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Letita Joyner, Equity Specialist/ 

Math Specialist for TRiO Student 

Support Services 

 

 

 

“Just because you’re 

going through the 

struggle doesn’t mean 

you have to stay there.”   

-Letita Joyner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS MONTH, I had the honor of 

interviewing the newest member 

of the TRiO Student Support 
Services team: Letita Joyner.  

Although the second “t” may be 

silent in her first name, her voice 
as an advocate for students will be 

clearly heard as the newly 

appointed Student Equity 
Specialist for TRiO and First-

Generation Students of Pitt 

Community College.   Mrs. Joyner 
will also serve as the math 

specialist for TRiO Student 

Support Services and will be 
joining the Developmental Studies 

department as a math instructor.  

  
Double Duty 

As both a student equity specialist 

and a math specialist for TRiO, 
Mrs. Joyner’s hands will be quite 

full.  As a student equity 

specialist, Joyner plans to 
“enhance the experience and 

opportunities of first-year 
students” by implementing 

motivational and informational 

programs for women’s history, 
advocating for self and others, and 

career readiness, just to name a 

few.  As a math specialist, she 
plans to work closely with other 

math instructors to provide 

tutoring, workshops and other 
resources to help TRiO students 

excel in math.  

Joyner’s Journey 

If you were to ask ten-year-old 

Letita what she wanted to be when 
she grew up, she would have told 

you with no hesitation—a teacher.  

The very first class she taught was 
a room full of cousins—and teddy 

bears and baby dolls.  She’s been 

teaching ever since.  One could say 

she was born to be a teacher. While 

in high school, she worked as a 

Headstart teacher earning 
credentials in early childhood 

education, and she also worked as 

an afterschool teacher.  She also 
worked part-time at a local library, 

but when she felt she was not 

getting enough hours, her father 
suggested that she start her own 

business as a tutor—which evolved 

into her current business, Destiny 
Developmental Services, a service 

which provides tutoring for 

students as well as training for 
tutors to tutor more effectively.     

     Joyner attended Fayetteville 

State University where she received 
her Middle Grades Education 

degree.  She received her masters 

in both Executive Leadership and 
School Administration from Grand 

Canyon University.  Mrs. Joyner 

comes to us Rochelle Middle 
School in Kinston, NC where she 

taught both math and science.     
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A Monthly Newsletter Update on the TRiO Programs of Pitt Community College 

The TRiO Newsletter 

Note from the Editor—We Want YOU!   
           

We’re looking for staff writers for the TRiO Newsletter.  If you are a PCC TRiO student and you are looking for meaningful opportunities to expand your 

writing skills, we would love to have you join our team.  If you are interested, please contact Amy Staton at alstaton002@my.pittcc.edu for more 

information.    

             

“Everyone has the power for greatness, not for fame but 

greatness, because greatness is determined by service” 

-Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
 

mailto:alstaton002@my.pittcc.edu
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TRiO Welcomes Letita Joyner, cont.   

                   
                       

 

 

You can be featured in the next issue of The 

TRiO Newsletter—Here’s how:   

 

We opened this issue with a quote by Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr:  “Everyone has the power for 

greatness, not for fame but for greatness, 

because greatness is determined by service.” 

What are some ways that you can serve your 

community during this time?   

 

 

Please submit your responses here: 

Serving Up Greatness 

 

 

 

   

 

 

TRiO Talks  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Do You Love To Write? 
Do You Want to Improve Your 

Writing Skills?  
 

Then Come Join Us for 
 

TRiO’s Lit! 

 Spring 2021 Writing 

Workshop Series: 
 

Feb 18 2:00pm 

Mar 4 2:00 pm 

Mar 18 2:00 pm 

Apr 1 2:00 pm [OPEN MIC] 

April 15 2:00 pm 

 
Come learn how to make your writing  

L I T ! 
Meet other writers like yourself…   Network 

with published writers… Get your writing 

published in the TRiO Newsletter….   

Oh, YES.. and DOOR PRIZES! 

 
Space is limited, so please register today:   

 
TRiO’s Lit Series Registration Form 

 
 

For more information, contact: 
Amy Staton at alstaton002@my.pittcc.edu 

 
 
 

Overcoming the Struggle 

     Joyner understands the 
struggle that many students 

have to face.  For instance, she 

recalls her first semester of 
college going into the campus 

book store with a friend and 

grabbing all the books she 
needed but not realizing the 

cost of books was not covered 

in her scholarship.  She will 
never forget how she felt 

having to call home to ask for 

money to cover her books.   
    The now multi-talented wife 

and mother of two believes that 

she was put here on earth to 
help people—especially those 

who are going through 

struggles. Joyner says she can 
empathize with the struggle, 

but she also knows that “just 

because you’re going through a 
struggle, doesn’t mean you 

have to stay there.”   

