreman 1969-70
Larry Parker 1970-71
Marshall Evans III 1971-72
Larry G. Oakley 1972-73
Dalton (Skip) Bright 1973-74
Anna Dail 1974-75
Lonnie Rouson 1975-76
Harold (Jeep) Streeper 1976-77
Billie Howell 1977-78
Robert P. Lorentz/Kirby Smith 1978-79  
Arthur L. Best 1979-80
Grover Thomas 1980-81
Douglas Wofford 1981-82
Carroll Lowe 1982-83
Scott Freese 1983-84
Sharon Evans 1984-85
Jerry Butts/Susan Creech 1985-86
Fran H. Daunais 1986-87
Carolina Moreno 1987-88
Todd Hathaway 1988-89
Anna Barrett 1989-90
Joan Eubanks Fischer 1990-91
Addie T. Norris 1991-92
Carl Morgan 1992-93
Curtis Osbourn 1993-94
Curtis Osbourn 1994-95
Ann Pearce 1995-96
Jim Turner 1996-97
Jim Turner 1997-98
Rodney Rivers 1998-99
Rodney Rivers 1999-2000
Ben Wyche 2000-01
Jessica Thornton 2001-02
Krissy Thomason 2002-03
Krissy Thomason 2003-04
Christopher Eric Wallace 2004-05
Deborah Andrews 2005-06
Karen Perry 2006-07
Derek Combs 2007-08
La Tanya Rice 2008-09
Robin Hayson 2009-10
Jason Donica 2010-11
Jason Donica 2011-12 On April 23, 2007, the SGA planted a red maple tree near the pond on the 

west side of campus in memory of deceased PCC students, faculty and staff. In 
February 2008, former SGA President Karen Perry died and the PCC Nursing 
Program placed long stem red roses around the tree in her memory.

2010 SGA Leadership Team: (Front row) Jennifer Dudley, Public Information 
Officer; and Kaitlyn Wallace, Treasurer. (Back row) Alexander Kern, 
Parliamentarian; Ian Peters, Vice-President; and Jason Donica, President.

1992-1993
Alexander, Jennifer 
Casey, Joy
Dixon, Dawn
Dover, Diana
Gibbs, Brett
Henderson, Kerrie
Mayo, Melanie
Newton, Martin
Taylor, Sheri
Williams, Queen

1993-1994
Bunch, Tracey
Cherrier, Rachel
Cherry, Florine
Fleming, Rhonda
Gunther, Charles
Hines, Amy
Leisy, Debora
Morris, James
Wainwright, Jason

1994-1995
Cherrier, Rachel
Dent, Billy
Hines, Amy
Poperowitz, Anna
Spencer, Joseph
Suarez, Elisa
Wainwright, Jason
Woods, Stacy
Yoemans, Martin

1995-1996
Brown, Angie
Creech, Ashe
Dent, Billy
Jackson, Tina
Jones, Anna
Little, Jennifer
Morgan, Greg
Osborne, Tracy
Spencer, Joseph
Suarez, Elisa

1996-1997
Adeyemi-Bello, Seun 
Aman, Winnie 
Castania , Marsha 
Cobb, Angela 
Crandall, Joy
Jones, Sheila 
McKinnon, Minnie 
Parker, Mark 
Tingen, Shawna 
Tripp, Lori
Turner, Jim

1997-1998
Adeyemi-Bello, Seun 
Bryant, David
Crandall, Joy 
Fitchett, Anthony 
McDonald, John
Sutton, Dana
Tingen, Shawna
Tribula, Jonathan 
Turner, Jim
Waters, Jennifer 
Williams, Tanya
Woolard, Stacy 

1998-1999
Burroughs, Kimberley
Craft, Ashpley
Fitchett, Anthony
Halstead, Kelley
Le, Hue
Morrill, Dale
Pittman, Danielle
Robinson, Christopher
Smart, Kelley
Tribula, Jonathan

1999-2000
Barnes, Shanella
Bass, Donnie
Brown, Mitchell
Craft, Ashpley
Crawford, Sarah
Forrest, Renee
Martin, Jennifer
Pacaldo, Phillip
Pearce, Heather
Smart, Kelley
Thompson, Danielle 

2000-2001
Credle, Erica
Glenn, Lori Jo
Hill, Melanie
Hughes, Charity
Johnson, Greg
Mewborn, Latoya
Mojica, Heather
Moore, Kinsey
Pacaldo, Phillip
Smart, Kelley
Smith, Adrienne
Wallace, Steve

