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F-1 Visa

I-20

I-94



Maintain credit hours and academic progress.

Pay attention to expiration date of your I-20.

Keep address updated.

DO NOT work without proper authorization.

 If you travel, be sure to have a signed I-20.

You are required to bring your schedule and paid receipt to 
the Office of PCC Global at the start of each semester.



You are required to register for at least 12 credit 
hours in the fall and spring semesters.

You may not withdraw from any of these classes 
during the semester. 

You are not required to study in the summer unless it 
is your first semester, then you must take 9 credit 
hours. 



 If you are registered for 12 credit hours and choose 
to withdraw “W” from a course, you will be 
considered out of status and will be terminated in 
SEVIS.

You must register and COMPLETE the semester with 
at least 12 credit hours. 

The grade of “W” does not count towards credit hour 
requirements.



Nine (9) of your 12 credit hours must be either 
traditional, internet based, or hybrid courses. These 
three types of courses all meet face to face during 
the semester.

You may take one (1) online course per 12 credit 
hours per semester. 



You can only retake a course if you fail that course.  

 If you fail a course, come to the Office of PCC Global 
to discuss your options.  

 If you retake a course without first consulting the 
Office of PCC Global, your I-20 may not be 
extended.



You cannot continuously fail courses. If you continue 
to fail courses, your I-20 will not be extended.  

You must maintain a 2.0 “C” GPA.





 If you need your I-20 
extended.  You will 
need to complete 
the I-20 extension 
request form 60 
days prior to your 
program end date.  

 Both you and your 
academic advisor 
will need to sign this 
form. 



 Complete the change of 
address form and turn it 
into the Office of PCC 
Global.  Your address 
will be updated in both 
SEVIS and in the PCC 
system. 

 You have 15 days to 
change your address 
after you move.  



You are allowed to work on campus if a job is available.  You 
will be responsible for finding the job. 

DO NOT WORK without authorization.  Work authorizations 
for F-1 students are very limited.  

Please discuss any work options with the Office of PCC 
Global before beginning any employment.  Failure to do so 
may result in a violation of your visa classification.



 CPT- Curricular Practical Training- Some programs require you to do a co-op or 
work based learning component as part of the program.  If you are required to do a 
co-op for your program, please speak with Amelia about CPT.  You are not able to 
do CPT without first consulting with the Office of PCC Global.

 OPT- Optional Practical Training- Once you receive your Associates degree 
from Pitt Community College, you are allowed to apply for Employment 
Authorization with USCIS for Optional Practical Training for either one year full 
time work or two years part time work.  PCC Global suggests you apply for OPT 60-
90 days before your program end date. Please note, USCIS MUST receive your I-
765 within 60 days of your program end date. 



Healthcare in the United States is very expensive.  It is 
important for you to have health insurance. 

As a F-1 student at Pitt Community College, you are 
required to show proof of health insurance.  

Please see the PCC Global website for a list of health 
insurance providers current and past students have 
used.  



 You can go to the nearest DMV (Division of Motor Vehicles) office and 
apply for a driver’s license or state ID card.  

 You will need to supply at the DMV:
 Valid I-20

 Valid passport

 Any document showing your North Carolina address

 Proof of insurance



 International Student Welcome Reception

 Language Tables

 International Education Week

 International Day

 Chinese New Year Celebration

 Hispanic Heritage 

 International Club

 Chinese Student Culture Society



 Feel free at anytime you have a question or concern to contact 
Amelia Martin at 493-7480 or by email at 
amartin@email.pittcc.edu

 To make an appointment to speak with Amelia, go to 
www.doodle.com/pccglobal to request an appointment. 
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