 
The Village People  

     There are quite a few people 

who can be credited with 
helping to guide Joyner along 

her road to success—as the old 

adage goes, ‘It takes a village 
to raise a child”.  Her “village” 

included (but not limited to) 

her father who was always 
encouraging her and with 

whom she recalls often 

spending quality time. It was 
during those quality times that 

 

 

 

If you would like to nominate 

someone to be the next TRiO 

Student of the Month, please 

complete the following form 

(Student of the Month section, 

only) and click the “Submit” 

button.  The winner will be 

featured in our next issue of the 

TRiO Newsletter.   

 

Student of the Month Nomination  

he would consistently make 
sure she had ‘a plan’.  “He 

would always ask where I 

was currently and what my 
next steps were.”  Her 

grandmother who did not 

get a chance to finish school 
herself always insisted that 

Letita go to college.  Also, 

the guidance counselor 
secretary saw something in 

her early on and pushed her 

to pursue greatness.  “She 
would also let me know 

about scholarships that she 

felt I would qualify for”.   
 

Thriving through 

Adversity 

     “Any time you try to do 
good, you will be faced with 

adversity, but it is necessary 

to make you into the person 
you are to become.”  Joyner 

recalls having to deal with 

equity issues as a student.  
As a high school student, 

she noticed that all students 

did not receive the same 
level of support from school 

officials.  She also 

witnessed biases in the 
college classroom as well.  

As a college student she was 

unaware that she could 
report biases—she did not 

know there were people in 

place for that purpose.     
    As the student equity  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Letita Joyner laughs with 

Amy Staton during a 

virtual interview. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

specialist for both TRiO 

and first-generation 
college students, she 

now has a an 

opportunity to be that 
advocate for students 

while helping them to be 

advocates for 
themselves.  If she could 

get a message out to all 

students, she would say: 
“Regardless of what it 

looks like, or what you 

are facing, anything is 
possible if you believe, 

have the right attitude 

and put in the work.”   

 

Welcome home, Letita!  
 

 

-Amy Staton  

alstaton002@my.pittcc.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Letita Joyner laughs 
with Amy Staton during 

a virtual interview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amy L. Staton 

astaton@email.pittcc.edu 

 

 
We Want YOU to be  
the next Student of the 
Month! 
 
Do you know someone 
who deserves to be 
student of the month?   
 
Think YOU have got 
what it takes to be the 
next student of the 
month?   
 
 
Let us know!   

TRiO’s Lit! 

Introducing TRiO’s New Literary Group 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7lCYjaaMZ9LbsZjf6MGV0gRFBcFDDHoaGpI_HTS2fQ1ZNKQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeuQKgpE6uv2FqzE2Zr6TXBXRD4k4BgCaFO4xAC3QuDTiZwew/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScmkaU_AV9ZzJZugA-JSfXo5EDLBAbfPHXrU7UWIKCTHRxBmg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:alstaton002@my.pittcc.edu
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScb-VRc7QWK0cNnhl0P1JubXc5kt-vLVRR9N8qD-EXBahpnNQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:alstaton002@my.pittcc.edu
mailto:astaton@email.pittcc.edu
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Meet the TRiO Staff 

Student Support Services    

Kim Waters, TRiO Counselor 

Amy L. Staton, Tutor Coordinator/Academic Specialist  

Letita Joyner, Math Specialist/Student Equity Specialist  

Christine Humphrey, Administrative Assisitant/Data Specialist  

Tamedra Edwards,  Academic Tutor 

 

 

 

Educational Opportunity Centers 

Vanessa Pippen, EOC Coordinator  

Kimberly Moody, Outreach Specialist (Pitt Co.) 

Sandra Saunders-Smith, Outreach Specialist (Edgecombe Co.) 

Ashlie Lilley, Outreach Specialist (Martin Co.) 