2001-2002
Askew, Janie
Blalock, Rebecca
Daniels, Diana
Dudding, Ashley
McCoy, Dawn
Moore, Kinsey
Nobles, Billy
Perkins, Reneé
Roberts, John

2002-2003
Blalock, Rebecca
Boswell, Marc
Conway, Erika
Cox, Tammie
Dilda, Marcie
Fitzpatrick, Shaun
Perkins, Reneé
Roberts, John
Smith, Justin
Tyson, Tsarsha
Wynn, James

2003-2004
Boswell, Marc
Burnette, Jason
Council, Sabrina
Daughtry, Ashley
Doughtie, Hannah
Fitzpatrick, Shaun
Hardy, Alyse
Hollingsworth, Ashlea
Meeks, Marcie Dilda 
Mozingo, Ashley
Parker, Raheen
Wheeler, Nelly

2004-2005
Ambrose, Justin
Avery, Ashley
Burnett, Jason
Council, Sabrina
Daughtry, Ashley 
Doughtie, Hannah
Harrell, Tiffany
Ingle, Kelly
Wilkes, Tiffany

2005-2006
Avery, Ashley
Bagley, Chad
Barnett, Shannon
Council, Sabrina
Daughtry, Ashley
Ingle, Kelly
Jenkins, Justin
Parker, Andrea
Perry, Karen
Reckley, Paul
Richardson, Josh

2006-2007
Avery, Ashley
Bain, Erin
Douglas, Novelyn
Mills, Caredwyn
Mitchell, Katie
Perry, Karen
Strickland, Nicholas
Walker, Nikki
Whaley, Chris
Williams, Amanda

2007-2008
Bain, Erin
Duke, Meredith
Leggett, Adam
Lovett, Jessica
Metts, Hailey
Perry, Karen
Sanchez, Cristian
Streeter, Keoshia
Waltenburg, Michael
Whaley, Chris

2008-2009
Allen, Keoshia
Barnum, Rachel
Buck, Kelsey
Kern, Morgan
Lovett, Jessica
Metts, Hailey
Sanchez, Cristian
Schnier, Craig
Taylor, Erin
Tharrington, Leigh
Ward, Lauren

2009-2010
Cunningham, Madeline
Dwyer, Hayley
Jones, Faleta
Jones, Josh
Kern, Morgan
Metts, Hailey
Pontious, Jennifer
Potter, Jordan
Taylor, Erin
Van Staalduinen, James
Ward, Lauren
Webb, Lauren

2010-2011
Burdoin, Shauna
Coleman, Jay
Coleman, Lee
Cunningham, Madeline
Dwyer, Hayley
Hunter, Brad
Kern, Morgan
Kern, Taylor
Killmon, Caroline
Moore, Mackenzie
Shaw, Reginald
Van Staalduinen, James
Wainwright, Adam
Webb, Lauren

Pitt Community College Ambassadors
In the fall of 1992, an innovative program designed to meet 
the College’s need for the active participation of informed and 
dedicated student leaders was begun with the selection of ten PCC 
Student Ambassadors. These exclusively selected representatives 
of the student population are comprised to provide a variety of 
college and community services. Compensation in the form of 
paid tuition and fees, scholarships, distinguished collegiate attire, 
and opportunities for leadership are fruits of this honor for these 
selected students. Being an ambassador requires a significant 
commitment of time and responsible dedication to Pitt Community 
College.

2010-2011 PCC Student Ambassadors
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Excellence in Teaching Award
The Joseph E. Downing Award for Excellence in Teaching at Pitt 
Community College was established in 1986 as a memorial to the 
former Associate Dean of Instruction. This annual award was a method 
for rewarding excellence in teaching at the College based upon peer 
recognition. The recipient is awarded a plaque, $150, and is automatically 
nominated by PCC for the statewide Board of Community Colleges/First 
Union Award for Excellence in Teaching. This prestigious PCC Teaching 
Award has been presented to the following outstanding faculty.