Jaimyn Gaskins, Administrative Assistant/Data Specialist 

 

 

 

Director of TRiO Programs 

Travis Kinsey 

 

 

PCC Staff Spotlight: Mrs. Christine Humphrey 
 Mrs. Humphrey is the Administrative Assistant/Data 

Specialist for TRiO Student Support Services at Pitt 

Community College. Her position entails providing 

administrative support for TRiO, as well as managing 

data systems. What she enjoys most about her job is 

working with the other TRiO staff members and their 

teamwork. Some of her favorite hobbies include 

traveling, driving, reading, learning to play the piano 

and spending time with her pets. A piece of advice she 

has for students is “Learn as much as you can then 

learn some more. You are worthy of a valuable 

education. When you stumble, this is just a learning 

curve to readjust yourself and move forward to the next 

best you!” 

 

    Words of Wisdom with Ms. Staton 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                        

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                            

 

                                                                                                                                                            

 

                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                    Amy Staton alstaton002@my.pittcc.edu                                                              

 

A Few of My Favorite Things: 
 

Food(s): Coffee, Peanut Butter 

Musical Artist/Song: Celine Dion-

“I Surrender” 

Movie: War Room 

Actor/Actress: Ralph Macchio, 

Cicely Tyson 

Quote: “Be the change that you wish 

to see in the world”- Mahatma 

Gandhi 

I’ll never leave home without 

my…Glasses 

 
By Tamedra Edwards, TRiO SSS Tutor 

 

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS.  For many that 

seems to be a never-ending chase.  Some may 

pursue things, activities or even people that will 

make them happy only to find themselves chasing 

more things, activities, and yes, more people to 

make them happy.   

 

So what does make us happy?  A few years ago, I 

had the opportunity to attend a leadership retreat 

sponsored by PCC, and during one of our sessions 

the question was posed:  What is the key to 

happiness?  Several answers were given…. 

Love…family…good health….BUT the answer that 

was suggested by our facilitator changed my way of 

thinking forever.  The key to happiness he 

suggested was very simple:  Gratitude.   

 

Gratitude by definition is the readiness to show 

appreciation. In other words, appreciation is a 

feeling of being thankful, but gratitude is showing it. 

When someone expresses gratitude, he is outwardly  

acknowledging the thankfulness he feels (or 

should feel) on the inside.  It has been proven that 

when we show (and are shown) gratitude, the 

brain releases dopamine and serotonin—two 

neurotransmitters known for making us “feel 

good”.  Therefore, if you you’re in a bad mood, 

find something or someone that you grateful for—

and outwardly express your gratitude.  You can 

send a letter or a greeting card.  You can pick up 

the phone and actually call someone to let her 

know how much you appreciate her.  If you 

realize you’re grateful for that which other people 

can’t give you, express gratitude through prayer 

or praise—whatever you choose to do, just show 

that you are grateful—and happiness will pursue 

you.    -ALS 

Are you thankful because you 

are blessed or are you blessed 
because you are thankful?            

 

mailto:alstaton002@my.pittcc.edu
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 PCC’s Virtual Campus Life 

Winston-Salem State University Transfer Tuesdays—10:00-11:00 

Click here to join meeting 

 

Turn it BLUE Tuesdays! Show school spirit every Tuesday 

by wearing blue.  Students that send in their picture to dpoyner@email.pittcc.edu 
or post on PCC SGA - Social Media pages will be eligible to win a prize. 

 

East Carolina University Information Session—Feb 17 2:00-4:00 

Click here to join meeting 

 

Black History Trivia Night—Feb 18 7:00-8:00pm 

For more details:  dpoyner@email.pittcc.edu 

 

Real Talk Conversations:  Encouraging Male Empowerment 

Feb 23 10:30-11:30   For more details:  dmullins@email.pittcc.edu 

 

ECU Free Application Day-Feb 24 9:30-10:30 

Click here to join meeting 

 

SGA Meeting-Feb 24 12:00pm 

Virtual Escape Room—Feb 25 7:00pm 

For more details:  dpoyner@email.pittcc.edu 

 

 

       

 

VIRTUAL SUGGESTION AND 

SUBMISSION BOX 

Do you have any suggestions for 

future newsletters and/or events?  Are 

you interested in having your work 

featured in The TRiO Newsletter?  Do 

you have a question you would like 

Ms. Ruby to answer? Would you like 

to nominate a TRiO Student of the 

Month? If so, please click the 

appropriate link below:   

 

Submit SUGGESTIONS Here 

 

Submit SUBMISSIONS for Dear Ms. 

Ruby, Words of Wisdom, TRiO’s Lit 

or Student of the Month nominations 

here  
Dear Running on Empty , 

 

Unfortunately I cannot make the days longer, but I can show you how to make the 

best of the 24 hours that you do have. Maintaining a healthy balance between school 
work and your personal life is not easy and is best met with boundaries and 

organization. My first suggestion is to start by setting boundaries for each area of 

your life, including your time for yourself. 
 