1986  Joanne Leith
1987  Roy C. Lanier
1988  Catherine S. Bullock
1989  Lloyd Huggins
1990  Brenda Harper Ernest
1991  Faye H. Dempsey
1992  Bill Hill
1993  Charles Saunders
1994  Elaine Seeman
1995  Phyllis Broughton
1996  Margaret J. French
1997  Charissa L. Lewis
1998  Guerry Barber
1999  William Earl Mozingo
2000  Bill Hill
2001  Roselyn V. Armstrong
2002  Sadie P. Oates
2003  Tommianne Haithcock
2004  Hope V. Clark
2005  Jessica Blake
2006  Amy Campbell
2007  Lora Clark
2008  (not presented)
2009  Don King
2010  Darlene Smith-Worthington
2011  Jeff Rorer

Joan and Ed Warren Staff Employee of the Year Award
The Joan and Ed Warren Staff Employee of the Year Award is given 
annually to recognize excellence among the staff members of Pitt 
Community College.  The award is named for Joan Warren, who served 
as a member of the PCC Board of Trustees, and her husband, Ed Warren, 
a former state senator from Pitt County.  The Warrens were strong 
supporters of Pitt Community College. The qualifications for this award 
include excellence in customer service, quality innovation, service 
beyond the College, positive professional image, and support for the total 
community college mission.

1995  Keith Bielby
1996  Laura Garris
1997  John Griffin
1998  Susan McRorie
1999  Michael L. Bridgers
2000  Mary K. Godley
2001  Ida Albright
2002  Lisa Elmore
2003  Ann Brown Land
2004  Jason Keith Bratton
2005  Jane Power
2006  Nicole Nicholas
2007  Joanne Ceres
2008  Matt Smith
2009  Faye Causey
2010  JoAnn Schuhbauer
2011  Rick Owens

Pitt Community College Service Award
Started on July 1, 1982, the PCC Board of Trustees created the College 
Service Award to be presented to the College’s full-time, permanent 
employees to recognize their years of service. Employees are recognized 
at the Employee Recognition and Service Award dinner held in the Spring 
of each year. The Service Award Program and Banquet were developed by 
Debra McGowan, Director of Human Resources.

The 2011 Joseph E. Downing Award was presented to Jeff Rorer (right) 
by Dr. G. Dennis Massey, President.

The 2011 Joan and Ed Warren Staff Employee of the Year Award was
presented to Rick Owens, Assistant VP of Information Technology and 
Services (right) by Dr. G. Dennis Massey.

Woman of Substance Award
Each March, PCC observes Women’s History Month with a special 
program celebrating the achievements of women. During the event, 
College administrators present the “Woman of Substance Award” to a 
female employee who has gone the extra mile in her work on campus and 
in the community.

Year Winner Theme 
2002   Amy Hines   Pitt County Women of Substance: Sharing 
  Their Stories 
2003 Renee Arrington   Fit 4 Life 
2004 Pamela Dail    The Power of the Purse 
2005 Dr. Wanda Bunch    Feminine Fire…Finding the Glory of Women 
  in Story, Song, and Verse 
2006 Regina Garcia    PCC Prodigies – Realizing Potential and 
  Promise 
2007 Marguerite Stephens    What Not to Wear…Image Is Everything 
2008 Kathy Clark Women’s Art, Women’s Vision: Express 
  Yourself 
2009 Leslie Rogers    The Glory’s in Your Story: Why Stories 
  Work and How to Use Them 
2010   Angela Martin   Writing Women Back into History 
2011 Christy Weeks Speaking Her-Story

Distinguished Service Award
In December 1988, the PCC Board of Trustees created the Distinguished 
Service Award to be presented annually to people in the community who 
have made significant contributions to the college.

1989   Dr. William E. Fulford, Jr., Clifton Everett, Booger Scales, & 
William Young

1990   Joe Taft
1991   Dick McKee & Vernon White
1992    Dr. Ed Bright, Dave McRae, Kay V. Whichard, Ephraighm Smith,  

Raymond Reddrick, & A.B. Whitley
1994    William Byrd, The Honorable Judge James A Wynn, Jr., James 

Lavia, & Charles Coburn
1995    G. Henry Leslie
1996 Ed Warren

1997 Lorraine Shinn, R.E. Davenport, & George Whitfield
1998 Phil Dixon
1999 J. Beverly Congleton & C. Leroy Smith
2000 Tom Craft  & Dr. Edgar Boyd
2001 William Cain & James Ebron
2002 Dr. William Rasberry & Joan Warren
2003 Dr. Charles Russell
2004 Barbara Wilson & Mike Weeks
2005 John Roberts, George Williams, Katheryn Lewis, Bob Brown, & 

Mike Colombo
2006 Hal Smith and Frank Hemingway
2007 Anne McGaughey, Billy Dunn, Herman Simon, & Dr. James H. 