If you are not in control of your work schedule, you can start by blocking off the 

times that you work. That will create the boundaries you need for your work 
responsibilities. Similarly, you can treat your school life like a job and block off 

specific times that you would like to complete your work. The boundaries that you 
set with work and school will be the most rigid, so you should try your best to stick 

to them. The boundaries that you set for your personal life are more flexible; 

however, you should still adhere to them as best you can.  Finally, the most 
important part of setting these boundaries is making sure that others in your life 

respect them as well.  

 
Ms. Ruby 

                                                        

 

 
Dear Ms. Ruby*…  I need more time… 
Dear Ms. Ruby,  

 

I am a full time student and I work full time. I also always have family obligations to attend to. I am so 

stressed out. No matter how hard I try, I can’t seem to stay focused and organized. I am always so busy 

and I never seem to have any time to myself. Between school, work, and life, there’s just not enough hours 

in the day. Whenever I try to take time for myself, one area of my life always seems to lack. I feel like I 

am going to burnout. What should I do? Can you make the days longer? Please help! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Running on Empty 

 

 
 

 

*Disclaimer:  “Ms. Ruby” is a fictional character.  All letters 

presented and advice given are for entertainment purposes, only.   

 

 

Please let us know how we can assist 

you: 

 

TRiO Student Support Services 

(252) 493-7689 

 

 
TRiO Educational Opportunity 

Centers 

(252) 493-7556 

 

 

Email us at: 
Trioprograms@my.pittcc.edu 

Upcoming TRiO Events 

 
FEBRUARY  

 

TRiO’s Lit! Series, Pt 1  

Thurs Feb 18 at 2:00 

Registration Form 

 
The Power of Self-Care and Student Success 

Feb 23 at 12:00 

   Click Here to Join Meeting 

 

MARCH  

 

TRiO’s Lit! Series, Pt 2  

Thurs March 4 at 2:00 

Registration Form 

 

Fayetteville State University Virtual 

Information Session 

March 16 at 2:00 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwssu.zoom.us%2Fj%2F94563319729%3Fpwd%3DS28zemFFQmxaSFdrcEMwY20vZGNlQT09&sa=D&ust=1613639053606000&usg=AOvVaw1VUvqhTd7ptucNqnwnTrv2
mailto:dpoyner@email.pittcc.edu
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_N2QxMWVjMWEtOTZkZS00MmQwLWEzMmItMTAwMDhkYjBhMmNm%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252217143cbb-385c-4c45-a36a-c65b72e3eae8%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522067efc56-342f-4b22-b31f-4956fc3756b2%2522%257d&sa=D&ust=1613639053607000&usg=AOvVaw1Vi53gvG5BxR5v2ref5HtV
mailto:dpoyner@email.pittcc.edu
mailto:dmullins@email.pittcc.edu
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_YzRmMTUwOWUtNzNmMC00ZTczLWFmNDMtYzZlNThkODRkNDk3%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252217143cbb-385c-4c45-a36a-c65b72e3eae8%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522067efc56-342f-4b22-b31f-4956fc3756b2%2522%257d&sa=D&ust=1613639053608000&usg=AOvVaw2uW9-J7gIvkDnB3VNkCvLi
mailto:dpoyner@email.pittcc.edu
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfT9naWEL19jg8OFxq3nU6-gb-LhK01a0uQo3-unjKSur3C4g/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScb-VRc7QWK0cNnhl0P1JubXc5kt-vLVRR9N8qD-EXBahpnNQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScb-VRc7QWK0cNnhl0P1JubXc5kt-vLVRR9N8qD-EXBahpnNQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScb-VRc7QWK0cNnhl0P1JubXc5kt-vLVRR9N8qD-EXBahpnNQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScb-VRc7QWK0cNnhl0P1JubXc5kt-vLVRR9N8qD-EXBahpnNQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:Trioprograms@my.pittcc.edu
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScmkaU_AV9ZzJZugA-JSfXo5EDLBAbfPHXrU7UWIKCTHRxBmg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81076887916?pwd=aEpNajFFT2N0K0w4K2hFa3MxWkNIZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81076887916?pwd=aEpNajFFT2N0K0w4K2hFa3MxWkNIZz09
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScmkaU_AV9ZzJZugA-JSfXo5EDLBAbfPHXrU7UWIKCTHRxBmg/viewform?usp=sf_link