Johnson, Jr.
2008 Kenneth Ross, Diane Murphrey, & Valerie Dixon 
2009 Ray Rogers
2010 Linda Lynn Tripp and Gary Evans
2011 Randy Collier, Judith Kuykendall, & Donnie Skinner

Miss Pitt Technical Institute
 1974-75  Barbara Carmon
 1975-76  Donna Barnhill
This distinction ended until a Homecoming Queen was crowned in 1989. 

Homecoming Queens
 1989-1990  Tonya Buck/Delois Barnes  [tie]
 1990-1991  Leah Bang
 1991-1992  Faye Kite
 1992-1993  Amy Gee
 1993-1994  Gina House 
 1994-1995  Missy Cockrell
 1995-1996  Aprile Coghill
 1998-1999 Stacy Woolard/Tanya Williams
 1999-2000  Ashpley Craft
 2000-2001  Jessica LaAnne Stox

The 2011 Woman of Substance Award was presented to 
Biotechnology Department Chair Christy Weeks at the 
annual Women’s Forum event held on March 2, 2011 in 
the Goess Student Center.

1999-2000 Homecoming Queen Ashpley Craft (left) was presented by the 
1998-1999 Queen Tanya Williams.
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GROUNDSKEEPERS AND CUSTODIANS

     From 1964 until his death on August 26, 
1973, Charlie G. (Pete) Forlines served as 
chief custodian and the head of the Grounds 
Keeping and Maintenance Department at Pitt 
Tech. By 1966, David O. Forlines was named 
as a groundskeeper. In 1974, Bill Dinkins 
came to PCC as Superintendent of Buildings 
and Grounds. Dinkins left in 2003, and PCC 
hired Ashley Dail, who now holds the position.
     The early custodians from 1964-1972 were 
George Anderson, Edmond Lee Bryant, Viola 
Boyd, Walter 
Boyd, Ernest Lee 
White, James 
Daniel, Walter 
Gatlin, Ada Mae 
Sasser, and Bennie 
Strong.

     

Current Facilities and Maintenance Staff include Ashley Dail, Kelly 
Moore, Ashleigh Arp, Timmy Moore, Buddy Lewis, Tommy Rouse, Keith 
Bielby, Kelvin Cox, Cory Roberson, James Kornegay, Willie Brown, and 
Mae Daniels.

POLICE

 In 1972, campus security was made up of three men: Earl Keel, Arron 
Hines, and Terry Newell.
 In May 1986, the Security Office moved from Room 12-B in the 
Vernon White Building to the “Silver Bullet” trailer. By May 1987, PCC 
officials approved a $1.92 million dollar operating budget. The school 
wanted to pave its gravel streets and parking lots, and renovate some 
buildings. PCC also wanted its own police force and wanted a new 
designation for its current staff of four security officers, who are sworn 
deputies with the Sheriff’s Department. The PCC Board of Trustees sought 
approval from the NC Attorney General’s office stating that having an 
independent department would allow PCC to swear-in its own officers, 
pursue federal and state law enforcement grants and have access to the 
national law enforcement computer system. Earl Keel, PCC Chief of 
Security retired on August 1, 1989 and Alan Edwards, a Pitt County 
Deputy Sheriff, began August 7, 1989 as new PCC Chief of Security. 
 In September 1990, the Security Office became known as PCC Public 
Safety Office. Also in 1990, Hersel Lee Bowen, Jr. became a full-time 
PCC police officer after having been a part-time officer since 1981. In 
2009, Bowen was named as Police Sergeant. Bowen retired in 2011. 
 Also in 2011, Jay Shingleton was promoted to Captain and Tim 
Barfield was promoted to Sergeant.

 Current PCC Police Officers include Chief Alan Edwards, Captain 
Jay Shingleton, Sgt. Tim Barfield, Brian Commodore, Tyrone Turnage, 
and Issac Barrett. Alexander LeKnight and Donna Huggins serve as 
Dispatchers/Administrative Assistants. Part-time officers include Lee 
Bowen, Thomas Bowen, Deanna Easton, Herald Hines, Jerry Allen, Leroy 
Foskey, Mark Peaden, and Kenton Ross.

“Pete” Forlines - 1964-1973

Bill Dinkins - 1974-2003 Ashley Dail - 2003-present

2010 Criminal Justice Graduates 
Mark Peaden and Felita Jones
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